
Revival and Reformation
Day 13. Church Militant – Church Triumphant

“Many were the messages of comfort given the church by the prophets of old. 
“Comfort ye, comfort ye My people” Isaiah 40:1, was Isaiah’s commission from 
God; and with the commission were given wonderful visions that have been the 
believers’ hope and joy through all the centuries that have followed. Despised of 
men, persecuted, forsaken, God’s children in every age have nevertheless been 
sustained by His sure promises. By faith they have looked forward to the time 
when He will fulfill to His church the assurance, “I will make thee an eternal 
excellency, a joy of many generations.” Isaiah 60:15.” Prophets and Kings, 672.
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Let Us Meditate Upon Psalm 119: 161–168 

Schin – Thirteenth Letter of the Hebrew Alphabet 
“Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of 
thy word. I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoilI hate and abhor 
lying: but thy law do I love. Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy 
righteous judgments. Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing 
shall offend them. LORD, I have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy 
commandments. My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly. 
I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are before thee.”



"Often the church militant is called upon to suffer trial and affliction; for not without severe 
conflict is the church to triumph. “The bread of adversity,” “the water of affliction” (Isaiah 
30:20), these are the common lot of all; but none who put their trust in the One mighty to 
deliver will be utterly overwhelmed. “Thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and He 
that formed thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy name, 
thou art Mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the 
rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. 

For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in My sight, thou hast been honorable, 
and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for thee, and people for thy life.” Isaiah 43:1-4.” 
Prophets and Kings, 723.
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“The rebuke of His people shall He take away,” the prophet declared. “They shall call them, 
The holy people, The redeemed of the Lord.” He hath appointed “to give unto them beauty for 
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified.” 
Clad in the armor of Christ’s righteousness, the church is to enter upon her final conflict. “Fair 
as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners” Song of Solomon 6:10, she 
is to go forth into all the world, conquering and to conquer. 

The darkest hour of the church’s struggle with the powers of evil is that which immediately 
precedes the day of her final deliverance. But none who trust in God need fear; for “when the 
blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against the wall,” God will be to His church “a refuge 
from the storm.” Isaiah 25:4.” Prophets and Kings, 725.
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_PK.623.1&para=88.2768
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_PK.722.1&para=88.3222
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_CCh.342&para=19.2605 4
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“Now the church is militant. Now we are confronted with a world in midnight darkness, almost 
wholly given over to idolatry…The church must and will fight against seen and unseen foes. 
Satan’s agencies in human form are on the ground. Men have confederated to oppose the Lord of 
hosts. These confederacies will continue until Christ shall leave His place of intercession before 
the mercy seat and shall put on the garments of vengeance. Satanic agencies are in every city, 
busily organizing into parties those opposed to the law of God. Professed saints and avowed 
unbelievers take their stand with these parties. This is no time for the people of God to be 
weaklings. We cannot afford to be off our guard for one moment.

The great crisis is just before us. To meet its trials and temptations, and to perform its duties, will 
require persevering faith. But we may triumph gloriously; not one watching, praying, believing 
soul will be ensnared by the enemy….Brethren, to whom the truths of God’s word have been 
opened, what part will you act in the closing scenes of this world’s history? Are you awake to 
these solemn realities? Do you realize the grand work of preparation that is going on in heaven 
and on earth? “ Counsels for the Church,  342. 5
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“Let all who have received the light, who have had the opportunity of reading and hearing the 
prophecy, take heed to those things that are written therein; “for the time is at hand.” Let none now 
tamper with sin, the source of every misery in our world. No longer remain in lethargy and stupid 
indifference. Let not the destiny of your soul hang upon an uncertainty. 

Know that you are fully on the Lord’s side. Let the inquiry go forth from sincere hearts and trembling 
lips, “Who shall be able to stand?” Have you, in these last precious hours of probation, been putting 
the very best material into your character building? Have you been purifying your souls from every 
stain? Have you followed the light? Have you works corresponding to your profession of faith?

Satan is not asleep; he is wide awake to make of no effect the sure word of prophecy. With skill and 
deceptive power he is working to counterwork the expressed will of God, made plain in His word. 
For years Satan has been gaining control of human minds through subtle sophistries that he has 
devised to take the place of the truth. In this time of peril, rightdoers, in the fear of God, will glorify 
His name by repeating the words of David: “It is time for Thee, Lord, to work: for they have made 
void Thy law.” Psalm 119:126.”  Counsels for the Church, 342. 6
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"In this age of the world, when Satan is seeking, through manifold agencies, to blind the eyes of 
men and women to the binding claims of the law of God, there is need of men who can cause 
many to “tremble at the commandment of our God.” Ezra 10:3. There is need of true reformers, 
who will point transgressors to the great Lawgiver and teach them that “the law of the Lord is 
perfect, converting the soul.” Psalm 19:7. There is need of men mighty in the Scriptures, men 
whose every word and act exalts the statutes of Jehovah, men who seek to strengthen faith. 
Teachers are needed, oh, so much, who will inspire hearts with reverence and love for the 
Scriptures.

The widespread iniquity prevalent today may in a great degree be attributed to a failure to study 
and obey the Scriptures, for when the word of God is set aside, its power to restrain the evil 
passions of the natural heart is rejected. Men sow to the flesh and of the flesh reap corruption.
With the setting aside of the Bible has come a turning away from God’s law. The doctrine that 
men are released from obedience to the divine precepts, has weakened the force of moral 
obligation and opened the floodgates of iniquity upon the world.” Prophets and Kings,  623, 624. 7
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“Lawlessness, dissipation, and corruption are sweeping in like an overwhelming flood. Everywhere 
are seen envy, evil surmising, hypocrisy, estrangement, emulation, strife, betrayal of sacred trusts, 
indulgence of lust. The whole system of religious principles and doctrines, which should form the 
foundation and framework of social life, seems to be a tottering mass, ready to fall in ruins. In the 
last days of this earth’s history the voice that spoke from Sinai is still declaring, “Thou shalt have no 
other gods before Me.” Exodus 20:3. 

Man has set his will against the will of God, but he cannot silence the word of command. The human 
mind cannot evade its obligation to a higher power. Theories and speculations may abound; men 
may try to set science in opposition to revelation, and thus do away with God’s law; but stronger 
and still stronger comes the command, “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt 
thou serve.” Matthew 4:10. 

There is no such thing as weakening or strengthening the law of Jehovah. As it has been, so it is. It 
always has been, and always will be, holy, just, and good, complete in itself. It cannot be repealed or 
changed. To “honor” or “dishonor” it is but the speech of men.” Prophets and Kings,  624, 625. 8
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“Between the laws of men and the precepts of Jehovah will come the last great conflict of the 
controversy between truth and error. Upon this battle we are now entering—a battle not between 
rival churches contending for the supremacy, but between the religion of the Bible and the 
religions of fable and tradition. The agencies which have united against truth are now actively at 
work. God’s Holy Word, which has been handed down to us at so great a cost of suffering and 
bloodshed, is little valued. 

There are few who really accept it as the rule of life. Infidelity prevails to an alarming extent, not 
in the world only, but in the church. Many have come to deny doctrines which are the very pillars 
of the Christian faith. The great facts of creation as presented by the inspired writers, the fall of 
man, the atonement, the perpetuity of the law—these all are practically rejected by a large share 
of the professedly Christian world. Thousands who pride themselves on their knowledge regard 
it as an evidence of weakness to place implicit confidence in the Bible, and a proof of learning to 
cavil at the Scriptures and to spiritualize and explain away their most important truths.”
Prophets and Kings, 625. 9
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“Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming 
surprise, and this preparation they should make by diligently studying the word of God and 
striving to conform their lives to its precepts. The tremendous issues of eternity demand of us 
something besides an imaginary religion, a religion of words and forms, where truth is kept in 
the outer court. God calls for a revival and a reformation. The words of the Bible and the Bible 
alone, should be heard from the pulpit. But the Bible has been robbed of its power, and the 
result is seen in a lowering of the tone of spiritual life. In many sermons of today there is not 
that divine manifestation which awakens the conscience and brings life to the soul. 

The hearers cannot say, “Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, 
and while He opened to us the Scriptures?” Luke 24:32. There are many who are crying out for 
the living God, longing for the divine presence. Let the word of God speak to the heart. Let 
those who have heard only tradition and human theories and maxims, hear the voice of Him 
who can renew the soul unto eternal life.” Prophets and Kings, 626.
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“Great light shone forth from patriarchs and prophets. Glorious things were spoken of Zion, the 
City of God. Thus the Lord designs that the light shall shine forth through His followers today. If 
the saints of the Old Testament bore so bright a testimony of loyalty, should not those upon whom 
is shining the accumulated light of centuries, bear a still more signal witness to the power of truth? 
The glory of the prophecies sheds their light upon our pathway. Type has met antitype in the 
death of God’s Son. Christ has risen from the dead, proclaiming over the rent sepulcher, “I am the 
resurrection, and the life.” John 11:25. He has sent His Spirit into the world to bring all things to 
our remembrance. By a miracle of power He has preserved His written word through the ages. 

The Reformers whose protest has given us the name of Protestant, felt that God had called them to 
give the light of the gospel to the world; and in the effort to do this they were ready to sacrifice 
their possessions, their liberty, even life itself. In the face of persecution and death the gospel was 
proclaimed far and near. The word of God was carried to the people; and all classes, high and low, 
rich and poor, learned and ignorant, eagerly studied it for themselves. Are we, in this last conflict 
of the great controversy, as faithful to our trust as the early Reformers were to theirs?” 
Prophets and Kings, 626.
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Let Us Meditate Upon Psalm 119: 161–168 

Schin – Thirteenth Letter of the Hebrew Alphabet 
“Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of 
thy word. I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great spoilI hate and abhor 
lying: but thy law do I love. Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy 
righteous judgments. Great peace have they which love thy law: and nothing 
shall offend them. LORD, I have hoped for thy salvation, and done thy 
commandments. My soul hath kept thy testimonies; and I love them exceedingly. 
I have kept thy precepts and thy testimonies: for all my ways are before thee.”
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Let Us Pray

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly: gather the people, 
sanctify the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children: ... let the priests, 
the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and let them say, 
Spare Thy people, O Lord, and give not Thine heritage to reproach.” “Turn ye even to 
Me with all your hearts, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: and 
rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for He is 
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth Him of the 
evil. Who knoweth if He will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind Him?” 
Joel 2:15-17, 12-14.” Prophets and Kings, 627.
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