2 POLES OF TRUTH:
THE BEST METHOD IN COMMUNICATING TRUTH

WHAT IS TRUTH?

"Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou
sayest that | am a king. To this end was | born, and for this cause came |
into the world, that | should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of
the truth heareth my voice. Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And when
he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, |
find in him no fault at all." John 18:37, 38.

WHO IS TRUTH?
"Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me." John 14.6.

THE WORD IS TRUTH: JESUS IS THE WORD

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth.” John 1:14

THE HOLY SPIRIT TEACHES US THE TRUTH

"I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth:
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you." John 16: 12, 13.

WHO CAN COMPREHEND THE TRUTH?

"Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, and drawn from the breasts.
For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line,
line upon line; here a little, and there a little:

For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.
To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to
rest; and this is the refreshing: yet they would not hear.

But the word of the LORD was unto them precept upon precept, precept
upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little;
that they might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and snared, and
taken.” Isaiah 28:9-13.



HOW DO WE RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE WORD OF TRUTH?
"Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth." 2 Timothy 2:15.

WHY WAS THE WORD OF GOD GIVEN TO US?

"And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able
to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works."

2 Timothy 3: 15-17.

WHAT IS THE MOST COMPLETE, CONNECTED, HARMONIOUS
SYSTEM OF TRUTH IN THE BIBLE?

The Key to a Complete System of Truth: "The subject of the sanctuary was
the key which opened to view a complete system of truth, connected and
harmonious, showing that God's hand had directed the great advent
movement, and revealing present duty as it brought to light the position and
work of His people."

The Great Controversy, p. 423.

THE WAY JESUS TAUGHT: 2 POLES OF TRUTH - 2 SPHERES

2 POLES: THE EARTHLY AND THE HEAVENLY - THE HUMAN AND THE
DIVINE

"The practical truths He uttered had a convincing power, and arrested the
attention of the people. Multitudes lingered at His side, marveling at His
wisdom. His manner corresponded with the great truths He proclaimed.
There was no apology, no hesitancy, not the shadow of a doubt or
uncertainty that it might be other than He declared. He spoke of the earthly
and the heavenly, of the human and the divine, with positive authority; and
the people "were astonished at His doctrine for His word was with power."
Review and Herald 6, 1911.

2 POLES: EVENTS OF LIFE AND IMMORTAL TRUTH - DAILY TASKS
AND SPIRITUAL- SEEN AND UNSEEN

"The birds of the air, the lilies of the field, the sower and the seed, the
shepherd and the sheep--with these Christ illustrated immortal truth. He
drew illustrations also from the events of life, facts of experience familiar to
the hearers--the leaven, the hid treasure, the pearl, the fishing net, the lost
coin, the prodigal son, the houses on the rock and the sand. In His lessons



there was something to interest every mind, to appeal to every heart. Thus
the daily task, instead of being a mere round of toil, bereft of higher
thoughts, was brightened and uplifted by constant reminders of the spiritual
and the unseen." Education, p. 102.

2 POLES: KNOWN AND UNKNOWN - NATURAL AND SACRED -
EARTHLY AND DIVINE

"In His teaching, Christ drew His illustrations from the great treasury of
household ties and affections, and from nature. The unknown was
illustrated by the known; sacred and divine truths, by natural, earthly things,
with which the people were most familiar. These were the things that would
speak to their hearts, and make the deepest impression on their minds.

"The words of Christ placed the teachings of nature in a new aspect and

made them new revelation. He could speak of the things which His own
hands had made, for they had qualities and properties that were peculiarly
His own. In nature, as in the sacred pages of the Old Testament Scriptures,
divine, momentous truths are revealed; and in His teaching, Jesus laid
these open before the people, bound up with the beauty of natural things."
Counsels to parents, teachers and students, p. 178, 179.

FOR HIS OWN WISE PURPOSE THE LORD VEILS SPIRITUAL TRUTHS
IN FIGURES AND SYMBOLS

"For His own wise purpose the Lord veils spiritual truths in figures and
symbols. Through the use of figures of speech the plainest and most telling
rebuke was often given to His accusers and enemies, and they could find in
His words no occasion to condemn Him. In parables and comparisons He
found the best method of communicating divine truth. In simple language,
using figures and illustrations drawn from the natural world, He opened
spiritual truth to His hearers, and gave expression to precious principles
that would have passed from their minds, and left scarcely a trace, had He
not connected His words with stirring scenes of life, experience, or nature.
In this way He called forth their interest, aroused inquiry, and when He had
fully secured their attention, He decidedly impressed upon them the
testimony of truth. In this way He was able to make sufficient impression
upon the heart so that afterward His hearers could look upon the thing with
which He connected His lesson, and recall the words of the divine
Teacher." Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 236.



THE WAY JESUS TAUGHT SHOULD BE OUR EXAMPLE AS
TEACHERS

HIS WORDS WERE AS THE LIFE OF GOD

"There were occasions when Christ spoke with an authority that sent His
words home with irresistible force, with an overwhelming sense of the
greatness of the Speaker, and the human agencies shrunk unto
nothingness in comparison with the One before them. They were deeply
moved; their minds were impressed that He was repeating the command
from the most excellent glory. As He summoned the world to listen, they
were spellbound and entranced, and conviction came to their minds. Every
word made for itself a place, and the hearers believed and received the
words that they had no power to resist. Every word He uttered seemed to
the hearers as the life of God." Bible Commentaries, Vol. 5 p. 1084, 1085.

HE DID NOT USE UNKIND OR DISCOURTEOUS EXPRESSIONS

"Jesus was the pattern for children, and He was also the father's example.
He spoke as one having authority, and His word was with power; yet in all
His intercourse with rude and violent men He did not use one unkind or
discourteous expression. The grace of Christ in the heart will impart a
heaven-born dignity and sense of propriety. It will soften whatever is harsh,
and subdue all that is coarse and unkind. It will lead fathers and mothers to
treat their children as intelligent beings, as they themselves would like to be
treated." Desire of Ages, p. 515.

NO HESITATION NOR UNCERTAINTY

"He spoke as one having authority, and not as the scribes, in a hesitating,
uncertain manner. With calmness and power He proclaimed the living
principles of truth, making them more forcible by His manner of presenting
them. He could read and understand the policy of Satan,--his desire to
cover truth with the rubbish of superstition and tradition. He rescued truth,
and gave it to the world, clothed with more than its original glory and luster.”
Review and Herald, Aug. 20, 1903.

"He spake as one who understood every part of His subject."
Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 237.

HIS VOICE WAS NEVER PITCHED TO AN UNNATURAL KEY
"When Jesus spoke, it was not with hesitating uncertainty, with repetition of
words and familiar figures. The truth came from his lips clothed in new and



interesting representations that gave in the freshness of a new revelation.
His voice was never pitched to an unnatural key, and his words came with
an earnestness and assurance appropriate to their importance and the
momentous consequences involved in their reception or rejection. When
his doctrines were opposed, he defended them with so great zeal and
certainty as to impress his hearers that he would die, if need be, to sustain
the authority of his teachings.” Review and Herald, Jan. 7, 1890.

HE FORESAW THE DELUSIVE DOCTRINES THAT WOULD FILL THE
WORLD

"Christ spoke with authority. Every truth essential for the people to know He
proclaimed with the unfaltering assurance of certain knowledge. He uttered
nothing fanciful or sentimental. He presented no sophistries, no human
opinions. No idle tales, no false theories clothed in beautiful language,
came from His lips. The statements that He made were truths established
by personal knowledge. He foresaw the delusive doctrines that would fill
the world, but He did not unfold them. In His teachings He dwelt upon the
unchangeable principles of God's word. He magnified the simple, practical
truths that the common people could understand and bring into the daily
experience." Testimonies, Vol. 8, p. 201.

ERROR DISTINGUISHED FROM TRUTH

"He could have opened mysteries which patriarchs and prophets desired to
look into, which human curiosity had been impatiently desirous of
understanding. But when men could not discern the most simple, plainly-
stated truths, how could they understand mysteries which were hid from
mortal eyes? Jesus did not disdain to repeat old, familiar truths; for he was
the author of these truths. He was the glory of the temple. Truths which had
been lost sight of, which had been misplaced, misinterpreted, and
disconnected from their true position, he separated from the
companionship of error; and showing them as precious jewels in their own
bright luster, he reset them in their proper framework, and commanded
them to stand fast forever. What a work was this! It was of such a character
that no finite man could comprehend or do it. Only the divine Hand could
take the truth which, from its connection with error, had been serving the
cause of the enemy of God and man, and place it where it would glorify
God, and be the salvation of humanity. The work of Christ was to give again
to the world the truth in its original freshness and beauty. He represented
the spiritual and heavenly, by the things of nature and experience. He gave
fresh manna to the hungry soul, presented a new kingdom which was to be
set up among men." Review and Herald, Nov. 28, 1893.
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CHRIST SELDOM ATTEMPTED TO PROVE THAT TRUTH IS TRUTH
"Christ seldom attempted to prove that truth is truth. He illustrated truth in
all its bearings, and then left His hearers free to accept or reject it, as they
might choose. He did not force anyone to believe. In the sermon on the
mount He instructed the people in practical godliness, distinctly outlining
their duty. He spoke in such a manner as to commend truth to the
conscience. The power manifested by the disciples was revealed in the
clearness and earnestness with which they expressed the truth."
Evangelism, p. 171.

CHRIST COMES RIGHT TO THE POINT

"In Christ's teaching there is no long, far-fetched, complicated reasoning.
He comes right to the point. In His ministry He read every heart as an open
book, and from the inexhaustible store of His treasure house He drew
things both new and old to illustrate and enforce His teachings. He touched
the heart, and awakened the sympathies." Evangelism, p. 171.

HE DID NOT PRESENT A GREAT MASS OF TRUTH TO BE ACCEPTED
ALL AT ONCE

"In presenting the truth to others, we should follow the example of Jesus.
He did not present a great mass of truth, to be accepted all at once. He led
the inquiring mind from truth to truth, from lesson to lesson, opening up the
significance of the Scripture, as they were able to bear it. In every age the
truth appropriate for the time, and essential to character and life, must be
revealed in this manner. If any one -- however much he may know -- takes
the position that he has all the truth, that nothing more is essential for him,
he makes a great mistake, and will meet with terrible loss. The command,
"Go forward," is ever to be obeyed. We are not to retrograde, not even to
stand still, but to advance, step by step, following the Light of the world."
Review and Herald, Oct. 14, 1890.

HE DID NOT CLAIM OBEDIENCE THROUGH THE STRENGTH OF
ARGUMENT

"Christ came into the world to bring all resistance and authority into
subjection to Himself, but He did not claim obedience through the strength
of argument or the voice of command; He went about doing good and
teaching His followers the things which belonged to their peace. He stirred
up no strife, He resented no personal injuries, but met with meek
submission the insults, the false accusations, and the cruel scourging of
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those who hated Him and condemned Him to death. Christ is our example.
His life is a practical illustration of His divine teachings. His character is
a living exhibition of the way to do good and overcome evil."
Testimonies, Vol. 4, p. 139.

HE WATCH THE COUNTENANCE OF HIS HEARERS

"When Christ was teaching on earth, He watched the countenances of His
hearers, and the kindling eye, the animated expression, told Him in a
moment when one assented to the truth. Even so should the teachers of

the people now study the countenances of their hearers.”
Evangelism, p. 158



