ELLEN WHITE AND REFERENCES TO SUNDAY CLOSING

1. Sabbath Substitution

Through the two great errors; the immortality of the soul and
Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the people under his
deceptions. The latter creates a bond of sympathy with Rome. The
Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching
their hands across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they
will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the Roman power; and
under the influence of this threefold union, this country will
follow in the steps of Rome in trampling on the rights of
conscience. (The Great Controversy, p.588)

The substitution of the laws of man for the law of God, the
exaltation, by merely human authority, of Sunday in place of the
Bible Sabbath, 1s the last act in the drama. When this
substitution becomes universal, God will reveal Himself.
(Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 1l41)

God's Sabbath will be trampled under foot, and a false sabbath will
be exalted. In a Sunday law there is possibility for great
, suffering to those who observe the seventh-day. The working out
of Satan's plans will bring persecution to the people of God.
(Selected Messages-II, p. 375)

Everything in God's world, both men and doctrines and nature
itself, is fulfilling God's sure word of prophecy and accomplishing
His grand and closing work in this world's history. Wwe are to be
ready and waiting for the orders of God. Nations will be stirred
to their very center. Support will be withdrawn from those who
proclaim God's only standard of righteocusness, the only sure test
of character. And all who will not bow to the decree of the
national councils and obey the national laws to exalt the sabbath
instituted by the mam of sin, to the disregard of God's holy day,
will feel, not the oppressive power of popery alone, but of the
Protestant world. (Selected Messages - II, p. 380) '

History will be repeated. False religion will be exalted. The
first day of the week, a common working day, possessing no sanctity
whatever, will be set up as was the image at Babylon. The decree
enforcing the worship of this day is to go forth to all the world.
In a limited degree, it has already gone forth. In several places
the civil power is speaking with the voics of a dragen, just as the
heathen king spoke to the Hebrew captives. (Bible Commentary, Vol.
7, P. 976)




2. Sunday Laws

When our nation shall so abjure the principles of its government
as to enact a Sunday law, Protestantism will in this act join hands
with popery; it will be nothing else than giving life to the
tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its opportunity to
spring again into active despotism. (Testimonies, vol. s, p. 712)

When Sunday observance shall be enforced by law, and the world
shall be enlightened concerning the obligation of the true Sabbath,
then whoever shall transgress the command of those who still
continue in transgression will receive the mark of the beast. With
rapid steps we are approaching this period. When Protestant
churches shall unite with the secular power to sustain a false
religion, for opposing which their ancestors endured the fiercest
persecution, then will the papal sabbath be enforced by the
combined authority of church and state. There will be a national
apostasy, which will end only in national ruin. (Evangelism, p.
235)

A time is coming when the law of God is, in a special sense, to be
made void in our land. The rulers of our nation will, by
legislative enactments, enforce the Sunday law, and thus God's
people be brought into great peril. When our nation, in its
legislative councils, shall enact laws to bind the consciences of
men in regard to their religious privileges, enforcing Sunday
observance, and bringing oppressive power to bear against those who
keep the seventh-day Sabbath, the law of God will, to all intents
and purposes, be made void in our Land; and ‘national apostasy will
be followed by national ruin. (Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 977)

To secure popularity and patronage, lesgislators will yield to the
demand for a Sunday law. Those who fear God cannot accept an
institution that violates a precept of the Decalogue. On this
battlefield come the last great conflict of the controversy between
truth and error. (Testimony Treasures, Vol. 2, p. 31)

While men are sleeping, Satan is actively arranging matters so that
the Lord's people may not have mercy or justice. The Sunday
movement 1is now making its way in darkness. The leaders are
concealing the true issue, and many who unite in the movement do
not themselves see whither the undercurrent is tending. Its
professions are mild and apparently Christian, but when it shall
speak it wallk reveal the spirit of the dragon. (Testimonies
Treasures, Vol. 2, p. 152)

There are many, even of those engaged in this movement for Sunday
enforcement, who are blinded to the results which will follow this
action. They do not see that they are striking directly against
religious liberty. (Testimonies Treasurers, Val. 2, P. 318)
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Satan is at work through human agencies. Those who are making an
effort to change the Constitution and secure a law enforcing Sunday
observance little realize what will be the result. A crisis is
just upon us. (Testimonies Treasures, Vol. 2, p. 352)

3. Reaction to Sunday Laws

We should now be doing our very best to defeat this Sunday law.
The best way to do this will be to lift up the law of God and make
it stand forth in all its sacredness. This must be done if the
truth triumphs. (Counsels to Writers and Editors, p. 98)

To defy the Sunday laws will but strengthen in their persecution
the religious zealots who are seeking to enforce them. Give them
no cccasion to call you law-breakers. If they are left to rein up
men who fear neither God nor man, the reining up will soon lose its
novelty for them, and they will see that it is not consistent nor
convenient for them to be strict in regard to the observance of
Sunday. Keep right on with your missionary work, with your Bibles
in your hands, and the enemy will see that he has worsted his own
cause. (Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 232)

If ever we needed to manifest kindness and true courtesy, it is
now. We may have to plead most earnestly before legislative
councils for the right to worship God according to the dictates of
conscience. Thus in His providence God has designed that the
claims of His law shall be brought before men in positicns of
highest authority. But as we stand before these men, we are to
show no bitterness of feeling. Constantly we are to pray for
divine aid. It is God alone who can hold the four winds until His
servants shall be sealed in their foreheads. (Selected messages -
II, p. 375)

It would be well if the nineteenth and the greater portion of the
twentieth chapters of Exodus, with verses twelve to eighteen of the
thirty-first chapter, were printed just as they stand. Crowd these
truths into pamphlets. Then when those who plead for Sunday laws
meet you, place the leaflets in their hands. Tell them that you
have no discussion over the Sunday question, for you have a plain
"Thus saith the Lord® for the keeping of the Saventh day.
(Evangelism, p. 232)

In the very time in which we live, the Lord has called His pecple
and has given them a message to bear. He has called them to expose
the wickedness of the man of sin who has made the Sunday law a
distinctive power, who has thought to change times and laws, and
to oppress the people of God who stand firmly to honor Him by
kseping the only true Sabbath, the Sabbath of creation, as holy
unto the Lord. (Testimonies to Ministers, pp. 117, 118)
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We are not ready for the issue to which the enforcement of the
Sunday law will bring us. It is our duty, as we see the signs of
approaching peril, to arouse to action. Let none sit in calm
expectation of the evil, comforting themselves with the belief that
this work must go on because prophecy has foratold it., and that the
Lord will shelter His people. We are not doing the will of God if
we sit in quietude, doing nothing to preserve liberty of
conscience. Fervent, effectual prayer should be ascending to
heaven that this calamity may be deferred until we can accomplish
the work which has so long been neglected. (Testimonies Treasures,
Vol. 2, ps 321)

We have been looking many years for a Sunday law to be enacted in
our land; and, now the movement is right upon us, we ask: Will our
people do their duty in the matter? Can we not assist in lifting
the standard and in calling to the front those who have a regard
for their religious rights and privileges? (Testimonies
Treasurers, Vol. 2, p. 323)



