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METHOD 3 

THE SANCTUARY AND THE PLAN REVEALED: THE TRUE 
SACRIFICE

SUGGESTED METHOD: 

 

• Compare the 2 illustrations showing the sacrifices offered, with the 
Biblical quotes and the commentaries of the Bible Companions, 
Patriarchs and Prophets. View Photos

• Add your own comments and research.
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BLOOD OFFERING - HEBREWS 9:22 
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FRUIT OF THE GROUND OFFERING - GENESIS 4:3 
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FILE NO. 3 

THE SANCTUARY AND THE PLAN REVEALED: THE TRUE 
SACRIFICE

THE BIBLE COMPANIONS: 

"The sacrificial offerings were ordained by God to be to man a perpetual 
reminder and a penitential acknowledgment of his sin and a confession of 
his faith in the promised Redeemer... As he slew the innocent victim, he 
trembled at the thought that his sin must shed the blood of the spotless 
Lamb of God." Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 68.

IT IS WRITTEN: (Second Generation from Adam - first murder) 

"And Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground. And 
in process of time it came to pass that Cain brought of the ground an 
offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock 
and of the fat thereof. And the Lord had respect unto Abel and to his 
offering: but unto Cain and to his offering he had no respect. And Cain was 
very wroth... Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and slew him."  
Genesis 4: 2-5, 8.

"And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without 
shedding of blood is no remission." Hebrews 9: 22.

THE BIBLE COMPANIONS: 

"Cain and Abel represent two classes that will exist in the world till the close 
of time. One class avail themselves of the appointed sacrifice for sins; the 
other venture to depend upon their own merits; theirs is a sacrifice without 
the virtue of divine mediation, and thus it is not able to bring man into favor 
with God. It is only through the merits of Jesus that our transgression can 

be pardoned."   Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 72, 73. 

File 03 - Appendix of Studies 
STUDY: BIBLICAL RESEARCH ON THE PLAN OF SALVATION 
              (See File 03, p. 7- 11) 
STUDY: DO YOU KNOW YOUR SPIRITUAL BIRTHRIGHT AND  
              PRIESTHOOD?   (See File 03, p.  12-18)   
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STUDY: THE NAMES OF GOD (See File 03, p. 19-23 )  
                                                                                   

REFERENCES: 

It is written, The Bible  
Genesis, Chapter 4 

Bible Companions: E. G. White, Author 

Patriarchs and Prophets, Chapters 4 and 5. 
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DO YOU KNOW YOUR SPIRITUAL BIRTHRIGHT AND PRIESTHOOD? 

      "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that 
we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us 
not, because it knew him not. Beloved, now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when 
he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is." 

         1 John 3:1, 2 

INTRODUCTION: 
      "No man receives holiness as a birthright, or as a gift from any other 

human being. Holiness is the gift of God through Christ. Those who 
receive the Saviour become sons of God. They are His spiritual 
children, born again, renewed in righteousness and true holiness. 
Their minds are changed. With clearer vision they behold eternal 
realities. They are adopted into God's family, and they become 
conformed to His likeness, changed by His Spirit from glory to glory. 
From cherishing supreme love for self, they come to cherish supreme 
love for God and for Christ... Accepting Christ as a personal Savior 
and following His example of self-denial - this is the secret of 
holiness." Sign of the Times, Dec. 17, 1902 

THE BIRTHRIGHT: THE EXCELLENCY OF DIGNITY, OF POWER 
REUBEN WAS THE FIRSTBORN OF JACOB: 
    "Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my 

strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power: 
Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou went up to thy 
father's bed; then defiled thou it: he went up to my couch." 

         Genesis 49: 3, 4 

       “The promises made to Abraham and confirmed to his son were held 
by Isaac and Rebekah as the great object of their desires and hopes. 

12



With these promises Esau and Jacob were familiar. They were taught 
to regard the birthright as a matter of great importance, for it included 
not only an inheritance of worldly wealth but spiritual pre-eminence. 
He who received it was to be the priest of his family, and in the line of 
his posterity the Redeemer of the world would come. On the other 
hand, there were obligations resting upon the possessor of the 
birthright. He who should inherit its blessings must devote his life to 
the service of God. Like Abraham, he must be obedient to the divine 
requirements. In marriage, in his family relations, in public life, he 
must consult the will of God.” 

         Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 177,178 

THE BIRTHRIGHT INCLUDED: 
1. AN INHERITANCE OF WORDLY WEALTH: A DOUBLE PORTION 
    OF THE FATHER'S WEALTH 
2. TO BE THE PROGENITOR OF THE REDEEMER TO COME 
3. TO BE THE PRIEST OF THE FAMILY 

LOST OF BIRTHRIGHT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT: 
1. Cain lost his birthright after he killed Abel - anger and rebellion. 
    Genesis 4: 3-11. 
2. Esau lost his birthright for a bowl of lentils - appetite and lack of 
    self-control. Genesis 27: 1-46. 
3. Reuben lost his birthright because he slept with his father's 
    concubine - passion and lack of self-control. Genesis 49: 3, 4 

JACOB'S THREE SONS INHERITED THE BIRTHRIGHT INSTEAD OF 
THE FIRSTBORN REUBEN: 
1. Joseph received the DOUBLE PORTION through Ephraim and 
    Manasseh. 
2. Judah became the PROGENITOR of the Redeemer. 
3. Levi received the PRIESTHOOD. 

THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF THE BIRTHRIGHT: 
1. THE DOUBLE PORTION: 

• The Early and the Latter Rain of the Precious Truth and the Present 
Truth as received from the Holy Spirit. Deuteronomy 32:2; Zechariah 
10:1; Matthew 25: 1-13 
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• The 10 virgins: Both had the Holy Spirit (the oil) but the 5 foolish had 
the precious truth only - 5 wise had the precious truth and the present 
truth and were ready for the marriage supper of the Lamb. 

• The outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the Early and Latter Rain. See 
study on the Latter Rain, file 17, titled: The Latter Rain, showers or 
storms. 

2. PROGENITOR OF THE REDEEMER: 

To be progenitor of the Redeemer means to partake of His Character. 
Partaker means: participant, sharer, associate, fellow, partner, belong to, 
eat or drink, pertain, take part, communicate, communion, fellowship. 
(Greek Concordance 3353) 

• Partakers of His divine nature 
• Partakers of His holiness 
• Partakers of His sufferings 
• Partakers of His glory 
• Partakers of His Holy Spirit 
• Partakers of His hope 
• Partakers of His afflictions 
• Partakers of the fruits 
• Partakers of spiritual things 
• Partakers of that one bread 
• Partakers of the consolation 
• Partakers of His promises 
• Partakers in the first resurrection 
• Partakers of the inheritance of the saints 
• Partakers of the benefits 
• Partakers of flesh and blood 
• Partakers of the heavenly calling 
• Partakers of Christ 
• Partakers of His chastisements 
• Partakers of His holiness

- 2 Pet. 1: 4 
- Heb. 12:10 
- 1Pet. 4:13 
- 1Pet. 5:1 
- Heb. 6:4 
- 1 Cor. 9:10 
- 2 Tim. 1: 8 
- 2 Ti. 2: 6 
- Rom. 15:27 
- 1 Cor. 10: 16 - 21 
- 2 Cor. 1: 7 
- Ep. 3: 6 
- Rev. 20: 6 
- Col. 1: 12 
- 1 Ti. 6: 2 
- Heb 2: 14 
- Heb. 3: 1 
- Heb. 3: 14 
- Heb. 12: 4-8 
- Heb. 12:10, 11
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3. THE PRIESTHOOD: 
MANY THINGS CHRIST COULD NOT REVEAL TO HIS DISCIPLES 
"I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak: and he will shew you things to come. He shall glorify me: for he 
shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you." John 16: 12, 13. 

GO ON FROM PRECIOUS TRUTH TO PRESENT TRUTH 
"Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto 
perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, 
and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of 
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. And this 
will we do, if God permit." Hebrews 6: 1-3. 

WHO WAS MELCHISEDEC? 
"For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the most high God, who met 
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; to 
whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation 
King of righteousness, and after that also King of Salem, which is, King of 
peace; without father, without mother, without descent, having neither 
beginning of days, nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of God; 
abideth a priest continually." Hebrews 7: 1-3, Genesis 14: 18 - first time 
mentioned. 

"The high priest was designed in a especial manner to represent Christ 
who was to become a high priest forever after the order of Melchisedec. 
This order of priesthood was not to pass to another or be superseded by 
another." 
Redemption. The First Advent of Christ, p. 14. 
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CHRIST COULD NOT BE A PRIEST FROM AARON'S ORDER 
"For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change 
also of the law. For he of whom these things are spoken pertaineth to 
another tribe, of which no man gave attendance at the altar. For it is evident 
that our Lord sprang out of Juda; of which tribe Moses spake nothing 
concerning priesthood." Hebrews 7: 12-14. 

CHRIST WAS THE FIRSTBORN OF AN UNCHANGEABLE PRIESTHOOD 
"If therefore perfection were by the Levitical priesthood, (for under it the 
people received the law) what further need was there that another priest 
should rise after the order of Melchisedec, and not be called after the order 
of Aaron? For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a 
change also of the law... By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better 
testament. And they truly were many priests, because they were not 
suffered to continue by reason of death: but this man, because he 
continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood."  
Hebrews 7:11, 12, 22-24 

LEVITICAL PRIESTHOOD VERSUS MELCHISEDEC PRIESTHOOD 

TRIBE OF LEVI 
AARONIC 
NO OATH 
OFFERED DAILY SACRIFICE 
BLOOD OF ANIMALS 
BECAUSE OF HIS SINS 
EARTHLY SANCTUARY 
PITCHED BY MAN 
CHANGEABLE 
BECAUSE OF DEATH 
TEMPORARY 
AARON IS DEAD 
OLD COVENANT 
LAW WRITEN ON STONES

FIRSTBORN 
MELCHISEDEC 
WITH AN OATH 
CHRIST HIMSELF 
HIS OWN BLOOD 
HAD NO SIN 
HEAVENLY 
BY GOD 
UNCHANGEABLE 
KNEW NO DEATH 
ETERNAL 
CHRIST LIVES 
NEW COVENANT 
IN THE MIND
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CONDITIONS OF ETERNAL LIFE SAME IN OLD AND NEW COVENANT 
"Under the new covenant, the conditions by which eternal life may be 
gained are the same as under the old. The conditions are, and ever have 
been, based on perfect obedience. Under the old covenant, there were 
many offenses of a daring, presumptuous character, for which there was no 
atonement specified by law. In the new and better covenant, Christ has 
fulfilled the law for the transgressors of law, if they receive Him by faith as a 
personal Saviour. "As many as received Him, to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God" (John 1:12). Mercy and forgiveness are the 
reward of all who come to Christ trusting in His merits to take away their 
sins. We are cleansed from sin by the blood of Christ Jesus our Saviour." 
Letter 216, 1906, p. 2 

PART OF THE BIRTHRIGHT: TO BE PRIEST AND KING 
"And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen." Revelation 1:6. 
"And hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on 
the earth." Revelation 5:10 
"Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the 
second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, 
and shall reign with him a thousand years." Revelation 20: 6. 

WORK OF THE PRIESTHOOD 
The Levites had different functions which are applicable for us today: 

• Attended in the sanctuary service: church service functions 
• In charge of music: choose elevating, worship hymns for service 
• Preached the Word: give Bible study during the week 
• Visited the needy and sick: Medical Missionary Work 
• Were given cities of refuge for those accused of murder: visit 

prisoners and pray with them, encourage them 
• Offered intercessory prayers: intercede for salvation of others 

CONCLUSION: 
BECAUSE OF OUR SAVIOR WE ARE ENTITLED TO OUR INHERITANCE 
"For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of 
you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor 
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female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. And if ye be Christ's, then are ye 
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise. Now I say, That the 
heir, as long as he is a child, differ nothing from a servant, though he be 
lord of all; but is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father. 

Even so we, when we were children, were in bondage under the elements 
of the world: but when the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were  

under the law, that we might receive the adoption of son. And because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ." Galatians 3: 26-29; 4: 1-7 
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