
Revival and Reformation
Day 1. God Calls for a Revival and a Reformation

“Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as 
an overwhelming surprise, and this preparation they should make by 
diligently studying the word of God and striving to conform their lives to its 
precepts. The tremendous issues of eternity demand of us something besides 
an imaginary religion, a religion of words and forms, where truth is kept in 
the outer court. God calls for a revival and a reformation.“
Prophets and Kings, 626.
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Let Us Meditate Upon Psalm 119:1-8 

ALEPH. 
“Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD. Blessed are 
they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. They also do 
no iniquity: they walk in his ways.

Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. O that my ways were 
directed to keep thy statutes! Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto 
all thy commandments. I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall have 
learned thy righteous judgments. I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not utterly.”  



Day 1. God Calls for a Revival and a Reformation

"In sharp contrast with the reckless rule of Ahaz was the reformation wrought during the 
prosperous reign of his son. Hezekiah came to the throne determined to do all in his power to 
save Judah from the fate that was overtaking the northern kingdom. The messages of the 
prophets offered no encouragement to halfway measures. Only by most decided reformation 
could the threatened judgments be averted. In the crisis, Hezekiah proved to be a man of 
opportunity. No sooner had he ascended the throne than he began to plan and to execute.

He first turned his attention to the restoration of the temple services, so long neglected; and in 
this work he earnestly solicited the co-operation of a band of priests and Levites who had 
remained true to their sacred calling. Confident of their loyal support, he spoke with them freely 
concerning his desire to institute immediate and far-reaching reforms. “Our fathers have 
trespassed,” he confessed, “and done that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord our God, and 
have forsaken Him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the Lord.” “Now it 
is in mine heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of Israel, that His fierce wrath may turn 
away from us.” 2 Chronicles 29:6, 10.” Prophets and Kings, 331. 3



"In a few well-chosen words the king reviewed the situation they were facing—the closed 
temple and the cessation of all services within its precincts; the flagrant idolatry practiced in the 
streets of the city and throughout the kingdom; the apostasy of multitudes who might have 
remained true to God had the leaders in Judah set before them a right example; and the decline 
of the kingdom and loss of prestige in the estimation of surrounding nations. The northern 
kingdom was rapidly crumbling to pieces; many were perishing by the sword; a multitude had 
already been carried away captive; soon Israel would fall completely into the hands of the 
Assyrians, and be utterly ruined; and this fate would surely befall Judah as well, unless God 
should work mightily through chosen representatives....

God had indeed prepared the hearts of the chief men of Judah to lead out in a decided 
reformatory movement, that the tide of apostasy might be stayed.....Those who entered the 
temple courts to seek forgiveness and to renew their vows of allegiance to Jehovah, had 
wonderful encouragement offered them in the prophetic portions of Scripture….”
Prophets and Kings, 332, 333, 334, Excerpts. 4
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“The solemn warnings against idolatry, spoken through Moses in the hearing of all Israel, had 
been accompanied by prophecies of God’s willingness to hear and forgive those who in times of 
apostasy should seek Him with all the heart. “If thou turn to the Lord thy God,” Moses had said, 
“and shalt be obedient unto His voice; (for the Lord thy God is a merciful God;) He will not 
forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which He sware unto 
them.” Deuteronomy 4:30, 31....

And as God promised to Solomon, “If My people, which are called by My name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” 2 Chronicles 7:14. These promises 
met abundant fulfillment during the reformation under Hezekiah....The good beginning made at 
the time of the purification of the temple was followed by a broader movement, in which Israel 
as well as Judah participated. In his zeal to make the temple services a real blessing to the 
people, Hezekiah determined to revive the ancient custom of gathering the Israelites together for 
the celebration of the Passover feast....“ Prophets and Kings, 334, 335, Excerpts. 5
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“For many years the Passover had not been observed as a national festival. The division of the 
kingdom after the close of Solomon’s reign had made this seem impracticable....

In the land of Judah the response was very general; for upon them was “the hand of God,” “to 
give them one heart to do the commandment of the king and of the princes”—a command in 
accord with the will of God as revealed through His prophets. 2 Chronicles 30:12.... 

The occasion was one of the greatest profit to the multitudes assembled. The desecrated streets 
of the city were cleared of the idolatrous shrines placed there during the reign of Ahaz. On the 
appointed day the Passover was observed, and the week was spent by the people in offering 
peace offerings and in learning what God would have them do....

The seven days usually allotted to the Passover feast passed all too quickly, and the worshipers 
determined to spend another seven days in learning more fully the way of the Lord….” 
Prophets and Kings, 335, 337, Excerpts. 6
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“The teaching priests continued their work of instruction from the book of the law; daily the 
people assembled at the temple to offer their tribute of praise and thanksgiving; and as the great 
meeting drew to a close, it was evident that God had wrought marvelously in the conversion of 
backsliding Judah and in stemming the tide of idolatry which threatened to sweep all before it. 
The solemn warnings of the prophets had not been uttered in vain. “There was great joy in 
Jerusalem: for since the time of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there was not the like in 
Jerusalem.” 2 Chronicles 30:26.”

God Calls for a Revival and Reformation Today
“Christians should be preparing for what is soon to break upon the world as an overwhelming 
surprise, and this preparation they should make by diligently studying the word of God and 
striving to conform their lives to its precepts. The tremendous issues of eternity demand of us 
something besides an imaginary religion, a religion of words and forms, where truth is kept in 
the outer court. God calls for a revival and a reformation.“ Prophets and Kings, 337, 626.
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"Hezekiah began to reign when he was five and twenty years old, and he reigned nine and 
twenty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. 
And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that David his 
father had done.

He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house of the LORD, 
and repaired them. And he brought in the priests and the Levites, and gathered them together 
into the east street,

And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of 
the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place. For our 
fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD our God, and 
have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD, and 
turned their back.” 2 Chronicles 29:1-6.
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"Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, and have not burned 
incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God of Israel. Wherefore the 
wrath of the LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and he hath delivered them to trouble, to 
astonishment, and to hissing, as ye see with your eyes.

For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the sword, and our sons and our daughters and our wives 
are in captivity for this. Now it is in mine heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of 
Israel, that his fierce wrath may turn away from us.”

“And thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and wrought that which was good and right 
and truth before the LORD his God. And in every work that he began in the service of the 
house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his 
heart, and prospered.” 2 Chronicles 29:7-10; 31:20, 21.
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“During the first Passover celebrated by Hezekiah, provision had been made for the daily 
public reading of the book of the law to the people by teaching priests. It was the observance 
of the statutes recorded by Moses, especially those given in the book of the covenant, which 
forms a part of Deuteronomy, that had made the reign of Hezekiah so prosperous.” PK, 392.  

I. I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 
bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods before me.

II. Thou shalt not make thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters beneath the earth: Thou shalt not 
bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, 
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me, And shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my 
commandments.” Deuteronomy 5:6 - 10. 10
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III. Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain: for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless that taketh his name in vain.

IV. Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee. Six days 
thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy 
God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy 
manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy 
stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as 
thou. And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy 
God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the 
LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.

V. Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee; that thy 
days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee.” Deuteronomy 5:11 – 15. 11
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VI. Thou shalt not kill.

VII. Neither shalt thou commit adultery.

VIII. Neither shalt thou steal.

IX. Neither shalt thou bear false witness against thy neighbour.

X. Neither shalt thou desire thy neighbour's wife, neither shalt thou covet thy neighbour's 
house, his field, or his manservant, or his maidservant, his ox, or his ass, or any thing that is 
thy neighbour’s.

These words the LORD spake unto all your assembly in the mount out of the midst of the fire, 
of the cloud, and of the thick darkness, with a great voice: and he added no more. And he 
wrote them in two tables of stone, and delivered them unto me.” Deuteronomy 5:17 – 22.
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Let Us Meditate Upon Psalm 119:9-16 

BETH. 
“Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed thereto according 
to thy word. With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy 
commandments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.

Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me thy statutes. With my lips have I declared all the 
judgments of thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in 
all riches. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. I will 
delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy word.”
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Let Us Pray

“And in every work that he [Hezekiah] began in 
the service of the house of God, and in the law, 
and in the commandments, to seek his God, he 
did it with all his heart, and prospered.” 
2 Chronicles 31:21.
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