
Revival and Reformation
Day 5. The Doomed Kingdom of Judah  

“Within a few short years the king of Babylon was to be used as the instrument of God’s wrath 
upon impenitent Judah. Again and again Jerusalem was to be invested and entered by the 
besieging armies of Nebuchadnezzar. Company after company—at first a few only, but later 
on thousands and tens of thousands—were to be taken captive to the land of Shinar, there to 
dwell in enforced exile. Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah—all these Jewish kings were in turn 
to become vassals of the Babylonian ruler, and all in turn were to rebel. Severer and yet more 
severe chastisements were to be inflicted upon the rebellious nation, until at last the entire land 
was to become a desolation, Jerusalem was to be laid waste and burned with fire, the temple 
that Solomon had built was to be destroyed, and the kingdom of Judah was to fall, never again 
to occupy its former position among the nations of earth.” Prophets and Kings, 422.
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Let Us Meditate Upon Psalm 119:65-72 

Teth – Ninth Letter of the Hebrew Alphabet 
“Thou hast dealt well with thy servant, O LORD, according unto thy word. Teach me 
good judgment and knowledge: for I have believed thy commandments. Before I was 
afflicted I went astray: but now have I kept thy word. Thou art good, and doest good; 
teach me thy statutes. The proud have forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy 
precepts with my whole heart. Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy law.
It is good for me that I have been afflicted; that I might learn thy statutes. The law of 
thy mouth is better unto me than thousands of gold and silver.”  



"Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years 
in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God. Against him 
came up Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to Babylon. 
Nebuchadnezzar also carried of the vessels of the house of the LORD to Babylon, and put them 
in his temple at Babylon.

Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten 
days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. And when the year 
was expired, king Nebuchadnezzar sent, and brought him to Babylon, with the goodly vessels of 
the house of the LORD, and made Zedekiah his brother king over Judah and Jerusalem. 
Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in 
Jerusalem. And he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD his God, and humbled not 
himself before Jeremiah the prophet speaking from the mouth of the LORD. And he also rebelled 
against king Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear by God: but he stiffened his neck, and 
hardened his heart from turning unto the LORD God of Israel.” 2 Chronicles 36:5-7, 9-13. 3
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"Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations 
of the heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem. And the 
LORD God of their fathers sent to them by his messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because he 
had compassion on his people, and on his dwelling place: But they mocked the messengers of God, and 
despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till 
there was no remedy. Therefore he brought upon them the king of the Chaldees, who slew their young 
men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion upon young man or 
maiden, old man, or him that stooped for age: he gave them all into his hand.

And all the vessels of the house of God, great and small, and the treasures of the house of the LORD, 
and the treasures of the king, and of his princes; all these he brought to Babylon. And they burnt the 
house of God, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem, and burnt all the palaces thereof with fire, and 
destroyed all the goodly vessels thereof.  And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away 
to Babylon; where they were servants to him and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To 
fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as 
long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.” 2 Chronicles 36:14-21. 4
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"Those times of change, so fraught with peril to the Israelitish nation, were marked with many 
messages from Heaven through Jeremiah. Thus the Lord gave the children of Judah ample 
opportunity of freeing themselves from entangling alliances with Egypt, and of avoiding 
controversy with the rulers of Babylon. As the threatened danger came closer, he taught the people 
by means of a series of acted parables, hoping thus to arouse them to a sense of their obligation to 
God, and also to encourage them to maintain friendly relations with the Babylonian government…. 

“I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking,” the Lord declared, “but ye hearkened not 
unto Me. I have sent also unto you all My servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, 
saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after 
other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your 
fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto Me….Therefore thus saith the Lord 
God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto them, but 
they have not heard; and I have called unto them, but they have not answered.” Jeremiah 35:14-17. 
Prophets and Kings, 423, 424, excerpts.
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“When men’s hearts are softened and subdued by the constraining influence of the Holy Spirit, they 
will give heed to counsel; but when they turn from admonition until their hearts become hardened, 
the Lord permits them to be led by other influences. Refusing the truth, they accept falsehood, 
which becomes a snare to their own destruction. 

God had pleaded with Judah not to provoke Him to anger, but they had hearkened not. Finally 
sentence was pronounced against them. They were to be led away captive to Babylon. The 
Chaldeans were to be used as the instrument by which God would chastise His disobedient people. 
The sufferings of the men of Judah were to be in proportion to the light they had had and to the 
warnings they had despised and rejected. Long had God delayed His judgments, but now He would 
visit His displeasure upon them as a last effort to check them in their evil course….

Our Creator and our Commander, infinite in power, terrible in judgment, seeks by every means to 
bring men to see and repent of their sins. By the mouth of His servants He predicts the dangers of 
disobedience; He sounds the note of warning and faithfully reproves sin. His people are kept in 
prosperity only by His mercy, through the vigilant watchcare of chosen instrumentalities.” 
Prophets and Kings, 425, excerpts.
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“God cannot uphold and guard a people who reject His counsel and despise His reproofs. For a 
time He may withhold His retributive judgments; yet He cannot always stay His hand.The children 
of Judah were numbered among those of whom God had declared, “Ye shall be unto Me a 
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” Exodus 19:6. Never did Jeremiah in his ministry lose sight 
of the vital importance of heart holiness in the varied relationships of life, and especially in the 
service of the most high God. Plainly he foresaw the downfall of the kingdom and a scattering of 
the inhabitants of Judah among the nations; but with the eye of faith he looked beyond all this to 
the times of restoration. 

Ringing in his ears was the divine promise: “I will gather the remnant of My flock out of all 
countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds.... Behold, the days 
come, saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. In His days Judah shall be saved, and 
Israel shall dwell safely: and this is His name whereby He shall be called, The Lord Our 
Righteousness.” Jeremiah 23:3-6.” Prophets and Kings, 425, 426.
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“Thus prophecies of oncoming judgment were mingled with promises of final and glorious 
deliverance. Those who should choose to make their peace with God and live holy lives amid 
the prevailing apostasy, would receive strength for every trial and be enabled to witness for Him 
with mighty power. And in the ages to come the deliverance wrought in their behalf would 
exceed in fame that wrought for the children of Israel at the time of the Exodus. The days were 
coming, the Lord declared through His prophet, when “they shall no more say, The Lord liveth, 
which brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, The Lord liveth, which 
brought up and which led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and from all 
countries whither I had driven them; and they shall dwell in their own land.” Jeremiah 23:7, 8. 

Such were the wonderful prophecies uttered by Jeremiah during the closing years of the history 
of the kingdom of Judah, when the Babylonians were coming unto universal rule, and were even 
then bringing their besieging armies against the walls of Zion.“ Prophets and Kings, 427.
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“Like sweetest music these promises of deliverance fell upon the ears of those who were steadfast in 
their worship of Jehovah. In the homes of the high and the lowly, where the counsels of a covenant-
keeping God were still held in reverence, the words of the prophet were repeated again and again. 
Even the children were mightily stirred, and upon their young and receptive minds lasting 
impressions were made. 

It was their conscientious observance of the commands of Holy Scripture, that in the days of 
Jeremiah’s ministry brought to Daniel and his fellows opportunities to exalt the true God before the 
nations of earth. The instruction these Hebrew children had received in the homes of their parents, 
made them strong in faith and constant in their service of the living God, the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth. When, early in the reign of Jehoiakim, Nebuchadnezzar for the first time besieged and 
captured Jerusalem, and carried away Daniel and his companions, with others specially chosen for 
service in the court of Babylon, the faith of the Hebrew captives was tried to the utmost. But those 
who had learned to place their trust in the promises of God found these all-sufficient in every 
experience through which they were called to pass during their sojourn in a strange land. The 
Scriptures proved to them a guide and a stay.” Prophets and Kings, 427. 9

Day 5. The Doomed Kingdom of Judah 



"The spirit of opposition to reproof, that led to the persecution and imprisonment of Jeremiah, exists 
today. Many refuse to heed repeated warnings, preferring rather to listen to false teachers who flatter 
their vanity and overlook their evil-doing. In the day of trouble such will have no sure refuge, no help 
from heaven. God’s chosen servants should meet with courage and patience the trials and sufferings 
that befall them through reproach, neglect, and misrepresentation. They should continue to discharge 
faithfully the work God has given them to do, ever remembering that the prophets of old and the 
Saviour of mankind and His apostles also endured abuse and persecution for the Word’s sake….

To the end of time, men will arise to create confusion and rebellion among those who claim to be 
representatives of the true God. Those who prophesy lies will encourage men to look upon sin as a 
light thing. When the terrible results of their evil deeds are made manifest, they will seek, if possible, 
to make the one who has faithfully warned them, responsible for their difficulties, even as the Jews 
charged Jeremiah with their evil fortunes. But as surely as the words of Jehovah through His prophet 
were vindicated anciently, so surely will the certainty of His messages be established today.” 
Prophets and Kings, 437, 442, Excerpts. 
https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_PK.424.1&para=88.1896 10
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Let Us Meditate Upon Psalm 119:73-80 

Jod – Tenth Letter of the Hebrew Alphabet
“Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn 
thy commandments. They that fear thee will be glad when they see me; because I have 
hoped in thy word. I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that thou in 
faithfulness hast afflicted me. Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindness be for my comfort, 
according to thy word unto thy servant. Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I may 
live: for thy law is my delight. Let the proud be ashamed; for they dealt perversely with 
me without a cause: but I will meditate in thy precepts. Let those that fear thee turn unto 
me, and those that have known thy testimonies. Let my heart be sound in thy statutes; 
that I be not ashamed.”
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Let Us Pray

“God’s chosen servants should meet with courage and patience 
the trials and sufferings that befall them through reproach, 
neglect, and misrepresentation. They should continue to 
discharge faithfully the work God has given them to do, ever 
remembering that the prophets of old and the Saviour of 
mankind and His apostles also endured abuse and persecution 
for the Word’s sake.” Prophets and Kings, 437.
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