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“Then said the Lord to him, Put off thy 

shoes from thy feet: for the place where 

thou standest is holy ground.” 
Exodus 3:5; Acts 7:33.



“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 

Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath 

translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we 

have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of 

sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of 

every creature: 

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 

that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 

thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 

were created by him, and for him: And he is before all 

things, and by him all things consist. And he is the head of 

the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead; that in all things he might have the 

preeminence.” Colossians 1:12 – 18. 

The Firstborn:

The Lamb of God
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Let us Pray
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Old Light and New Light

“In every age there is a new development of truth, a message of 
God to the people of that generation. The old truths are all 

essential; new truth is not independent of the old, but an 

unfolding of it. It is only as the old truths are understood that 

we can comprehend the new. 

When Christ desired to open to His disciples the truth of His 

resurrection, He began “at Moses and all the prophets” and 
“expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things 
concerning Himself.” Luke 24:27. 

But it is the light which shines in the fresh unfolding of truth 

that glorifies the old. He who rejects or neglects the new does 

not really possess the old. For him it loses its vital power and 

becomes but a lifeless form.” Christ’s Object Lessons, 127.
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“Many who profess to have a knowledge of present truth 
know not what they believe. They do not understand the 

evidences of their faith. They have no just appreciation of 

the work for the present time. When the time of trial shall 

come, there are men now preaching to others who will find, 

upon examining the positions they hold, that there are 

many things for which they can give no satisfactory reason. 

Until thus tested they knew not their great ignorance. 

And there are many in the church who take it for granted 

that they understand what they believe; but, until 

controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. 

When separated from those of like faith and compelled to 

stand singly and alone to explain their belief, they will be 

surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they 

had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been 

among us a departure from the living God and a turning to 

men, putting human in place of divine wisdom.”
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 5, 707.
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Time No Longer – Who is the Firstborn – II – New Light

Recommended Studies:
 1. Colossians 1

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/Colossians-Chapter-1/

2. Meaning and Role of the Redeemer – PDF – Video 

https://144000teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/True-Meaning-of-and-Role-of-the-

Redeemer-Edited-3.pdf

https://youtu.be/99XsRSgScZE

3. God with Us – Desire of Ages – E. G. White – Website 

https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_DA.20.1&para=130.26

4. The Only True Religion Has a Redeemer

https://www.numbers1317.org/file_01_01.html

5. In the Fullness of Time – Desire of Ages – E. G. White – Website 

https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_DA.32.1&para=130.86

6. The Mystery of Godliness – The Three Persons of the Godhead – The Second Person

https://www.144000teachers.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/Mystery-of-Godliness.pdf

7. Passover – Directly Connected with the Firstborn – Patriarchs and Prophets

https://legacy.egwwritings.org/?ref=en_PP.273&para=84.3651
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And without controversy great is the 

mystery of godliness: 

▪ God was manifest in the flesh 

▪ Justified in the Spirit 

▪ Seen of angels 

▪ Preached unto the Gentiles

▪ Believed on in the world 

▪ Received up into glory 

    1 Timothy 3:16. 

   

   More to be Revealed….
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Mystery of Godliness Revealed

“Nearly two thousand years ago, a voice of mysterious import was 
heard in heaven, from the throne of God, “Lo, I come.” “Sacrifice and 
offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me.... Lo, 

I come (in the volume of the Book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, 

O God.” Hebrews 10:5-7. In these words is announced the 

fulfillment of the purpose that had been hidden from eternal ages. 

Christ was about to visit our world, and to become incarnate. He 

says, “A body hast Thou prepared Me.” Had He appeared with the 
glory that was His with the Father before the world was, we could 

not have endured the light of His presence. That we might behold it 

and not be destroyed, the manifestation of His glory was shrouded. 

His divinity was veiled with humanity,—the invisible glory in the 

visible human form.

This great purpose had been shadowed forth in types and symbols. 

The burning bush, in which Christ appeared to Moses, revealed God. 

The symbol chosen for the representation of the Deity was a lowly 

shrub, that seemingly had no attractions. This enshrined the 

Infinite.” Desire of Ages, 23.
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“The all-merciful God shrouded His 

glory in a most humble type, that 

Moses could look upon it and live. So 

in the pillar of cloud by day and the 

pillar of fire by night, God 

communicated with Israel, revealing to 

men His will, and imparting to them 

His grace. God’s glory was subdued, 
and His majesty veiled, that the weak 

vision of finite men might behold it. 

So Christ was to come in “the body of 
our humiliation” (Philippians 3:21), “in 
the likeness of men.” In the eyes of the 
world He possessed no beauty that 

they should desire Him; yet He was the 

incarnate God, the light of heaven and 

earth. His glory was veiled, His 

greatness and majesty were hidden, 

that He might draw near to sorrowful, 

tempted men. 

God commanded Moses for Israel, 

“Let them make Me a sanctuary; 
that I may dwell among them” 

(Exodus 25:8), and He abode in 

the sanctuary, in the midst of His 

people. Through all their weary 

wandering in the desert, the 

symbol of His presence was with 

them. So Christ set up His 

tabernacle in the midst of our 

human encampment. He pitched 

His tent by the side of the tents of 

men, that He might dwell among 

us, and make us familiar with His 

divine character and life. “The 
Word became flesh, and 

tabernacled among us (and we 

beheld His glory, glory as of the 

Only Begotten from the Father), 

full of grace and truth.” 
John 1:14.” Desire of Ages, 23.



“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All 

things were made by him; and without him was not any thing 

made that was made.” John 1:1 – 3.

“The world was made by him, “and without him was not anything 
made that was made.” If Christ made all things, he existed before 
all things. The words spoken in regard to this are so decisive that 

no one need be left in doubt. Christ was God essentially, and in 

the highest sense. He was with God from all eternity, God over 

all, blessed forevermore. 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, existed from 

eternity, a distinct person, yet one with the Father. He was the 

surpassing glory of heaven. He was the commander of the 

heavenly intelligences, and the adoring homage of the angels was 

received by him as his right. This was no robbery of God.”
RH, April 5, 1906, par. 8.
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Christ Was God from All Eternity

“The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way,” he declares, 
“before his works of old. I was set up from everlasting, from the 
beginning, or ever the earth was. When there were no depths, I 

was brought forth; when there were no fountains abounding with 

water. Before the mountains were settled, before the hills was I 

brought forth; while as yet he had not made the earth, nor the 

fields, nor the highest part of the dust of the world. When he 

prepared the heavens, I was there: when he set a compass upon 

the face of the depth.” 

There are light and glory in the truth that Christ was one with 

the Father before the foundation of the world was laid. This is the 

light shining in a dark place, making it resplendent with divine, 

original glory. This truth, infinitely mysterious in itself, explains 

other mysterious and otherwise unexplainable truths, while it is 

enshrined in light, unapproachable and incomprehensible.”
RH, April 5, 1906, par. 8.
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The Mystery of Godliness – Christ was God from all Eternity

Part of Primitive Godliness – Possessed by Adam at Creation

Part of True Education – Fountain of Living Waters

“Saith the Lord, “They have forsaken me the fountain of living waters, 
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.” 
Jeremiah 2:3.

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.... 
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate 

day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 

that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; 

and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” Psalm 1:1-3.

It is only as the law of God [all His precepts] is restored to its rightful 

position that there can be a revival of primitive faith and godliness 

among his professed people. “Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, 
and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk 

therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.” Jeremiah 6:16.” 
The Great Controversy, 473.
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The study of the incarnation of Christ, 

His atoning sacrifice and mediatorial 

work, will employ the mind of the diligent 

student as long as time shall last; and 

looking to heaven with its unnumbered 

years he will exclaim, “Great is the 
mystery of godliness.” 

In eternity we shall learn that which, had 

we received the enlightenment it was 

possible to obtain here, would have 

opened our understanding. The themes 

of redemption will employ the hearts and 

minds and tongues of the redeemed 

through the everlasting ages. They will 

understand the truths which Christ 

longed to open to His disciples, but 

which they did not have faith to grasp. 

Forever and forever new views of the 

perfection and glory of Christ will appear. 

Through endless ages will the faithful 

Householder bring forth from His 

treasure things new and old.” 
Christ’s Object Lessons, 134.

“In giving us His word, God has put us 
in possession of every truth essential 

for our salvation. Thousands have 

drawn water from these wells of life, yet 

there is no diminishing of the supply. 

Thousands have set the Lord before 

them, and by beholding have been 

changed into the same image. Their 

spirit burns within them as they speak 

of His character, telling what Christ is 

to them, and what they are to Christ. 

But these searchers have not exhausted 

these grand and holy themes. 

Thousands more may engage in the 

work of searching out the mysteries of 

salvation. As the life of Christ and the 

character of His mission are dwelt 

upon, rays of light will shine forth more 

distinctly at every attempt to discover 

truth. Each fresh search will reveal 

something more deeply interesting than 

has yet been unfolded. The subject is 

inexhaustible. 14



Passover is Directly 

Connected with Christ 

the Firstborn

“For all the firstborn of the 
children of Israel are mine, 

both man and beast: on 

the day that I smote every 

firstborn in the land of 

Egypt I sanctified them for 

myself.”  Numbers 8:17.

“Every thing that openeth 

the matrix in all flesh, 

which they bring unto the 

LORD, whether it be of 

men or beasts, shall be 

thine: nevertheless the 

firstborn of man shalt thou 

surely redeem, and the 

firstling of unclean beasts 

shalt thou redeem.” 
Numbers 18:15.

“When the demand for Israel’s release had been 
first presented to the king of Egypt, the warning of 

the most terrible of the plagues had been given. 

Moses was directed to say to Pharaoh, “Thus saith 
the Lord, Israel is My son, even My first-born: and 

I say unto thee, Let My son go, that he may serve 

Me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will 

slay thy son, even thy first-born.” Exodus 4:22, 23. 
Though despised by the Egyptians, the Israelites 

had been honored by God, in that they were 

singled out to be the depositaries of His law. In the 

special blessings and privileges accorded them, 

they had pre-eminence among the nations, as the 

first-born son had among brothers.

 

The judgment of which Egypt had first been 

warned, was to be the last visited. God is long-

suffering and plenteous in mercy. He has a tender 

care for the beings formed in His image. If the loss 

of their harvests and their flocks and herds had 

brought Egypt to repentance, the children would 

not have been smitten; but the nation had 

stubbornly resisted the divine command, and now 

the final blow was about to fall.”  
Patriarchs and Prophets, 273. 15



Passover is Directly Connected 

with Christ the Firstborn

“The Passover was to be both 
commemorative and typical, not only 

pointing back to the deliverance from 

Egypt, but forward to the greater 

deliverance which Christ was to 

accomplish in freeing His people from 

the bondage of sin. The sacrificial lamb 

represents “the Lamb of God,” in whom 
is our only hope of salvation. 

Says the apostle, “Christ our passover 

is sacrificed for us.” 1 Corinthians 5:7. 
It was not enough that the paschal 

lamb be slain; its blood must be 

sprinkled upon the doorposts; so the 

merits of Christ’s blood must be applied 
to the soul. We must believe, not only 

that He died for the world, but that He 

died for us individually. We must 

appropriate to ourselves the virtue of 

the atoning sacrifice.

The hyssop used in sprinkling the 

blood was the symbol of purification. 

“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be 
clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter 

than snow.” Psalm 51:7. 

The lamb was to be prepared whole, 

not a bone of it being broken: so not a 

bone was to be broken of the Lamb of 

God, who was to die for us. John 

19:36. Thus was also represented the 

completeness of Christ’s sacrifice.

The flesh was to be eaten. It is not 

enough even that we believe on Christ 

for the forgiveness of sin; we must by 

faith be constantly receiving spiritual 

strength and nourishment from Him 

through His word. Said Christ, 

“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
man, and drink His blood, ye have no 

life in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, 

and drinketh My blood, hath eternal 

life.” John 6:53, 54.” Ibid. 277.
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Passover is Directly 

Connected with Christ 

the Firstborn

“The followers of Christ 
must be partakers of His 

experience. They must 

receive and assimilate the 

word of God so that it 

shall become the motive 

power of life and action. 

By the power of Christ 

they must be changed into 

His likeness, and reflect 

the divine attributes. They 

must eat the flesh and 

drink the blood of the Son 

of God, or there is no life 

in them. The spirit and 

work of Christ must 

become the spirit and 

work of His disciples. 

The lamb was to be eaten with bitter herbs, as 

pointing back to the bitterness of the bondage in 

Egypt. So when we feed upon Christ, it should be 

with contrition of the heart, because of our sins.

 

The use of unleavened bread also was significant. 

The leaven of sin must be put away from all who 

would receive life and nourishment from Christ. 

So Paul writes to the Corinthian church, “Purge 
out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a 

new lump... . Let us keep the feast, not with old 

leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and 

wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of 

sincerity and truth.” 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8. 

Before obtaining freedom, the bondmen must 

show their faith in the great deliverance. The 

blood must be placed upon their houses, and 

they must separate themselves and their families 

from the Egyptians, and gather within their own 

dwellings. All who failed to heed the Lord’s 
directions would lose their firstborn by the hand 

of the destroyer.” Ibid., 278.
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Passover is Directly 

Connected with Christ 

the Firstborn

“By obedience the people 
were to give evidence of 

their faith. So all who hope 

to be saved by the merits of 

the blood of Christ should 

realize that they themselves 

have something to do in 

securing their salvation. 

While it is Christ only that 

can redeem us from the 

penalty of transgression, we 

are to turn from sin to 

obedience. Man is to be 

saved by faith, not by 

works; yet his faith must be 

shown by his works. God 

has given His Son to die as 

a propitiation for sin.

He has manifested the light of truth, the way of 

life, He has given facilities, ordinances, and 

privileges; and now man must co-operate with 

these saving agencies; he must appreciate and use 

the helps that God has provided—believe and obey 

all the divine requirements.

As Moses rehearsed to Israel the provisions of God 

for their deliverance, “the people bowed the head 
and worshiped.” The glad hope of freedom, the 
awful knowledge of the impending judgment upon 

their oppressors, the cares and labors incident to 

their speedy departure—all were for the time 

swallowed up in gratitude to their gracious 

Deliverer. Many of the Egyptians had been led to 

acknowledge the God of the Hebrews as the only 

true God, and these now begged to be permitted to 

find shelter in the homes of Israel when the 

destroying angel should pass through the land. 

They were gladly welcomed, and they pledged 

themselves henceforth to serve the God of Jacob 

and to go forth from Egypt with His people.

Ibid., 279.
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Who is the Firstborn of Man 

Type – Physical – Concrete 

“Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even 

my firstborn.” Exodus 4:22.

“Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all that 

openeth the matrix, being males; but all the 

firstborn of my children I redeem.” 
Exodus 8:15.

“All that openeth the matrix is mine; and every 

firstling among thy cattle, whether ox or sheep, 

that is male.” Exodus 34:19.

“Every thing that openeth the matrix in all 

flesh, which they bring unto the LORD, whether 

it be of men or beasts, shall be thine: 

nevertheless the firstborn of man shalt thou 

surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean 

beasts shalt thou redeem.” Numbers 18:15.

“As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every 

male that openeth the womb shall be called 

holy to the Lord.” Luke 2:23.

Who is the Firstborn of God 

Anti-Type – Spiritual – Abstract 
“Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 

saints in light: Who hath delivered us from the 

power of darkness, and hath translated us into the 

kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have 

redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness 

of sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the 

firstborn of every creature.” Colossians 1:12.
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Who are the Firstborn of Man
“There was also a lot for the tribe of Manasseh; for he was the firstborn of Joseph; 
to wit, for Machir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead: because he was a 

man of war, therefore he had Gilead and Bashan.

There was also a lot for the rest of the children of Manasseh by their families; for 

the children of Abiezer, and for the children of Helek, and for the children of Asriel, 

and for the children of Shechem, and for the children of Hepher, and for the 

children of Shemida: these were the male children of Manasseh the son of Joseph 

by their families.

But Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of 

Manasseh, had no sons, but daughters: and these are the names of his daughters, 

Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

And they came near before Eleazar the priest, and before Joshua the son of Nun, 

and before the princes, saying, The LORD commanded Moses to give us an 

inheritance among our brethren. Therefore according to the commandment of the 

LORD he gave them an inheritance among the brethren of their father. And there 

fell ten portions to Manasseh, beside the land of Gilead and Bashan, which were 

on the other side Jordan; Because the daughters of Manasseh had an inheritance 

among his sons: and the rest of Manasseh's sons had the land of Gilead.” 
Joshua 17:1-6.
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Who are the 

Firstborn of Man

Type – Physical

– Concrete – OT  

Who are the Firstborn of God 

Anti-Type – Spiritual – Abstract – NT  
“His dear Son: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn 

of every creature.” Colossians 1:12.

“But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward 

they that are Christ's at his coming.” 1 Corinthians 15:23.

“Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith 
not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which 

is Christ.” Galatians 3:16.

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by 

the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 1 Peter 1:23.

“Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should 
be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.” James 1:8.

“The hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed 
from the earth…. being the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.” 
Revelation 14:3, 4.
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Who are the Firstborn of God 

“For ye are all the children of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as 

have been baptized into Christ have put 

on Christ. 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 

neither bond nor free, there is neither 

male nor female: for ye are all one in 

Christ Jesus. 

And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 

Abraham's seed, and heirs according to 

the promise.” Galatians 3:28, 29.
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The Birthright of the Firstborn

“The promises made to Abraham and 

confirmed to his son were held by 

Isaac and Rebekah as the great object 

of their desires and hopes. With these 

promises Esau and Jacob were 

familiar. They were taught to regard 

the birthright as a matter of great 

importance, for it included not only 

an inheritance of worldly wealth but 

spiritual pre-eminence.” 
Patriarchs and Prophets, 177.

More to be Revealed….
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