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Miss Grace Amadon
l; Cresent Place
Tekoma Park, Wash., D.C.

Dear Miss Amadong

Here is a letter referred by the Ministry to me. I have
consulted with Arthur White, and because we are under such
pressure just now (and lack of wisdom) we are referring it to
you, Brother White has had some correspondence with Brother
Green in the past, and he thinks you have too. You may write
to him direct if you wish, but I would like his letter back and
also a copy of what you write,or you can address him a letter
and give it to me for forwarding if you wish,

The Church of God, as you probably know, teach that Jesus
was crucified on Wednesday. Thanking you for your kindness in
helping us in this matter, I remain :

Very sincerely yours,

T

MEK:AW Field Secretary
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Dear Sirs,

I don't know towhom to address this but I hope whoever reads it will
give me the informetion desired or tell me where I can get facts I

want,

The Shepherd 's Rod, of which heresy 13 of my_relatibes have accepted,
has revived the Wed, crucifixion idea, adapted it somewhat to Spirit '
of Prophecy, I'd like to finé out just how old this idea is and how well

“known it would have been at the time that Sr. White wrote Desire of Agees,

I'Ve canvassed the subject thoroughly as I know how and recognize the
difficulgies involved, The "sixth hour" of John 19:14, and G.C.399

compared with Lev, &xmx# 2315 and 23332.are puzzles to me. The latter
indicete a Passover at the beginning of 14th es, if ninth day at even is the
beginning of tenth day (Lev. 23332) then 14th day at even must be the begin-
ning of of 15th feast of Passover,Also Israel left Egypt on 15th., evidently

jmmediately folloeing the passover,PP 281

Ignore third paragraph and send me any information you‘can give me on
second paragraph, '

With sincere thanks for any help,

Chet Green
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THE DATE OF THE PASSOVER AND THE

PRESENTATION OF THE WAVE SHEAF

Dear Brother:

. Your letter of the Lth inst. has been handed me by Professor
‘to answer. I am indesd interested in your questions; and innsmuoh &8
they all center orn the problem of the anoient Jewish. passover date,
‘with reference to the roasting and eating of the paschal lamb, we
" shall make this the main subject of our answer to your interesting .
. letter. ~ ‘ :

There are altogether at least fourteen specifio passovers recorded
in the Bible--gseven in the NT and seven in the OT. Those in the NT are
based upon the authority of the OT, to which Jesus Himself bore witness .
(John 5:47). The passovers in the 0T only are given o Jewish dato, and
" this feot must guide us in asoribing Jewish dates to the passover festi-
vals in the gospel period. The Spirit of prophecy is a consistent lead,
a8 1s also Josephus in his desoription of the ancient femats. - On the
contrary, the modern Jewish almanac bases its authority upon the Mishna
and Talmud in dating the passover on 15 Nisan. s

As you must know, ench OT passover is datod on 1l Nisan, with the
accompenying statement that the passover was either "kept" or "killed"
on this date. The question at once arises vwhether the roasted lamb as
- also eaten on 1l Nisan. Both OT and NT answor this question, as do al- -
80 astronomy and the Spirit of prophecy. All these authorities are in
agreement, The apparently only disagreement that has come into the
problem dates from Talmudio decisions which influenced the Jews to
change both the ancient passover date and season. This, however, did
not happen without a long calendarial controversy among various Jewish
gects. In the ninth century the Karaites challenged the Rabbanites
that they had -

"introduced the oaloulation of the calendar, and changed the

divine festivals from their due season."--Philip Birnbsum, The
- Arabio Commentary of Yefet ben 'Ali tho Karaite on Tthe Book

of Hosea, p. xxvliil, Philadelpkia, I9LZ2.

. There are, however, ancient pentatouchal texts that command (1) that
the paschal lamb be slain about dusk in the entering evening of the )
fourteenth; (2) that it be ‘roasted and eaten in the. same night; and

(3) that it be eaten with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. Let us con-
sider these commands in the order given: ' ' ‘

* l. Hour of Sla the Passover. The command in Ex. 12:6 that the
lamb msﬁm evenings" is translated "at duslk®
in the modern Jewish tramslation of the OT. The interpretation is Pal- )
mudio that the "going down of thé sun" in Deut. 16:8 refers to early
aftornoon when the sun has erossed the meridisn. Even in early Chrig-’

tian times, before the Talmud in either Jerusalem or Babylon had been
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completed, Ambross of Milan argued with reference to the Easter
passover, that

"since the lamb had to be slain at evening, we oan begin at
the last hour before evening."--Aegidii Bacherii, De Dootrina
Temporum, p. L9, Antverpiae, 1563l

But in the year of the crucifixion, the lsmb sacrifice seems sotu-
ally to have been conducted near the time of sunset, for in Luke 22,7
we read,

"Then came the day of unleavened bread, when the pass=-
over must de killed."

This assertion by Luke implies that the day of unleavensd bread was
Just beginning, and that it was indeed the very day on which the lamd
had to be killed, namely, the OT fourteenth. Hence the hour signified
was obviously the sunset beginning of the fourteenth, in harmony with 0F
practice, Without doubt Peter and John oarried the slain lamb with them
when sent by Jesus into the eity to prepare the feast. Matthew and Mark
make statements similar to lLuke's. All the gospsl writers refer to this
passover, desoribing it in detail, but varying in the episodes intro-
duced into their narratives.

2. Roasted and Eaten in the Night of Fourteenth. The words
of Luke just oited roduce t. uelfix] day, Porhis nsrrative gon-
tinues right on to the arrest, trisl, and death of Jesus. His desorip-
tion plainly identifies the orucifixion day as the fourteenth of Nisan.
But thers are also 0T commands with reference to the date of the lsmb
supper as the same day. One is found im eomnestion with the second month
passover for the unclean. It reads as follows:

"The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall
keep it, and eat it with unleavensd bread and bitter herbs. . .
sccording to all the ordinances of the passover they shall
keop it."--Num, 9:11,12,

Then again a similar cormand occurs in Ex. 12:18;

"In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month
at even, ys shall eat unleavensd bread until the one and twen-
tieth day of the month at even."

And, ad further explained in Ex. 12:8, the eating of unleavened
bread on the fourteenth must have besn in cormeotion with the wupper
of the roasted lamb:

"They shall eat the flesh in that night [literally, in the
same night, as in verse 6], roast with fire, and unleavened —
bread; with bitter herbs they shall eat it."

Hence the conclusion is obvious that unleavensd bread was eaten
with the roasted lumb, and that both must have been eaten on the four-
teenth day. But this coinoidence necessarily cccurred at the entering
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evening of the fourteenth, for otherwise this eating of unleavened
bread would have coincided with the feast of unleavened bread on the
fifteenth. And such was not the divine ecoamandl

3. The Unleavensd Bread. The discussion of the foregoing texts
has anticIpated & 11TTIe your question with reference to Matt. 26:17.
In addition it can be stated that the gospel writers were in their
right in ealling the erucifixion day the "day of unleavened bread," al-
though it was not the "feast of unleavensd bread,” which eame on the
fiftesnth. It is very olear from the OF commands that unleavened bread
was eaten with the lsmd supper, and that from this circumstance the
passover day eventually came to be called the day of unleavened bread.
But the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the fIrst month were quite
different. Bven their memorials were different, the fourtesnth being
au observance of the passing over of the blood-stained door (Bx. 12:1ly),
and the fifteenth being a commemoration of the aetual leaving of Egypt
(Rx. 12:i2). The one day--the fourteenth--was a working day, and it was
a0t & ceremanial sabbath. On Friday of the erucifixion, Simon of Oyrens
eame in frem the field, where appa rently he had been at work. But the
fifteenth day was imown as "the feast" (Num. £8:17), upen which no servile
work was to be done (Lev. 2317). It was e holy conwocation, and was there-
fors called "the sabbath” (Lev. 23:11). Henoe you are sorrest in your
interpretation of John's "high day” in oh. 193131, as being the coimoi-
dense detween a convocation sabbath and the seventh-day Babbath.

¥ow the Spirit of prophecy also reprssents the day of the oruei-
fixion as the fourteenth day of the first month, and the statemsat in
"Great Controversy,” p. 399, is in full agreement with your citations.
These are the words:

"On the fourtesnth day of the first Jewish month, the
very day and month on whieh, for fifteen long centuries, the
Passover lsmb had been slain, Christ, having eaten the Pass-
over with His disciples, instituted that feast which was to
comenmorate His own desth as 'the Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world.'"

This long sentenco tells me that the pasohal lsmb was slain and
saten, and the commnion feast instituted, on the fourteenth day oF the

TIrst Jowish month. And ir harwony with this dating, "Desire of Ages"

adds that Christ arose "on the very day when the wave-sheaf was to be
presented before the Lord" (page 785), stating earlier (page 77),

"The Passover was followed by the seven days' feast of uu-
leavensd bread. Om the sesond day of the fesst, the first
fruits of the ysar's harvest, a sheaf of barley, was presented
before the Lord."

Josephus makes a similar sssertion:

"The feast of unleavensd bread sucoseds that of the pass-
over, and falls on the fifteenth day of the month, and contin-
ues seven days. .« . .Jut on the second day of unleavensd bread,
whish is the sixteenth day of the momth, they first partake of
the fruits of the earth, for before that day they do mot touch
MQ'-’J“.M' mt. III' x.é.
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Besides the OT and NT arguments, and the 8pirit of propheoy chron-
ology, there is of course the prophetic proof, and also the astronam-
iocal proof of the erucifixion oalendar. The 8pirit of prophecy chron-
ology you know. All of the E. G, White calendar statemsnts are mar-
velous indesd. And the more they are studied, the mors our faith will
inorease. I shall not have rocm in this letter to outline the his-
torical proof of the orucifixion date-~the sixth. There are doubtless
many others, but these that we Imow are in perfeot harmony. I shall now
proceed to demonstrate this faot from astronomy and oalendar scienoce.

The following table represents the period of Deniel's seventisth
week prophecy. The brace indicates the motual Years bel g to
this prophetic week--autumn of 27 A. D. to the autwum of A. D. Ve
know that the years run from fall to fall, besause the Messiah died in
the spring of the year, which point of time Daniel denaminates ths
"midst of the week,” and hence the middle of the year,

The astronomioal proof of the orucifixion yoar sonsists in first
identifying for the years under consideration the Jewish date of emch
passover--whether fourteen or fifteen Nisan; and second, in discovering
& year with the approved Friday-passover date coinciding with Daniel's
prophetic "midst." The Table and argunent follow;

DANIEL'S SEVENTIEYH WEEX
(Passover Moons)

—_——— o
A.D. New Moom« Mull Moom  Jewigh Doy after Jewish
‘ (Adar) (Misan) Day of Pull Moon Day of
| Weok (Passover  Week |
<--Waxing Period--> ss to as on 1lth) ss to ss :
1 e 3 L 5 6 1
27 Mar 26.83 Apr 9.76 Th Apr 11 Pre i
28+ Apr 13068 Apr 27.62 Tu Apr 28 w i
- 29 Apr 2.82 Apr 17.21 Su Apr 18 | '
- 30  Mar 22,84 Apr 6.9 ) 4 Apr 8 8
51  Apr 10.58 Apr 3.9 Th Apr 27 1 Priday ) Midst of
. R Mar29.95 Apr 17 M Apr 1 Tu 'the Week
i gﬁ Apr 17.90 May 3.29 Su May N :
' Apr 7.58  Apr 22.10 Th Apr 23 2 Friday )
35+ Mar 28.27 Apr 11.13 M Apr 12 !
Z %‘ Apr 15.21 Apr 29019 Su .

Tu
Apr 30 M
! 37+ Apr 56 Apr 18.% Th Apr 19 y

*Moan dates are taken from Ginzel's Chronologie, In the ansient lunar
month, the new moon always occurs toward the end of the month, and
the full moon toward the middle.

*+This spring Friday does not oome into the seventieth week because the
years run from fall to fall.

Demonstration. On account of the faot that the ancient
Jowish month always began with the appearance of the new
moaon corsscent on the western horison at sunset, or soon
after, thers are only two positioms available for the an-
clent passover date--either o the full moon, or the day
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after. In the foregoing table, the passover date--either
Tourteen or fifteen Nisan--oannot bhe made to soincide

with the full moon date, because in many years, like 28,

35, 36, and 37, the first day of the month with its new

moon cresoent would then come either bhefore, om, or sommn
after the very day of conjunction (eolumn %), &nd therefors so
near to the sun that the new moon could not possibly be seen,

For the same reason, neither ean the passover on fifteen
Nissn be consistently made to coineide with the Jewish day
after full moon (columm 5). PFor example, in the year 28, the
diITerence in time between new moom (April 13.68) and the day
after full moon (April 28), is 14.72 days. How ecould 15 whole
days be thrust into a period only a little over 1L days long?
Thus the ealendar would many tiwmes {n each sentury fase dis-
agreenment with the new moon,

Hence the rule is imperative that in every year with a
short waxing period in Nisan, there must always be less
“than 15 calendar days bYatwesn new moon and the day after
full moon. And this faot governa all the other years in
plaoing the passover on the fourteenth day of the firat month,
on the day after full moon.

This calendar regulation of placsing the passover date on fourtesn
Nisan on the day after full moon is the only ruls that works in
with the actusl position of the new moon. Hence, obviously, the ancient
Jews, who observed the moon, and sonducted an aatronomical court in Jeru-
salem, must have dated their pussover likewise.

On the basis of the foregeing argument, only two lli-Nisan Pridays
coour in the period of Daniel's seventieth week--in the years 31 A.D.
snd 3L A.D. Propheey chooses the year 31 A.D. in stating that the Mes-
sish would die in the "midet of the week." And with this prophecy
astronomy and ths calendar are in full agreement, and so is also the
reckoning of the Spirit of propheey.

I am sure that Professor will be glad to hear frem you if
you decide to write again. I als#c shall be glad to know how you sll
come out who are studying this problem. If you have any more questions,
or do not undsratand my line of reasoning, please let ms know.

Yours very sineersly,

(raoe Amadon

April 11, 1943
l; Crescent Place
Takona Park, MNd.
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September 26, 1940.

TO A SMALL GROUP OF TEACHERS
INTERESTED IN THE 18l PROBLEN.

Dear Associate in the Service:

During a certain afternoon meeting at the recent
Bible Teachers' Council here in Washington, I was asked
to set forth in condensed form the fundamental steps
leading to the final "18L4" time argument. The facts
were presented in the form of some thirty-five consecu-
tive points. Several asked that this progressive date -
be made ‘available in mimeograph form. The material has
now been checked over, and introductory and concluding
paragraphs provided.

Believing this data, because of our common interest
in the 'Ll problem, will be of interest and, I trust, of
value, I am venturing to place a copy with you.

Truly yours in the present Truth,

L L o

LEF:N
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THE 184l MILLERITE TIME FROBLEM

Note: In the plan and provision of God, time is determined and recorded by
planetary motion. It is marked off not merely by rotation of earth, but by
progression of sun, earth and moon from one celestial position to another,

until earth and moon accomplish a distinctive series of revolutions, which

every 19 years end on the same day. From astronomical tables of these inter=-
related cycles, together with related recorded eclipses, a system of scientific
time measurement is supplied pursuent to God's original fiat, "And let them

[sun and moon] be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years." (Gen.1l:1l).

Thus, the great 2300-year prophetic period--with its L57 B.C. beginning, its
31 A.D. crucifixion-seal on Nisan 1} (luni-solar time), and its termination
on Tisri 10, in 18l);-~is definitely based upon this celestial time measure
that God gave to man by which to tell off the prophetic years of this greatest
of all time prophecies. This "grand line of time," as it has been called,
embraces both prophecied deay, month and year of death of Passover lLamb of God,
and alsc dsy, month and year of His entry, as ascended High Priest, not only
upon initial phase of His ministry in heaven alone, but upon final phase of
His ministry in Most Holy place of heavenly sanctuary. Is therefore pre-
eminent sanctuary prophecy. -

Three prime factors are involved in its time calculation: First, our giant
solar system~~-centering about the sun (which has a diameter of over 860,000
miles), together with its encircling planets and all their attendant satel-
lites, each in its own peculiar orbit--moves in its entirety majestically
and harmoniously through boundless space. Next, our earth, with a diemeter
of about 7900 miles, is circling about the sun at a velocity of 98L0 miles
per hour in a vast elliptical orbit of some 600 million miles or more. And,
finally, our moon, over 2000 miles in diameter, is revolving about the earth
Eﬁzﬁ%ﬁlown elliptical orbit of approximately 1,500,000 miles, at an average
velocity of 2288 miles per hour--coursing in serpentine fashion up and down
the Zodiac belt, and annually describing a path even greater than the earth's
circuit. These three celestial bodiese~sun,moon, and earth--are the 3 deter=
mining factors in luni-solar calculation of time. Their diverse motions are
in perfect harmony, and synchronize with precision. Such is the astronomical
setting of the 184, time problem.

I. Jewish Calendar Problems Confronting Miller's BEarly Calculation of Prophecy

1. Rabbinical perversion of Jewish time (under Hillel II, c. 360 A.D.),
had resulted in fixed, artificial calendar tied to vernal equinox,
which meant abandonment of former Mcsaic basis of reckoning.

Result: Nisan feasts, calling for ripened barley wave sheaf, were
_ thrown back into "latter rain" pericd, usually one moon too early.

2. Karaite medieval protest (8th to 10th century) had revived Mosaic
calendar. Result: In this important sector of Jewry, Nisan was
restored for a number of centuries to original barley harvest position
in April-lay, properly following latter rain of March.

5+ Miller first adopted the common Rabbinical calendar for calculating
prophetic periods, based upon the equinoxes. Note: It is essential
constantly to remember that one cannot have a date without e calendar,
unless event is merked by position of sun and noon.
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The 18L); Millerite Time Problem~=-p. 2

Miller likewise adopted Ferguson's Rabbinical April 3, 33 A.D. tenta-
tive crucifixion date. But this was based on Jewish calendar intro-
duced three centuries after cross, premised on lst full moon after
vernal equinox, and so contravening "midst of week" specification of
prophecy. (Incidentally, April 3, in 33 A.D. was not true date for
peschal moon in that year, which came one moon later because of interca-
lated leap month that spring.)

Miller ended 70 weeks with cross in spring of 3%, and added 1810 years
to locate end of "Jewish year 18L3," terminating it in spring of civil
year 18y, with limits at the equinoxes--from Mar. 21, 1843, to Mar. 21,
184,

Because of opposition, associates forced to study calendar question
thoroughly, which led them to definitely reject the Rabbanite and accept
the Karaite-Mosaic calendar.

Associates then shifted cross from mistaken end of wecek in 33 back to
rightful "midst of weck" in 31, and concluded that if midst ended in
spring, end of week rust terminate in autumn, six months later than
spring. ~This was startling concept underlying corrected dating of 7th
month movement that superseded eariier general "1O0L5" phase.

Types were likewise scen to indicate autumnal 7th month for Day of
Atonement.

Midnight cry parable similerly projected a "point of time"--"at midnight"
when true cry began--"midway" between spring Disappointment and autumnal
ending, O months later.

Thus succession of structural dates of 2300-year outline prophecy--L57,
27-31-3L, and 184i--wos first estoblished from Scripture argument.

Lpril 18 ending of "Jewish sacred year 1843" established prior to tor-
minus of Miller's original Mar. 21, 18LL, terminal date.

II. Steps Leading to Ultimate Solection of October 22

1.

3,

Proper correlation of Jewish sacred year (extending from spring to spring)
and cormon civil year (wintor to winter) understood, together with re-
lationship of month, and day-~Jewish day beginning at sunset prior to
nidnight-~beginning of ¢ivil day, but carrying calendar date of next
civil day beginning at nmidnight, and having largest period in common.

Same calendation necessary for unity and continuity of the 3 widely-
separated key epochs of the 2300-year prophecy, embracing L,57 B.C.,
31 A.D., and 184} dates respectively.

Recognition of principle that a prophetic year is always a solar (common
or natural) year in fulfilment. (Jewish year does not have 360 days.
"%60"-day year is prophetic symbol only. Ancient Jewish common ycar had
35L1/355 days, and leep years 383 /38l days.)

Jewish month is lunar, while year is lunie=solar-«kept in alignment with
solar year by regular intercalation of leap years.
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New moon begins new month, usually counted from 2nd'or horned crescent,
j.c., an older shape of moon, not lst phasis. (Jews did not usually
teke earliest appearance.)

Jewish sacred year inseparably tied to egricultural year, with 3
harvests--barley, wheat and vintege, coming in lst, 3rd and 7th months
respectively.

Barley harvest moon always begins year. So Passover and wave sheaf
come in ripened barley period. Nisan called "ear moon," or '"new .
fruits," with sickle as the sign. (Just as many years as barley harvests

‘=-no MOTe, NO less.)

Barley ripe in April (Sce Josephus: Nisan is April; also Jahn, Buhle,
Michaelis.)

Intercalation adjusts lumar to solar year. (19-year cycle has 7 leap
years, and comprises exactly 235 lunations, each recurring cycle having
identical sequence of 12 common and 7 leap years, and with identical
component months.)

Historical dovelopment of celendation as follows: (a) originally con-
fined to observation; (b) leter, in time of Christ, obscrvation blended
with calculation; (c¢) finally calculation checked with observation
records as in 18Lk.

Month begins when "horned moon" observeble. (If not able to be secen,
reckoned from previous moon.) ,

Variable translation periéd [conjunction to phasis], one to four days
according to fixed laws governing moon's motion {Geminus].

Note: Alternate sequence of 30 and 29 days for length of lunar month contingent
upon constantly varying position of new moon in relation to calendar. Moon's
change fluctuates between 26th and 29th deys of lunar month. When conjunction
occurs early, translation period is long; when late, period is short. This
slowly oscillating position of conjunction, month by month, is accompanied by
corresponding alternation of moon's first appearance between 29th and 30th day.
Seeming irregularity is in reguler progression.

13.

1.

15.

In Kareite calendation, translation period (time of invisibility follow-
ing conjunction) cannot be less than 22 hours. Conjunction and phasis
rarely on same civil day. ’

Time of moon's lst appcarance dependent upon 3 mein factors: (a) accel-
eration or rate of motion (perigec or apogee); (b) declination, or true
latitude (position north or south of celestial equator); end (c) sign
of Zodiac (or time of year).

Moon's motion, though variable, not erratic, but regular and repeti-
tive in that varistion. Her future timing can be forecast with exact-
ness by competent computers, and her behavior in past calculated with
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22.

23,

2.
25.

26.

27

28,

The 18l Millerite Time Problem--p. L

equal precision. On this basis all almanacs computed. Bach 19-yesar
cycle of sun and moon, influenced by other celestial bodies, sees &
repetition of their courses, with each requisite leap month in pre-
cisely same chronological place.

Nisan 1 controls all subsequent feast dates.

Months of feast period (7 months from Nisan to Tisri), invariebly alter-
nate--30 and 29 days. (Adjustment of any variation in length of year
made in last 5 months.)

April conjunction in 18Lly, occurred on April 17 11h [,o® (Boston Civil
Time). [Note: The indicated hours and minutes pertain to the day it~
self, and do not indicate entry into next calendar date.)

Length of each year fixed by interval between Passovers [full moon dates
secured from British Nauticel Almanac] which in turn controls length of
each lunar. Adjustments made in Hesven (8th) and Kisleu (9th).

In 18l);, Nisan new moon couldn't eppear at lst sunset after conjunction
on Apr. 17, for period was too short. (Less than 7 hours. )

Couldn't exceed 2nd sunset, because length of year (355 days, from pass-

over in 10LL to pessover in 1845) forbade altering length of any months,
other then Hesvan, 8th month.) Thereforc Nisan 1 equalled Apr. 19.

Nisan 1L, for "18LL," must consequently be Mey 2 {within barley season's

1imits of Apr. 8 to May 6), and not Apr. 3, as Rabbanites celebrated

it--falling within "latter rain" pericd.)

Just 6 lunar months, or 177 days, from Wisan 1 (4pr. 19) to and includ-

© ing Tisri 1 (Oct. 13)--that is, 6 x 29- 1/2 days.

As October 13 = Tisri 1, so October 22 = Tisri 10--adding 9 %Yo Tisri l. -

Just 173 days from Passover on May 2 (Nisan 1) to and including
Tisri 10 (Oct. 22).

Tisri's adjacent months (6 and 8, or Elul and Fesvan, rospectively)
fix bounds for 7th month, Tisri.

Samc argument as in points 19 and 20 [too short a time between con-
junction and sunset], applies to Elul's and Hosven's translation
periods--between whosc limits, fixed by moon's position, Tisri 1 had
an unalterable position. Months belonging to Jewish feast period
never changed in length. o

Series of 8 unbroken synchronisms {calendrical and astronomical) fix
limits of Tisri in entire scries of feast months of "18LL"--there
being & gradual shifting of moon from epogee to perigee, from north
‘latitude to south, and from spring sign to auturmal sign during the
period. '
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I1I. Summery of Evidence, and Resultant Conclusions

1.

Exactness of Luni-Solar Calendar.-- Because of variable date of Jewish
new year--sometimes in March, then again in April--conclusion super-
ficially reached by some that one cannot tell within a month Just when
Mosaic passover occurred. Such expr9531ons as "usually" and "generally,"
frequently used in describing moon's motion, and ellusion to her var-
iable translation period of 1-1 days, have tended to increase existant
uncertainty of some in regard to ancient Jewish calendation. But, al-
though moon's motion is variable. and her place in sky always changing,
yet, in every nineteen years, she alwnys goes around the earth 235
times, while earth revolves earound sun exactly 19 times, with both
series of revolutions ending on precisely same day. Moon's behavior
throughout these cycles in exact conformity to law and progression, and
always ascertainable. In this manner, snud-of each series of lunations
checks with every 19th solar year, and results in exact {orm of luni-
solar calendar, which marks out with precision important variations of
moon, and her position at all times in relation to Jewish festivals.

Method of Ascertaining Day of Atonement.-- Exactness by which Millerites
chose their dates was simple, yet phenomcnal. Were aided by almanacs
and computers of their own time. Moon not actually or visually
"ahserved," in 18L), so far as any record states; but, under lead of
such responsible calendar men as David young, Bliss, Hale, Bates,
Flavell, etc., having found April conjunction, they determined lst day
of Nisan, and from it reckoned 1lst deay of Tisri to be 177 days hence.
This ultimate calculation was presented as carly as July, 18L);, although,
earlier in that year, sunsct phasis on April 18 was reckoned as beginning
of Mosaic 1lst month, Nisan. Crucifixion date was main support of chron-
ological ending of 2300-ycar prophecy. Today, nearly a century later,
principles governing recorded motions of sun, moon and earth confirm
accuracy and validity of this computation of beginning, intermediate

and closing dates.

Phenomenal Accuracy of Specified Date.-- Astonishing Millerite con-
clusion that October 22, 184, was c¢ivil equivalent of Tisri 10-
terminus of 2300th year of Doniel's grand line of time--climaxing with
cleansing of sanctuary--stands unimpeached and unimpeachable. Based
upon revival of Mosaic calendar that God gave His ancient people at
Exodus, and that was operative in time of Ezra and Nehemish at begin-
ning of 2300-year period--as well as at time of cross that sealed and
certified initial section of great prophecy cut off for Jews--Millerite
conclusion reached was unassailable.

Mosaic calendar, based upon astronomical laws of planetary motion which
God set into operation "in the beginning," formed sciocntific basis of
socred feast calendar cormmitied to Moses at time of Exode. Astronom-
ical science with its methematically exact moon tebles, spanning proph=-
ecy from beginning to end, attests and certifies soundness and validity
of Millerite conclusions. So long as time shall last, yes, on into
eons of etornity, will ever remain an unchangeable fact that, on basis
of true calendation oand demonstrable science, time of antitypical Dey
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of Atonement began on October 22, 18Ll--a fact that can no more be
changed than that Christ begen His mediatorial work in the heavenly
sanctuary at Pentecost, fifty days after His ascension.

The farther time recedes from the climatic October 22 date of 7th month
movenent in "18L);," the more remarkable and daring that revolutionary
stand is seen to be--flouting as it did combined traditionel positicns
of nominal Christian churches and centuries-old calendrical practice of
Jews. Can only be likened to last stand of present world message of

3rd angel, regerding Sabbath, in face of a united and hostile Christen-
dom~-Protestant and Catholic--that confronts this people. 4nd our stand
is tied to, and is inseparable from 7th month time position of 18LL.

Integrity of Sanctuary Prophecy Tied to 184, Time Position.-- Seventh
month movement position was a stand, moreover, that this last message
must maintain, defend and proclaim in face of same Christian and Jewish
hostility as of yore toward time set in 18L4. Very integrity of our
sanctuary position, so far as chronological foundation of 2300 years is
concerned, stands or falls upon this issue. If 18L); Adventists were
mistaken in 7th month time calculations, then Millerite movement was
built upon colossal chronological mistake and is unworthy of our sup-
port. Then, also, their error in expectation would not simply be mis-
understanding of event to take place in 18L);, but of very foundations
of prophecy underlying sanctuary question.

Can be no compromise upon this issue. We must either uphold or repud-
jate the 18L); calculation. ‘e must believe in and defend it, or else
expose and denounce it. Integrity of Spirit of prophecy endorsement
of this time argument also involved in issue. We cannct believe truth
of begimning of judgment hour with that epochal day, and at same time
disbelieve chronological and calendrical basis upon which it is founded.
Is therefore a life and death question with us. Constitutes "main
pillar," "leading landmark," preeminent foundation stone of the faith.
So the very integrity of this movement is tied up with the verity of
the October 22 position. And the propriety, accuracy, and validity of
that position is now established beyond refutation.

LeRoy Edwin Froonm
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' Dear Elder Finsters

He are mterested in your 1ine of Study, and I shall endeaver to
answer the *E:hrea main points of your recent letters

le The use of‘ the word passover by the Spirit of prophecy- :
2+ The Jewish date of Friday of the crucifixion.

%e The interval between the crucifixion da:be and the 10th dey

' @f the seventh month in 1844.

3.; In the writings of the Spirit of prophecy , the word paésave?
frequently does ngt refer to the passover suppers For exsmple, in the
"Desire of Ages;" pe 774, i:he sentence, "the passover was observed as
© it had Yeen for centuries must obvriously refer to paschal coromonies

after Christ had been entambeda These are described in Nume 28:16=22,

Again, in "Desire of Ages," pp. 76,77, the “%umay from Galilee” %o -

the passover in Jerusalem is aescribad md it "occupied seversl days,” ’

not one of which could be either 14 or 15 Nisan. Then "the stronger .

men and the youth journeyed on foot," and "the time of the Passover
corresponded to the dlese of March az**’the beginning of April” are state=-
ments oommecting the gsurney with the season of the passovere. In "Pat-
risrchs and Prophets,” ppe 536,537, a‘bauf; the same deseription ocours.

But in edditiom, it is mentione& that "the moon now epprosching the full
mede the evenings delightful." This is the wexing moon, and it was not
until after the moon had reashed her full point that the passover sup=

per was eatens This referenge to the waxing moon is significant, for

it points to the moon's phase during the journey, but during i;he Passo=

ver festivale At the festival the moon had already beg\m o wane, :
and this fact is hinted at by Jesus in John 12355 where He ssems to . <1 7o
refer to both Himself as the true light end alse 'Bhe moon which he had .
erea‘sed » and which arose ebout 50 minutes later each eveninge - 1

cgnaequently, mless- it is recognized that the word iaassov@r is
frequently employed in a genersl semse by the Spirit of prophesy, cone
fused conclusions may be drawns In the Bible the word is used similar-
Iye Wit:h regard to the baa-ley harvest, it is correct to say that the
barley "was begimning to ripen” at passnver tima. All that wes needed
for the cersmony in Levitious 23 was o "sheaf™ of ears. At this time
the fields of barley were not cut. Often the grain remained in the field
for a month=-at least until after the pilgrims returned from Jerusalems
There is genoral sgreement ama““"al chronologers-~Jew and Gentile, .
ancient md modern--that barley did not ripen in March, end that the
ancient Jewish passover commonly ocourred in April. (Cf. references gi‘?"-
en in The Ministry of last Mey.) .

24 -The Jewisgh date f’er the cmeifixior passowr eould m‘b hava been
15 fdisen far the f@llcwing Toasonss L

A Gfaat Gmtreversy, Ps .‘599 represen-&s tha passaver laznb as 'being
both slain end eaten on the "14th dey of the first Jewish month."

“be This fast is confirmed by the so=called second passmr in
0311, Winich comnands the passover to be "kept and ea‘ten on the 14th,
cand hiu "aceording to sll the ordinences of the passwe‘r {verse 12).

¢s In 2 Chron.35116 the passover was "kept" and the numerous
, passover ﬂffermgs (verse 9) were offered ali on one and %he seme day.
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Your plean involves two celendsr deys, which does not seem to harmonize -
with either the Bible or the Spirit of prophecy. The one-dey plan for
 the passover was obviously a type of the one dey to which the arrest;
triel, end sasrifice of the Saviour conformeds S
~ de luke's forty days during which Jesus was seen after the resur=

rection begen on Sundsyes Obviously, the fifty dsys ending on Pentecost
must have bogun on this seme Sundeys In at least a dozen plages thig.
fact is confirmed by the writings of Ellen White. The conclusion there-
“fore is simple that if the fifty days began on Sundey, ‘thet Sunday must
heve been 16 Nisan--the “morrow after the Sabbskh" deseribed in leve23:.
11, when the priest wes commanded to wave the sheaf of first ripe barley, =
a type of Christ the risen "firgt-fruits.” And this record of Luke elso
© demends thet orucifixion Friday was the 14th of Hisaxie T

B If_yé’\i’ .%giﬁ.vé”attentim'to the diagrsﬁm;mi page 261 of the értic?.e‘ von
Ancient Jewish Calendstion, you will see that a 15<~Nisem passover inter-

: - Foree with the moon s phasis in meny- instances, frequently causing the -

calender moon to appesr ltogether too nesr proximity o the sune

%. As regerds Point 3, I shell have to see your figures before glve
you an enswer to the time interval proposed. DBut please bs reminded
- of the fact that the moon has a date line es well as the sun, though not
 necesserily on the ssme meridian. Unless you give this recognition, odwicunly
your sun interval might not equal the lunar, end that especially in 1844,
when the sun's date changed in the Pasific oeeen, end the lunar dabe in
the AMtlentic. Sometimes both sun and moon change the dey in the seme

oceen, but this did mot ocour in the year 1844, | | ,

" Personally, I am glad that .you sent in you:? oritieism, and hope that
we oen fee eye to eye in these fmportent problemss If we have not made
‘the enswer plein, plesse write sgeine - S ' S

Yours éiméréiy always,.

Mevoh 7, 1943,
4 Cresecent Flace,
. Talkoma Park, Mde




% Huntington,W. Va,
! 318 Ferguson Court,
Mar.28,1943.

Miss Grace Amadon,
Takoma Park, H¥d.

Dear Sister Amadon:

I want to thank you for your kind letter of the Tth. inst.
I had to go to Parkersburg soon after, letter came and so have not had time

to answer before, I am glad for your statements in the letter as they

clear up some things in the little booklet. It seemed from the things
mentioned there that you¥ statements were not in harmony with the‘Spirit of
Prophecy!  Your statement thet the Passover could not be in March, as the
grain was not ripelis made clear as by your letter you stage that it might _
not be ripe for one month after the 14th., of Nisan. This is perfect harmony
with the facts and also with the Bible and the S. of P, I only widh that

it had been so stated in the booklet., It also seemed from your booklet

that the passover depended on the time the grained ripened. I think this

is & misteke, The l4th.ddyyof the Ist. month is Hust as definite as the
sabbath is the 7th. day from the begiXfing. The 1st. day of the month

started the same time as the lst. day of the week. They started togethereq.

The point of importance as to whether ¥riday, the day of cru-
cification,was the 14 or the 15th. of Nisan is not made clear. I have
looked up all four of your reasons given in your letter to prove that Fri-
dey was the 14th. and do not find the proof that I want. In fact they
do not seem to prove the things in my mind but the opposite. T will

nétice them one by one,
: 8+ In the edition of the G. Cont. that I have there is nothing ) \T><::j

on pge 389 that could prove the things that you say. (My edition is 1926
b.In the second passover as given in Num.9:11 it was to be"kept
accordingnto all the ordinance of the passover™ Vs. 12, In looking up the
way the first ordinance of the passover I find the following plainly given.
Exe 12:6-10, It is stated that the lamb was to be kept until the 14th and
killed dn thenevening. ~ Or as given in the Heb,"between the two evenings, "
The Jews called it"Bain Ha-ar-bain". The time being from about noon until
about six in the evening. Some give from the ninth hour until the eleventh
hour. Sese. Hand Book pg. 64 and Josephus on the custom of the Jews. I
believe Eld. Gilberts states the same thing., So the passover was sacrific-
ed during the day and not after dark. - The passover was to be eaten the
following evening. According to Bible +time this would be the 15th. of Nisan.
It is plainly stated in Lev, 23:5,6 that they ate the uhleavened bread
on the 15th. and in Bx. 12:6-8 it states that they ate the passover with the N
unleavened bread. "They shall eat the flesh in that night,rdst with fire,
and unleavened bread. Thefore 1T théy at the unleaven bread on the 15 and
the lamb with the unleaven bread, the passover was eaten on the 15the In
Be A. pgb42 Ch. 71 it is stated that"On the day the passover was eaten,He
was to be sacrificed", The passover was to be eaten on the 15th. there-
fore Christ was crucified on the 15th. of Nisan. This agrees with the
true time from the begiMing. The first passover was held in A. K. 2513.
It was killed on Honday the 14th of Hisan and eaten in the evening thelbth.
If you follow the solar cycle on to the time of Christ you find that Friday
was the 15th. of Hisam and that the 10th day of the 7th month in 1844lfell
on Oct. 22, . If the crucification day was on the l4th., then the 10th.
day of the 7th. month in 1844 was not Oct. 22.

¢» I camnnot conceive how they could kill the some 40,000 .
enimals in Josidh's time in the night with the poor lights that they had
at that vime if as you say the the BSOSt start at the bemirling of .
the 14th. This would be necessary if they killed and ate the'passover
on the same day for the passover was to be killed in the evening.
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But from readlng ZChron. 35+14 it secms that this work was done in the
day time. I gather from r@adlng this chapter that they killed the
offerings in the day and ate ix the evening., This seems clearer when
you teke the way the first passover was celebrated. ™hev made readv
which must have taken some time and then ate in the evening. In the
vime of Christ the deciples were told to "make ready the passover™ and”
“fhen evening was come He sat down with the twelve” and while they were
eating ,Jesus took bread, and blessed it. 8So the passover must have
been killed in the afternoon and"made ready”so thg could have eaten it
in the evening. '

de I have read this paragraph over several times, and some way
I cannot see the force of your statement. As far as Ic¢ an see it is like
this. The day of Pentscost was on Sundaylfthe 7th of the 3%rd. sacred month.
It is necessary to be definite, because this Sunday or Fentecost proves
"that Jesus was crucified on Friday, but I fail to see how it could prove
that the first SBunday was on the 16th as the date of Pentecost is not
given by Luke. The fact of the pentecost coming on Sunday would be the
dame whether the first Sunday was the 16th. or the 17th.

I note that you are using the Metonic system or ecycle in your
calculations. I used this cyele for some time but soon found that in long
periods it was not correct unless you used the Epacts as arranged by the
Chgholic church. The reason is liks this,

235 Lunations equals 6939 days,16 hrs,3l min.
19 solar years .7 6939 days,l4 hrs,26.592 min.
2 hrs,4,.40C0
After some 228 years there is a change of a day as you sec.

Then I ran into another trouble with the Metonic cycle. As
far as I have been able to find this cycle was not used by the early Jews
as Meton did not descovery it until the year B. C.432. He so arranged
the months and by inserting the Hmbolismic months that they new moons
occure on the same days of the solar year after 19 years. . But I found
that he put an Hmbolismic month at the first of the 19 years. That could
not be from the begiding for the first month could not need the extra days
to bring the time together as they started out together, both the sun and

the moon. = So, you can see that by following his cycles vou are not sure
of the days of the months as he started wrong. So I had to give up his
system for long periocds. I however found another cycle that is nearer

the trutn. It is a 649 period. A%t the end of that period starting from
the berlmlng the sun and the moon start together again., The prodl of

this is that 649 years multiplied by the number of days in a-year equals
(365.2422 Z649 equals 237042.1878 days) Dividing this by one lunation
(237042 divided by 29.5305388 equals8027 lunations and a fery small fraction.
Then by using the solar cvclm I am able to locate any date that is desired
and feel that it is very gourate. I heve checked over many hundrad of
yéars and find that it is accurate Jmth the perpetual calendar that I have.
I sm now working on the time of the “confusion” as it is called,(‘ne year
46 B, C.) when they miumix#4E made that year have 445 days and that the
year Be Co 45 should commence on the first day of the new moon following
the ¥inter soltice, which date was to be the first day of Jan. 1 hope

te have this finished socon.

I know you will lmow 1 that what I have written is not for the

sake of argument but with you trying to find the truth of the matter. T

will be glad for any suggestions or correction that should be made. Ly ,.
only desire is to make lunar time corespond with solar time from the begining.
Yours very 51ncerely)1n apprec1atlon of what you have done.

R L it




Elder L.V. Finster,
318 Ferguson Court,
Huntington, W, Vae

Dear Elder Finster:

, The reference in Great Controversy about the psssover date is
"Prophecies Fulfilled," ch. 22, pars 23. I shall be interested to find
out 1f this citation helps you with regard to the crucifixion detés The
view is Talmudie, end is the result of rabbinical oslendar changes that
the Jewish passover wes 16 Nisan. In the 13th century Maimonides conw
tinued to stress the position, while not long before the Kareites had
charged the Rabbenites with changing the original calendar. These are
the words of Yefot ben 'All:s o ﬁ S BRI

.+ "They [the Rebbanites] have introduced the saloula=

- tion of the calendar, and changed the divine festivals
from their due seasons."~-Birnbaum, Philip, "The Are~
bic Commentary of Yefet ben 'Ali the Karalte on the
Book of Hosee,” pe xxviiis Philadelphia, 1942,

From the time of Hillel II, the Jewish passover has been on 16 Ni-
sene You will find this date in the Jéwish almanacs of recérds. This
faet lends significence to the Talmudic assertion thet Jesus died on
the "eve of the sabbeth," and alse on the "eve of the passover® as & .
French translstion adds. Cf. Sanhedrin 43 8, note. With the Jews, the
expression "eve of the sebbath" always stends for the sixth day of the
weeke In Delitsch's Hebrow New Testament, you will find in every ine
stanee where the words "preperstion of the sabbsth” or "day of the
preperetion” occur in the original Greek, that in the Hebrew will be -
the substitute phrase "eve of the ssbbath.” The conclusion therefore
is obvious that sinee the Talmud insists that Jesus died on the "eve
of the ssbbeth,” and "eve of the passover,” the time referred o must
- necessarily have been the day before the Talmudic 16th, that iz, the
14th of Nisen. I believe thet this is importent evidences o

With reference to your computation of the new moon, let me ask (1)

on whet meridian do you base your reckonings? For exemple, in 45 B.C.,
the January new moon on the meridian of Greenwich, G.C«T. was Jan. 2.03.
Cfe Ginzel's Chronologie. In Jerusalem, the new moon was later yete-
Jane 2412, J+CsT» And the reckoning of sclipses of course is also sube
Jeet to longitudinal correotions I do not see how you get the 45 B.Cs
conjunction on January 1 unless you ere computing in meen time (noon %o
noon)e And furthermore, unless you are trying to compute the lunar
periods with a oycle, then constantly you have to take into eonsidera-
tion the lunar date line, which is quite different from the solars In
the case of the lunar chenge, this commonly cccurs-<but not alweygee
on the meridisn where the conjunction date hovers sround the sunset
point of times I mention these facts for the reason that in 1844, the
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10th day of the 7th month ocourred on October 21/22 in America, while
in the sastern wordd, this 10th day was on October 22/23. In other
words, as the earth revolved, the 9th day of the Jewish 7th month
(Octs 20/21) ended at sunset on some Atlantic meridien, and Oct. 21/22,
mexking the 10th, begene When this day reached the solar date line,
it changed to Ocke 22/23, and so remsined until the earth completed
this revolutions There are more estronomicsl details involved in this
lunar cyele, but these are sufficient to show the importance of the '
meridisn problem that overtook the Jows after they were scattered from
- Jerusalems Then arose the contention whether Jerusalem or Babylon

wes to be sounted the "Greenwich" of time reckonings Babylon won, bubt
it is not known exactly on what meridian their cyoles are based. How-
ever, they met the meridian problem by keeping their fessts two days
instead of one, and this compromise appeased their eycles which were

necessarily two or three days out with the suu.

Now (2) may I stress the importanse of this difference between oycle
reckoning of the moon's position s 8nd one based upon the astronomical
esloulation thet is grounded upon the lews of gravitation? As I undere
stand you, your hypothesis represents the ettempt Lo measure the age of
the world by & series of lunar periods for which you employ standard
lunsr constents, using eclipses as checks by the weys But, right on
the face of it, it is impossible to synchronizean eclipse with the end

date of o lunar period that is based only upon the moon's aversge motion.

A true synchronism ecen only be esteblished after the mesn motion of _
both sun and moon has been corrested by all the factors that relate to
the perturbations of these heavenly bodiess These perturbations sre
wholly disregarded in all cycle calendars--ecclesiasticel, Jewish,
porpetusl, etc. Such reckonings therefore very in their results in -
from two to.three dsys from the moon's setual position. Read Enc.
Byit. on Calendars Therefors, a purely astronomical caleulation, such
as is employed in our standard almense offices, is the only mesns of
socurately messuring time. Hence the difficulty of synchronizing
* eclipses with the moon's mesn motions And you meet the seme diffi-
oulty with the Jewish festal date October 22 in 1844 because this. -
" date was astronomicelly computed, and wholly independent of any oycle
reckonings It was established by 21l the Newbonian laws of gravita-
tion which pertain to the influence of the sun, moon and planets upe
on the earths - . o '

Then vagsi:i‘i; ; snother obstasle to the correctness of the theory upon .
which you are working presents itself, namely: Unless one adopbs the
exaot primeiples and dates upon which biblieal chronology stands, his
results mey be wreng, snd he may therefore be tempted to accept erro-
neous dabe with respeot to the Bible reckoning in order to support
unproved calenderic assumptions. Hence the importance of discovering
first the true platform of biblical chronclogys This I believe that
you are sericusly trying to dos But it is disturbing that you count
so strongly upon the Talmudie "15th" for the crucifixion Fridey,
end upon the insistence that the phrase "between the evenings” re=
forred to the end instead of the begianing of the 14th dsye. The

Talmud certainly counts the erucifixion Friday as 14 Nisen; lbub
sgain, if that Fridey was 15 Nisan, then the 14th came on the Jew-
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ish fifth day of the week--Thursday=--which was the Jewish dey o.f full

meons If you will study carefully page 251 of the JBL article, the dia=

~ gram will show you that when the 14th docurs on the full moon, it fre-

quently interferes with the true position of the new moon, which is

" thereby made to appear on the calender st a time when she is oo near
the sun, and could not possibly be seens ‘ -

Please let me refer sghin to Luke's chronology (pe 249 of article).
Both Luke's "40 days" snd the Pentecostal "50 days" began with Sun-
" degy, the day on which Jesus was first seen. This Sunday wes algo the.
day of offering the first fruits, which leviticus counts the first

. day of the 50 dayss (Leve 2331&;5 Josephus also says that the first
fruits of barley were offered "on the second day of unleavened breed,
_which is the sixteonth day of the month.” (AntteITI.X.5.) "Desire of
Ages," pe 77 says practicelly the semes : -

| ""The Passover was followsd by the seven dsys' fesst of une
leavened bréade Ou the second day of the feast, the first fruiks
of the year's harvest, a sheaf of bariey, was presented before -

the Lords” .

Now the Pessover was not the first day of this "seven doys' foest"==
the Passover proceded this feasts Hence the second dey of the feast
wust have been third with the Passover, end it was ‘the day, sccording
to the Penteteuch, the Spirit of prophecy, and Josephus, on which the
sheaf of barley was offereds And sscording to Iuke, that second dsy
of the feest whs Sundey, when the 5O days begane They ended on the
subsequent seventh Sundgy, which was the 6th of Sivan~-not the 7th as
you computes - Cf« any Jewish salmangs, which dates Penteoost on the
6th, even with o passover on the 16th of Nissne This itgelf is mn
indicetion thet originally the Jews reckoned passover on the l4the

Do not forget that ot passover time in Palestine, night was as

- dey on account of the full moone There are othéer poinks which I would
1ike to consider; but let us seo if we can got together first on those
here mentioneds” If I have misunderstood your theory, then let me
knows About four years sgo one of our brethren presented en argumert
‘based upon the Dimbleby theory, but he had grest difficulty in meke
ing his cyelical dates check with either the crucifixion dake, or.
with October 22, 1844. And in order to sccomplish his synchronisms,’
he introduced into his argument calondaric irregulerities that were
inconsittent snd erroneguss I did not intend to write so long a
letter, but the problem is diffieult to explsin in few words. I

shall look forwerd to heering from you againe
o Yours very sincerely,
April 2, 1942,

4 Crescent Plece,
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HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA
318 *erguson Court,

April 9,1943.

Miss Grace Amadon,, ] : ) " L e
Takoma Park, D. Cf | (}axﬁ/@VL { qLagvgw?JL/ ]
: kel B oti

Dear Sister Amadon:

Many thanks for your léetter of recent

appreciate the things that you wrote and yet I was a 1i£tle dis-
appointed in your letter, mot in what you wrote but in what you.'

did nof write. I feel this way,that we must first settle some ’

i
b
[T
B T——

%hingé about the Bible statements regarding the institution of
the Passover in the begining, and then we can better understand
if there has been ény changes since that fime, and the theories

we may have. _ o
Can we not come to some understanding as to

whether the Passover refers to just one day, or to the feast

as a whole. It seems to me that we must take it as .a wiles

That is (1)the killing of the sacrifice,(2) the eating of the

sacrifice(3)the first fruits. In the D. 4. it représgntsleach

of these parts as representing Christ in His different*ﬁérksa |

e alllaggree that the passover was killed on the l4th of Nisan,

N'bW‘waqit eaten on that day or on the night of that day? It seems

to me that the Bible references that I gave in my last letter proves

that it was eaten on the 15th.  For in Lev. 23:6 it plainly states

: Eallon A

that it was tc be {the 15th. for according to Ex.12:8 they were to

eat the flesh WITH UNLEAVEN BREAD ahd this was to be the 15th. ¢ Tig)
— W

Thus it seems to me that the killing was on the 14th.,the’éating

F _ ' v
Zﬁ the 15th. I cannot see how you can get the killing and

the eating on the same day from these texts. Num. 28: 17,18
states the same thing. Am I not rifht in these conclusions?
Now in regard to the statements of your letter.

I have found the reference in the Ge. C. It is on pg.456 of the

edition I have before me, I cannot see any trouble if you

take into account that the eating of the sacrifice was on the 15th.




e ~NY

Py Qe ) \V)
?‘3“‘) E 346;“
—————— R W
- 2 (TR \. "'"
D

T will be glad to write more about this later as I am studying
some othe;xlnfconnection'with this.

In the lst. Par. you speak of the changes made by the =’ :
Talmudic interpretations. This may be true as they made many
changes about as the''Father of the church’did. But I have
always understood the changes made that the’Karaites complained

- about were made after the time of Christ when the Romans in-
sisted that they conform to the Roman church. I may be mistaken. s
I thank you for this citations. I can see how this thought
may have come about. It is true that (if I am correct about the P
institut; n of the passover that it was on the 15th. when the
Lord pasgpver the Isrealites and slew the Egyptiens) the 15th.
would become to be regarded the most important part of the ,
passover feast, And would notnyour statement from the Talmudic . P&
"thet Jesus died on the "eve of the sabbath"and on "the eve of 4"

4 the passover"(if they held the passover to be on the lSt@)prove
s that Friday was the IDTh. and mot thAETT4tRT? T

"I think you misunderstood me about the date B. Ce. 45, I
was only stating that from the history of the calendar Iread .
that in B. Ce 715 Nume TFompilius tried to correct the calendar N
that they then had by adding two '‘months. But by the time of ‘
Julius Caesar'sitime, Spring came aboyt the lst of Jan. This .
confusion led to another reformation of the calsndar by Caesar ~
in B, C. 464" Sosigenes made calculations and claimed that & e
the next year B.C#°6hould.cémmence on the lst. day of the New NN
moon following the Winter solstice, which date was +to be the ?&
fipst day of Jan. It was this Statement that I was working on

to see if it was correct. Thanks for your computation. - - *
. v I quite agree with you that the 10th day of the T mo.

L went argund the earth,as the P&k, day of the week)and would

o have,tqﬂadjusted according to the fixed date lineS.

In regard to your nice statement on pg 2 under # 2,I %j§

7 would like to ask if counting from eclipse to eclipse after

; 649 years when the sun and moon come into the same position to _

| / -cause another eclipse,are not all these corrections made. If

| not the eclipses would not occure on timee. Would you kindly
| tell me that that.frémnthe eclipse of Dec. 20 of Wed.night

1843 A. D. counting back 649 years if the same eclipse would :

x\ not occure on Tuesday Dece. 20 in 1194 and if the phase of the
; moon would not be about the same. And would it not be the
x same every 649 years-as you go back? '

~

\

M 7 - Qg |
I I will not take time to write'more this morning, but - :

when you help me understand the first institution of the pass= - §

X
: okrer I want to speak of many other things. O yes, I must
- answer your last note. I am trying to follow the Bille plen
°O§% of the year; as stated in Ex. 34:22 and Ch. 23:16. I noticed ! |
‘ ¢%f§hw“ in the"Revigw'not long ago that Eld. Gibbert stated that the
?,‘i;\ Jews called . lst. day of the 7the mo,their New Year. -~ So <

ks so indefihite and slow.

Thanking you for your letter and assuring you that I‘§é
have no theory or plan that I want to uph@ld. I am trying to ;
find our the Bible plan. I do feel, however, that I have every
day accounted for since the creation. But I am not "sat" in S

any thing that I find is not true. I &mg

it seems to me that it must have been in the Fall. How I ,
) wish I could come in and have a good talk with you as writing |

Yours very sincerélyo
LM Finstey




Elder L.V. Finster,
318 Ferguson Court,
Huntington, West Virginia.

Dear Elder Finster:

In this letter I will oonsider three points: (1) the problem of
the date of eating the passover; (2) the citation in "Great Controver-
sy" on pege 399; and (Sg the saros periodas. When you have written out
the details of your argument, I shall be much better able to answer
you, for I have not hitherto understood just how you are working, and
in what your problem consists. But, I am exceedingly smxious that
- those in our ranks who are studying chronology should make every effort
to come into agreement with regard to the biblioal plan, end with re-
gard to the Spirit of prophecy statements, which have been given for
the express purpose of guiding us into definite lines of proofe The
death of Christ is to beoome a subject of deep thought and study, and

"Every fact connected with it should be verified beyond a doubte"=-
"Desire of Ages," p. 671. Confliot Series.

Inasmuch as my previous arguments regarding the time of eating the
passover lamb havs not bsen convinoing,I will go over the subject
again, perhaps in a little different way. First let us take up the sym-
bolic character of the fifteenth day of the first month.

Fifteenth Day of the First Jewlsh Month -- its Character.

8e "And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast."--Num.
2817, :

be "And on the fifteenth day of the seme month is the feast of
unleavened bread: seven days ye must eat unleavened
bread.“-éLev. igTBo .

6s "In the first day ye shall have a holy convocations ye shall

: do no servile work therein."--Lev. 2517,

de ".. on the morrow after the sabbath the priest shall wave it."--

. Leve 2321l

ee "¢+ on the morrow after the passover the children of Isracl
went out," etoe.--Num. S513e

fo "And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the
fifteenth day of the first month."--Num. 3313.

ge "And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in
this selfsame day have I brought your armies out of the

land of E o“--EIo 1217,
he "And 1% ceme %o pass at the end of the four hundred and thir-

ty years, even the selfsame day it ocame to pass, that all
the hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt.'--
Ex. 12:41. o
i« "It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord, for bring-
ing them out from the land of Bgypte"--Ex. 12142,
Jo e . they were thrust out of Egypt, and could not tarry,"eto.--
xe 12139,




LswW. Finaster - 2

The foregoing underlined phrases represent the prominent char-
acter of this fifteenth day. It was the feast day of wmleavened bread,
a holy convocation, a sabbath in whioh no work was done, and it was
the morrow after the passover. On the fifteenth dey, and even in the
night of the fifteenth, the ehildren of Israsl--about three million
at least--woere on their way out of Egypt, from Rsmeses to Suoooth. The
sctual exodus out of Egypt is the event of whioh the fifteenth day of
the first month was to be & memorials This "night of the Lord" was
ever after to be observed as a memorial of leaving Egypt, and of bek-
ing in haste the unleavened bread. For the'had "not prepared for them-
selves any victusl" (Ex. 12:139)s And now let us consider the

Fourteenth Day of the First Jewish Month -- its Charaster

as "And ye shall keep it [lamd] "up until® the fourteenth day. « «
and shall kill it "between the two evenings."--Ex. 1216.

be "And they shall eat the flesh in that ni;%t {1iterally, in the
same night, as in verse 6], roast with fire, and unleavened
bread,” eto.--Ex. 1218

o. "And ye shall eat it in haste: it is the Lord's passover."--
Exe 12111,

de "And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall
keep 1t a feast to the Lord--a Teast by an ordinance for
ever."--Ex. 12114,

ee "In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at
even, ye shall eat unleavened bread,” etee.--Ex. 12118.
[How prove that this was the I1lteenth?)]

fe "The fourteenth dsy of the second month at even they shall
keep it, and eat it with unleavensd bread and '5{%01' herbs." ==
Nume. Ss3ll,.

ge "Draw out now and tske you a lsmb according to your femilies,
and kill the passover.
And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood
that is in the bason, and strike the lintel. «  and none of

ou shall zo out of the door of his house until the morn=
ho --Ex. Elzgo

Firsts From the foregoing texts--Ex. 12118 and Nume 931l-=we have
at least two instances where unleavened bread was commanded to be eaten
on_ the fourteenth day; and Exe 1218 further explains that this was in
connection with the roasted lemb. Henoce the obvious inference that
both unleavened bread and paschal lamb were eaten in the evening ineunte
of the fourteenth day, and not in the evening of the fifteenth.

Seoonds In Exe 12122 4t is explained that in the evening when the
lemb was slain, and the blood applied to the door, no one was to leave
his house before morning--even though, as afterward occurred, Egyptians
were urgent. This oircumstence is oconclusive evidence that the lambd
pust have been slain, roasted, and eaten all in the fourteenth nignt,
for in the fifteenth night Israsl had left their houses, and was on the

wey out of Egypt!
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That one sentense in "Grest Controversy” should bring union in-
to our midst with regard to ancient Jewish time, for it tells us that
Christ instituted the communion supper on the fourteenth day of the
first Jewish month, which we know was in the evening ineunte of Friday
on which Christ dled.

Now with regard to your saros periodse There is not recorded in
Oppolser's Canon, or in muy other of the standsrd lists of eclipses,
an eclipse of the sun in 1164, Desember 20. In this year there is an
sclipse of the sun on April 22, and also one on October 16, Greenwich
Civil Time, Julimm calendare There could not be a new moon in 1184 A.D.
during the last week in December, for its new moon occurred in the seo-
_ond. week on December 14, G.C.T., Julian times But even on thia date
I do not find any eolipse recoerded, and in any event, the snnular solar
eclipse on October 16 is approximately one half of an eclipse year
(346,62 dsys) from the eclipse on April 22. You do not sey on what
meridian you are computing your eclipses. Furthermore, in crossing
over fram 1843 to 1194, did you make the correction as would be neces-
sary in going from the Gregorian oalendar to the Julian?

With regard to your saros period of 649 years, there are periods
which are more exaots I will mention three and they may be of help in
your problem:

557 yrs. 21 days, 18.5 min. = 6890 mean lunstions. Howsver, 1t
is not the same eclipse that returns. '

1805 years and a few days = 22,325 lunatlons = 669,270438 days.
This eycle restores the dimmeters and motions of sun and
moon almost exactly.

521 years and 3 or 4 days = 6,444 lunations = 190,2954109 days.
This period brings back the latitude of the eclipse very
closelye This is an examplet

— 1159, June 16 = snnular -sclipse in Atlantic.
— 678, June 17 = annular eoclipse in Sahara.
~ 1567, June 17 = total eclipse in England.
364, June 16 = total in Sootland.
866, June 16 = total in Scotlend.
1406, June 18 = large eclipse in London.
1627, June 29 = total in Wales (New style).
Barlow and Brysn, "Mathematioal Astron-
omy," ppe 238, 239.

i

Simor Newoomb, like Brown's Tables, reckons his moons to the
thousandth part of a second. Ginzel Tables are correct within a fow
minutes, while Schram's figures are correot within a half hours

Hoping that this long diseussion may be helpful,
I em Yours very sinoerely, .
‘April 8, 1942,

\4 Crescent Place,
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~ Third: In Ex. 12114, "this day" is set apart forever os & memor~
1al of the lord's passover which is mentioned in verse 1ll. In Ex.
12142, the "night of the Lord" is set apart for all future genera-

tions as a memorial of leaving Egypte These two memorials must obvi-

ously represent two different days and dates, and were so observed in

New Testament timess Cf. for example, John's passover supper (che.
A : 1311f) and his Sabbath "high deay’ which must have therefore soalesced
| . with the feast of unleavened bread on the fifteenth day of the first
| " monthe How otherwise osn one ascount for this spesial high day?

Please also try to answer snother question: If resurrection Sun«
day was not the day of offering the first fruits, how oould Fenl de-
C“Peaine ot ‘5lare Christ to be the risen first fruits? And since it must have been

N . this symbolic typs; it was therefore the sixtesnth of Nisan. FHow else
: ;ﬁ‘ PP 7> gan you acoount for Luke's reckoning of his 40-day periocd and his 50--
185 dey veriod (pentecost) from the Sunday on whioh Christ arose. Will .
. you uut please give these circumstances serious oonsideration?

T  Statement in "Great Controversy," page 399,

"On the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month, the very day
and month on which, for fifteen long centuries, the Passover lamb had
been slain, Christ, having eaten the Passover with His disoiples, in-
stituted that reast which was to oommemorate His own death as ‘the
Lamb of- God, which taketh awsy the sin of the world.'" -

The foregoing is such a iong sentence that it will be more easily
understood if dlagrammed: : _ Co

__institubed ) thet feast

o, -=
X fourbesenth day (very day ap d month)
or h \\\9 ‘

= v - —

4 — . Christ ‘

%Jwiwmé_

e
2 His disoiples S

— —
-

lamb| had
e

which S
, _”%

Passover
=

-

‘which | was_to_commemorate | His_own desth

S

centurles

- ~—— -
- e

~ If you see eny other way of outlining the principsal and subordi-
clauses of this remarksble sentence, then send it to me. Where can you
put the phrase "on the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month"™ ex=-
cept as sbove? ' ‘ : :




H untington, ¥W. Va.
318 Ferguson Court,
April 27, 194‘.5.

Misstr%ce Amadon,
Takoma ‘ark, lid.

Dear sister Amadon:
Co-incident, after I wrote the date of <thés

letter I remembered that it was no this date that Christ was
crucified. = Was it the 14th of Nisan or the 15th, of Nisan

That is the study. Your letter came just before I had to

go to Parkersburg aygain, so some delay. I want to thanks you
so much, for studying this question with me. I never have had
the prigvil®dge of studying with any one having been in the mission
field all my life, &zﬁ?a@proach is what I have studied out my~-
self. I am working orl the Zodiacal Circle. This gives the
Eclipses of all past time when true planitary time is used.

I am sorry,that in reading over my last letter,that I did not
mention that planktary time was what T ment.-. Jond 6F: the.0ld
Style time-is-planetary true time as you well know. And so

none of Oppolzert's Canon dates would be true. You would have

to allow as you do in reckhing in the New Style and in the 61d
Style. The Lunar time would be true but not the solar time

as now counted. Then too Uppolzer's Canon follows the Civil
yeqr as now rused:d commencing with the first of Jan. while.
true planary time started with the Fall Equinoex., 1In this un-

natural year sometimes eclipsegfout of the gpegular place,
Would you please correct the time going j our time to the
Julian and see if the moon was not new ab Decs 20. This
is what I had in mind when I wrote you. :

: Thanks for giving me the other periods .
of time. But to me none of them meet the place of the 459 (b#7)
years as the same eclipse reoccurs and at the same time,as
I wrote you the other day that the #umar and Solar time
st,rt together again.

In regard to Simon Newcomb Tables and Ginzels
tables being so correct I would say that I have a letter Before
me saying that "The Astromomical Full Moon occured Tuesday, -
March 27,A.D. 31,1 hr P.M. Derusalem time, Julian Calendar. The
time may be accepted as corréct within two or three hours . By
-direction of the Supterintendent, U, S, Naval Observatory.,

: (Signed) W. S. Eichelberger, -
Commander (Math) U.S.N. '

: Director Nautical Almanac.
I do not kmow What table, they used, but surely they do not
believe those tables argcorrect as you suggest. If I remember
aright Simon Newcomb also stated that with his Tables you could
not be sure of a few hrs.

' Now back to the main subjest under consideration.,
Thanks so much for the plain statements about the character of
the 15th day. I can agree with this perfectly. I think \yoyr
summery of the facts are right., Counting as they did at. time
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the night of the fifth must have been from the going down of
th.e sun the night before. After the slaying of the First Born
of the Egyptians,Isreal must have started.early in tle morning.

I think I can also agree with all the statements regards

ing the Character of the 14th as ther are given in the Bible,

But I fear the two statements that you mention about the eat-
ing of the unleaven bread on the 14th. would not stand careful
study. I will notice them.In Ex. 12:18 it is stated "In the f
first month, on the fourteenih day of the month at even, ye shall
eat unleavened bread”. This surely means the same 85 in verse
8 where it says"fnd:tthey shall eat the flesh in that night. “
This would be on the night of the fifteenth aTEter sun-dovny,the
only night of thefifthteenth. The seme is true of Num.9:11.
You will note that the word‘and is a supplied word.,  Imfthe

A¥. Revised Version it reads " In the second month on the four-
teenth day at even(Heb. beteen the two evenings)they shall keep
it;they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs."
You will note that this does not say when they should eat it,
but how they should eat it. I think these texts with this

idea agrees perfectly with the others quéted,that the eating

of the unleavened bread was on the begining of the fifteenth
after the sun went down some time., In true Bible exergesis
- we must find a harmony of all the texts. Otherwise the Bible
controdicts itself, If you can agree with the interperting
of these two texts we agree perfectly. Then I want to put
with this a statement found in D. A, page.par. 1'He Himself
was the true paschal lamb, and on the day the passover was.
caten, He was to be sacrificed". So, sister Amadon I do
not see any other conclusion than that Jesus was crucified on
the 15th. of Nisan

In John's"high day" I find conclusive evidence that |
that Friday was the 15th of Nisan. For on the 15th day-was;togﬂ~v |
a sabbath"an holy convocation}] "no manner of work was to be done'.
Accottding to Bx.12: 16, WNote the Bible does not say that the
l4th. was a sabbath, but the 15th. .

In answer to your question regarding Pauls statement
that Christ was the first fruits and that He arose on Sunday
I would say, ~'Atithe time of Christ there was a despute
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees abouljwhen the Sheaf
offering should be made. One held that the sabbath was the
15th. yearly sabbath,and the other that it refered to +the weekly
sabbath, The Pharisees, according to Christ sat in the seat
of Moses, but Hé did not say that the Sadducees sat there.
Most of the Apostles seem to believe that the Pharicees were
. the more orthodox, So,if that be true then the Sheaf offer-
ing was to be offered after the weekly sabbath., FPaul was a

Pharicee and so would hold that the sabbath mentioned was the

weekly sabbath and that Christ arose on the Sunday as the

first fruit. I believehe was correct and to that idea the

statements of sister agree. This is plainly stated on pg.
785 of D. A, '

In regard %o the statement in the G. Cont. I do not
find any difficulty to harmonize, with the those I have stated.,
They killed the Passover on the 14th.fChrist,having eatenkhe‘
passover with His deciples ( on the night of the 15th according
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to the ordinance as given in ExJ*and Lew. 23) institued that
feast which was to commerate His own death". I think there
is no% difficulty if we take into accountfthf command of the
ordinance .

Well, sister Amadon I am %trying to find a harmony of
all these statements. This plan as I have stated seems to me to
be the only way to make all those texts speak one thing.

I want Yo thank you again for the trouble you have
been te¢ to write as you have.
FPraying that the Lord will give wisdom so that
" Every fact comnected with it should be verified beyoné doubt.”
I am,
Yours very sincerelye.

W) Faton

P s Pl st Fm W&{W;M
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My dear Elder Finater:

I am disappointed that the true mesning of the Great Coﬁtrovorss‘r'

.referencgon'page 399 does not register with you. I will oite fwo
moré--perhma these will help yout '

"The Passover was followed by the seven dsys' feast ‘of unlesvened
breeds  On the second day of the feast, the first fruits of the yeer's
hervest, a sheaf of barley, was preosented before the lord." Desire of

Ages, pe T7e

"He [Christ] was the snbtitype of the wave-shesf, and His resurrec-
tion took place on the very dsy when the wave-sheaf was to be presented
before the Lord." Desire of Ages, p. 785 '

According to these statements, the following seriss would be the
correct outlines o
' Day of presenting the wave-sheaf .
Sundey Resurrection = isem‘md dey of the felsst of wnleayened bread.

Sebbath ' = First dey of unleavened bresd. (Joha's high

. | day)
Fridgy Crucifixion Passover

Now, if you meke Fridsy the 16th, then, sscording to 1017;.25715 6, it
‘bocomes,' the ﬁrst day of the seven day; of unleavensd brsed; _buti 'an:cqi'd..
ing to the Spirit of prophscy, the Sabbeth during which Jesus lay in the
grave was thet "pirst dey."

I will give you Josephus also as supporting testimony:

"The feast of unleavened bresd succeeds that of the passover, and
falls on the fifteenth day of the month, and continues seven dgys, where-
in they feed on unlesvened breal. . » But on the second dey of unleav-
ened breed, which is 'the sixteenth dsy of the month, they first pertake

of the fruits of the earth, for before that dgy they do not touoh them,®
- AntteIlleXebe ' R

" And here is one more from Scaliger pertaining to the 14th:

, "For without eny eontroversy Christ ete the passover on the end of
the thirteenth of Nisan, the fourteenth dsy beginning, that is, the eve=
ning which the fourteenth of Nisan followed. Concerning this no one, even
& little erudite, doubtss For after singet of the fifth day of the week,
the Jewlsh sixth dsy of the week was entering, even to sunset of the day of
Venus [Fridsyl, after which the Sabbseth csme on, even the fifteenth called
the solemn paschal feast. Therefore the whole fourteenth day intervened
between the Lord's supper and the beginning of the solemn paschel feast."
Scaliger, Joseph, "De Emendstions Temporum," pe viii of Prefaces. 1693

‘1 hope that these references will bring you 1ight and ble_ssing;
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18 Ferguson Court,

May 20, 1943,

Miss Grace Amadon,
Takoma Park, Md.

Dear Sister Amadon:

Your letter of the 13th has been receiv-
eds I feel much disappointed that you did not answer
any of my questions or arguments of my last letter, but
the way you write you seem hurt that I do not agree
with you. I am sorry if I have hurt your feelings as
this was not my EMtention, but Srrive at the truthe
When you recall that this correspondence started by
my calling your attention to what seemed to me to be
wrong and not in harmony with the Spirit of Prophecy ,
I did it with the kindest of intention. But the fact
that It did not agree with the S. of P. shows that I
believe sincerely in the Testimonies, We are all
stibjest to mistakes and can never get to the place
where we cannot kearn. But in the interpeetation
of the Testimonies the Bible should be our rule. If
they are inspired they can be interpéeted in harmony
with the Bible. But if our interpgetations make the
Bible controdict its-self, then something must be wrong.

Applying this principle I have tried to
harmonise those texts in the Old Test. with regard to
the Passover on the basis as what it says,a& 1 pead
it.N Tha% is, that the lamb w%s killed on the l4th,
of Nisan (between the, evenings), the lamb was eaten
én the following é%§$g§%§"§3%6rding to those many texts
you mentioned regarding the 15th.(with the exception
of one text, which is corrected in the R. V.), and the
sheaf offering being presented after the sabbath(weekly).
I am sorry in thus presenting the matter as it appears
to me that it has hurt your feelings. I feel that is
the only way to harmonise those Bible texts. HNow, if
that is not right, may I ask you to kindly harmonize
those texts if the eating of the lamb was on the 14th.
The Test. tell us very plainly that Jesus died on the
day that they ate the Passover. True exegesis of
the Passover must make all those texts harmonise.

1 appreciate the hard work and study you have given
to this subjget, but it seems to me that it does not
agree with the Bible statements. My only desire is

to find out the truth. The Bible must be our quide.

If we cannot agree on these points as to
the institution of the passover, I do not see the use
of trying to use those statements of the S. of P, about
the time of Christ. They some way must agree with the
Bible statements. I feel sure they will when we find
the truths Let us be open to a candid study of the
truth with a prayer that the Lord will quide us.

Another point we have not settled is about
the use of the Metonic system of dates and their uncer-




tainty of accuracy after a long period of times The
Jews could not have used that system as it was not
dizcovered until after their system had been use for
many years. It cannot be accurate from the begining
as the y count one of those long month at the bégining
of the periods. They are acvurate over a short period
of time. I find God'd great clock 4nd:ztime piece
as kept in the heavens is very accurate. It never
varies in dgys, weeks and months. They all fall into
their places. - But the calendars that have been
changed by men so many times are not always in their
places. I am intensely interested in all these stud-

ies as related to the Bibke, the S. of P. and Astront-

mical time. Thus far I have found them to agree.

v Again saying that I am sorry that you have
felt hurt as I had no¥ such intentions in writing the
facts as they seem to me.

Wishing you every blessing in your research,
I am,
Yours very sincerely.




My dear Elder Finster:

When I received your last letter, I sketched out my answer at once,
but have not had time to copy it until nowe I was pressed for time in fin-
ishing a study upon which I have been working for a few weeks, and henoe
your letter has had to waite Some of the points whioh you have mentioned
from time to time I have passed over tecause they did not impress me -8
being so important as the question of the Spirit of prophecy with which
you seem to disagree. Perhaps I do not undercteand your position, and if
you would write out your srgument in full, it would be better in every
wsye However, I will go over your position again to the best of my abili-
ty, and explaln the meaning of whioh you have ffrequently
oitede I hate to see you lose your wey in this problem of chromelogy,
which, after all, is based upon very slmple prinoiples, and upon whioh
we should endeavor to ressh united conclusions for the seke of telling
the truth to others.

But if we are not able to understand the simple langusge of the Spire
it of prophecy, which has been given for the express purpuse of gulding
our minds, what oan astronomy do for us--a field with much more difficult
methods of explanstion? Your hesitaney to accept the Spirit of prophecy
statements regarding the passover date is, I believe, your greatest diffi-
oultye But even if the long sentence in Great Controversy, 399, is mis-
understood, there are the statements in Deuire of Ages, 77, and 786. If
Jesus arose from the dead “on the very doy when the wave-sheaf was Lo be
presented before the Lord," and that day--Sundey-- was the "second dey"
of the feast of unleavened bread, which followed the passover (Desire
of Ages, 77), then the Sabbath during whioh Jesus must have been the
first day of unleavened bresd. And this first dey of the feast of un=
leavened bread, sscording to leviticus 2318, Numbers 26117, and other
raferences, was the fifteenth dey of the first month. It was also

John's "high daye” Nensr Friday woor thae {ovnlinad . '

The statement in Desire of Ages, 642, you have cited in every one of
your letters. Bubt you sesr to read into this statement more than it sayse.
Of ocourse Jesus died on the same day the lamb was esten, but according to
Great Controversy, 399, the lamb was esten on the same day it was slain,
nemely, "the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month.” But even so, the
statement in Greet Controversy, 642 does not exclude the slaying of the
lamb, while that in Grest Controversy definitely includes both the eating
and the sleying.

Now with regard to the Metoniec cyole. The Jows knew from the begine
ning how to concert the lunar year with the solar. The wave-sheaf--a
produst of the sun's rey=-took cere of the moon oalendar In faot, all
the eastern nations of antiquity--Sumer, Acced, or eerly Babylonla, and
others-- Liuked theif yeear with a harvest, as barley harvest, date har-
vest, etos And in addition, the moon dates themselves follow the oourse
of the 19=-year cycle. You ocen disoover this for yourself on eny two
consecutive pages of moon dates either B.C., or A.De Meton did not
show the Jews anything. The Bible shows that Jewish oalendation pre-
oceded that of all other nstions.
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Your conolusions with reference to Ginzel are inoconsistent. He oom-
putes his dates to a correctness within a few minutes, and Schram, within
half an hour. But Newcomb computes his positions of the sun and planets
to the thousandth part of a seeond, and he makes mistekes doing it too~-
many of them! Nevertheless, his figures are not to be compared with those
of Ginzel and Schram, because they--Ginzel and Newsomb--correspond to en-
tirely different imethqd of ;E&Eoning. Hence your evalustion with respect To
Gingel is'all wr’c‘?ﬁ?;, d tnis Pact loads me to question other statements
that you make.

You spesk of plenetary motion in contradistinetion to the oalendare If
you do not use the calendar, either Julian or Gregorian, by which to date
an eclipse, your only alternative is to define the phenomenocn by the aot-
ual position of the sun and moon with referemce to a system of coordinates
relsted either to the celestial equator or the ecliptie. But the figures
involved in this latter method are too many for prastical investigation,
such as I believe you are interested in. I do not understand how you
csn pass up the correotion of the celendar in 1682 in the projestlon of
your saros cycles. Instead of entering irto further argument, why not
write out fully your problem as you now have it worked out, and preaent
it to Elder Andreason? or to any one else in whom you have confidencs?

Read Ex. 3018, and study the text and its reletion to the evening
burnt offeringe It shows what the Bible moans by "between the eveningse"
Is thers snything in the text that would tie the time when Aaron 1lit
the lamps to the old dsy that was past and not to the new day just begine
ning? The lighting of the evening lsmps, and the slaying of the evening '
lemd ineugureted the night hours of the new day, just as the morning
saorifice had oonsecrated the working hours of the previous day. If you
make the morning burnt offering and the subsequent evening burnt offer—
ing belong to one and the smme salendar day, then you have no atoning
saorifice of conseoration belonging to the evening hoursi Think this
over, for the words in the text "between the evenings" fully explain
the meaning of this Hebrew phrase in its conneotion with the paschal
lanb,

May God bless you, Brother Finster, and send light from heaven to
help you in your probleme. And please believe me, that if there is any=-
thing I could do to to help you further I would gladly do ite

Yours very sincerely alwsys,

June 8, 1943,
4 Crescent Place,
Takoma Park, Mds
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Huntington, W. Va.
318 Ferguson Court,
June 15, 1943.

Dear Sister Amadon:

It is raining so I cannot go out to give my Bible study
tonight, so I mll start my letter to you in answer to yours of recénbtdate.

You may say that I am not in harmony with the"Spirit of
Prophecy". But that does not awe me very much, as that is offen used by
many,if a person does not agree with them. You know that many of our best
schalars have had to suffer from that weapon.

From my study of the"Spirit of Prophecy" through my neerly -
fifty year of work for the Lord, I have alway found that it agrees with the
Bibles I have never found that it controdicts the statements of the Bible.
Many +time there may appear a controftiction, but #hen we rightly understand
the truth all is plain.

Now in the study of the Passover question if the"Spirit
of Prophecy" does not agree with the Bible, then one or two things must be
true. Either Sr White is not inspired if it controdicts the Bible, or we
must have a wrong interpretation of Sr White's writings. If our theories
do not agree with both Sr. White and the Bible then our theories must be
wronge. If inspirition is in both writings they will not disagree. But
if we can £ind the truth then both will harmonise o that truth.

In myf study of the theory you present I find that it
is not in harmony with the Bible nor many statements of the Spirit of Pro-
phecy. I will try and present these below.

ist. On page 558 of P, P.it states that the jﬁga.ssover
occured in Abib," corresponding to the last of March and the begifing of
April."™ In your Jbooklet you state that it could not occur in March be-

cause the barlgy:Harvest would not be ripe
2nd. The Bible states that the lamb was to be killed

bebweeh the evenings of the 1l4th day of Abibe. I have spoken to several

Rabbi and they all say that it has alway been thecustom of the Jewish

people to kill the passover in the afternoon of the 14th day of Abib.

Josephus inhis sixth book, ch. six and par. three,says that the paschal

lambs were 3lain from the ninth to the eleventh hour on the 1l4th of Abib. \'1 v‘_,,
Can it be that the Jewish peoplw have always selebrated this wrong? ?? A

< 3rd. The lamb was to be eaten with unleaven bread on

7

the fifteenth of Abib. "And they shall eat the flesh in that night, rést ﬁ‘ ¢ x“
with fire, and unleaven bread" . Ex. 12:8. 1In Lev. 23:8 it states that Q' /Dz-
they were to eat the unleaven bread on the fifteenth day of the month. .~
Num. 28: 17,18 states the same thing. But you make Sr White say in G. Ce.
399 that "the lamb was eaten on the same day that it was slain, " the four-
teenth day of the first Jewish month." All the texts of the Bible state
that it was eaten on the fifteenth., DPlease harmonize these texts with
what you say Sr White says,

4th. Now to show that the eating wf the lamb was
not on the fourthenth, I wish you to comsider the following. The
Israelites were to eat the lamb” with your shoes on your feet, and your
staff in your hand;ye shall eat it in haste,...for I will pass through
the land of Egypt this night, and will smite the first born in the land
of Egypt"....FPharach rose up in the nighte...and called for Moses and %
Asron by night, and said,Rise up, and get forth from my people...and the
Egyptians were urgeht upon the people, that they might send them out of
the land in haste." "They were thrust out of Egypt and could not tarry"
Now, when did they go out of Egypt? This is plainly stated in Num,
3%:3 as follows. "And they departed from Remeses in the first month,

on the fifteenth day of the month, on the morrow after the

v w in th sight
i in e
Passover the children of Israel went out wi a nli an
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of all the Egyptians." From these texts it seems clear that the passover
was killed on the l4th. It was eaten on the the fifteenth~the night they
left Egypt, when the first born were slain., For they were thrust out in
haste that night.

Now, if your theory is true that they ate the passover on

the 14th. day of the first month, then they must have left Egypt on the 14th.
which is not true according to the Bible statement.

This "fifteenth'day was to be kept as a sabbath . It was
to be kept" for a memorial”, for the Lord"passed over the houses of the chil-
dren, when #le sléw the Egyptians'. Christ is our passover, for God passed
over us and sygg Christ in our stead. "Therefore, let us keep the feast(holy-
day) not with leaven.. but with unleaven breade. This shows that Christ was
seerificed on the holy-day- khe first dey of unleaven bread- which was the
fifteenthe.

Tt seems that these facts can not be controverted. Now
T would like to have you harmonize them with the eating of the passover on
the l4the.

I want to also give you a few statements from the Spirit
of Prophecy, ® Christ was standing at the point of transition between
the two eepnomies and their two great festivals. He, the spotless lamb of
God, was about to present Himself as a sin-offering, end He would thus brihg
to an end the system s of types and ceremonies that for four thousand years
had pointed to His death. As He ate the passover with His deciples, He
institued in its place the service that was to be the memorial of His great
sacrifice." De Ao pPge 652

" The savhour desirdd to keep this feat along with the
twelve. He knew that His hour was come: He Himself was the true pascal
lamb, and on the day the passover was eaten, He was to be sacrificed,."
De Ao DB4c.

T think all the passages from the Ge Conte. and the D. A,
cen be harmonized with the famts of the Bible that the passover was eaten
on the 15th., but I cannot harmonized them with the theery that they were
to eat the sacrifice on the l4th. I will not do this until I first see
how you meke out with getting these statements from the S. of P, with the
Bible facts.

T will only say & few words about the Metonic cycle.
As you know the average lunar cycle is about lhvand one half too long,
and that,though the new moons occur on the sem tes in successive cycles,
they occur, on an ayerage, one hr and one half in’the day. Affer some
310 to 312 years the mew moon occurs on the day precceding that indicated
by the lunar cycle, that is , that the moon is one day older at the begiding
of the year than the metonic cycle. This is why I feel that it is not
safe after long number of years,without you #ake this into account and also
that you take into account the non-bissextile centbmial years.

: I do not have any fight with Ginzel. But I only quoted
the Naval Observatbyy statement to show that they do not consider him so
accurate.

Tt appears ydu do hot quite get my thought about plane-
tary motion. I mean that time that is actually made by the the sun and
the moon. The error in the Julian Calendar is ( 365.25-365.2422).,00776
of a day per year, and in 128 years it would emount to one day. In 1582
the error from this and other causes smounted to ten days.

The Gregorian Calendar provides presides for 97 leap-years
in each 400 years., which makes the length of its average year 365.2424
days. This is .0002 of a day in axcess of the mean solar year(365.2422)
When I asked you the question if the moon and the sun did
not star} out together on Septe 20, 1194 A. Do 0B—Sept+20 I had reference
to what Gregorian time would be at that date., I think the Eclipse of
Dec. 20 1843 repeated its self on Bec. 20, 1194 Gregorien time or true

planetary time. _
I am yours very sincerelye. Cy{z Z/i;;;:/,1Ai2f:{)




Daar Brother Fiaster:

The last few weeks have brought me too many pleces of work
to keep up with all my correspondences Consequently your last
letter has had to go unsnswerede Enclosed is o disgram of the
period known ss ben harkrngig. Study it a little. Perhaps
we may find hermony through this argumente In the fall mumbers
of The Ministry I will have two articles on the subjesct of the
pessovers Unless you have changed your argument, you probably
will not agree with mes In any event, we shall be glad to have
your discussion fully written oube

Wishing you much of God's blessing,

I am yours very sincerely,

July 19, 1943,
4 Crescent Plaoce,
Takoma Park, Mde




* Huntington We Va.
318 Ferguson Court,
Aug, 17,1943,

v

Miss Grace Amadon,
Takoma Park, Md.

Dear sister Amadon:

| It has been some time since I received
your last letter. But sorry to éay that I was sick for
a week in bed &nd then dednot feel well for some time.
Then ceme ouf‘Camp-meefing.in‘Parkersburg for two weeks,

| I note that you did not answer my

questions regarding the institution of the passover; I
will be looking for an answer as you said if I would write
out my position you would .answer if. I can't see how
you can ﬁaks the Children of Isreal going out of Egypt on
the 14th when the Bible plainly says that it was on the

15th. .
In our last week's.S. S« lesson I

note a quotathon from the De A. saying "When the loud cry,
tIt is finished', came from the lips of Chrizt, the priests

were officiating in the temple. It was the hour of the

evening sacrifice, The lamb had been brought to be Slaimﬂ' ,

veee but the knife but—the Imnife drops from his nerveless
hend, and the lamb escapes. Type has met entitype in the
death of God's Soms" D As 756,757, Now the point -Jesse
died about .3 P. M. Then that was the time of the Evening
sacrifice. Or between the evenings, and not at the beéinr
ing of the next day as you have suggested.

T have also réceived the'Technical Ammalysis™

and "Comments on the 1844 Chronology". Many thanks for the

sanme. As ever your friend and brother. d(y- 6</CZ::°*¥“jt:AJ




H untington,l1,W. Va,
318 Ferguson Court,
Nov. 30,1943.

Hiss Grace Amadon,
Takoma Park, D. C,

Dear Miss Amadon:

I was very giad to receive your letter ofthe 25rd.
And must appbogize for not ﬁisiting you wﬁen I was in Takoma
Park, "I hed intended to make you a visit when -we went on
our visit jﬁst as much as I had planned,other things. But
aéfl had man& thing to look after iﬁ piépariﬁg my place i%
was impossible to do ome half I wanted to do. It jﬁst seemed
you could not find any one to do work for you because of the
war shortage., Then too we took a friend with ué who wanted
to see Hashington. This took some time. I did want +o have

a visit with you.

I want also to thank you for sending the questioms

that you sent to £ld. Andreasen. I will be very glad to alkso
.receive his reply-favorable or unfarvorable.
It I were to answer the questions I would say as

as follows, )
1.Christ did fulfill th4 types having Friday the 15th.

For Christ was the antitype of the lamb and also the deliverer-

when the Lord pass over us and Ghrist dieddfor us. This was

to be on the 15th. You meet this #ouble phase of Christ's work

meny times in studing the sanctuary service. SeaBro. Andreasen's

book. To my mind the great part of the Passover took place

on the 15th.  Because the Egyptians were slain on that day

and Isreal was delivered. If this was on the 1l4th. then Christ

did not fulfill this type. The 15th. was to be a sabbath.

2. #Your cohiclusions are based on the men you quoted
some time ago to me. DBut I understand from the U, S, Naval
Observatory they say that the time given may be within a few
“hours. lany Astronomers claim even greater differences.

5. 1 do not take Philo's Laws Wefore the Bible.
In its teachings it plainly says that the lamb was killed on
the 14th. and eaten the same night on the 15th. That was
the flact when Isreal left Bgypt. I think Adam Clark states
the facts about the value of the Fathers in the following




Elder L.V. Finster,
318 Ferguson Court
Huntington 1 -
West Virginia

' Déar Elde_r Finster:

I am glad to get your letter of November 30. If Elder Andressen
answers my recent letter to him, I will send you m capy. He is -
not in Washington now. I wish to call your attention sgain to
two oitatlons from the Desire of Azes.

- (a) "He was the antitype of the wa.ve-sheaf end His resurrection ,
took place on the very day when the weve-sheaf was to be presented
before the Lord."-=pp. 786, 786. o '

{pv) “The Passover wes followed by the seven days' feas'b of unleav-
ened bread.- On the second dsy of the feast, the first fruits of
the year s harvest, & sheaf of barley, was presented before the
Lﬁl‘do -wle 77«

. According to Statement I, resurrection Sunday was the dey of
the wave=-sheaf, and according to Statement II, the day of the
wave-ghoef was the seoond day of the femst of "umleavensd breeds
But if youn meke crucifixion Fiidey the "fifteenth," which you ,
acknowledge was & sabbath, as in Lev.23:6,7, then you thereby make
that Friday the first dsy of thé feast of unlee.vaned breed, and
hence Sundey of the resurrection, the third day of that foost per-
ied, oentra:y to Statement II. .

H,ow do you snewer this contradietion? If you will snswer my
questions one at a time, perhaps we oan get together on this
problem.. ' I have other questions, Brother Finster, and they are
based upon the kind of eovidence you accepte I am gradually
learning just what this is. I am alwe;ys glad to hear irom youe

Yours very sincerely s

Devember 6, 1943
4 Crescent Place
Takoma Park, Md.




Dear Brother Finster:

L was disappointed in not seeing you when you wers here
recently. You have had so many letters from me that I thought
surely you would look me up &t your first opportunity. My
correspondence is so heavy that I do not have so much time to
sive as formerlyes The enclosed copy of a letter to Flder
Andreasen conbains additional argumonts on crucifixion Friday
as the Jewish "fifteenths” Porhaps these mey help you.

Wishing you much of wod's blessing in yowr soudy, =ad a
heppy end prosperous season To 0ome,

T am yours very sincerely,

hovember 23, 1343.
4 Crsscent Pluce,
Takoina Park, ilde

s A Mﬁ.%, \77?’
g X &~ A




Huntington,l,W. Va.
318 Fergusen Court,
Jan. _ 6, 1944,

Miss Grace Amadon,
4 Creseent Place,
Takoms Park, Md.
Dear sister Amadon:

I am a long time in answering your letter that
~came last month. I am sorry for the delay. At the time of
‘the grfival of your letter I wget to the Workers meeting end
soon after I returned I was inducted into the Flu and had its
experences, 1 have not as yet received the reply of Eld. An-
dreason but expeet it will be coming soon..

In reply to the two paragraphs from the D. A.
I would say that there seems to be disérepancy betweenlthis and
other statements. On page 642 the statement is made " He Hims
self was the true paschal lamb, and on the day the passover was
Also D. A. page 77

EATEN,He was to be sacrificed." There can not be any raasonable

an
doubt but this was the 15th. as it was Steted over and over. I

would like to have you harmonize thes two statements with the

| ‘£d~3'?
ones you mention.  How de?ngder these eontrodlctionsi}»¢b2)?T““J

.I am not sure that this is the explanation of the
quotations that you refer to, but I have heard that when a cere-
monial requirment conflected withk the Law that‘the reqeirments
of the igw came first. That is when the offering up of the wave-
sheaf cameon the sabbath it was pospned until the next day and
the Jews had two sabbaths tegether. This was the case in the

year in which Christ was crucified. I only offer this as a

suggestion.

I an,

Yours very sincerely.

AV Focadin

ot



28 A.D. First Passover in Christ's public ministry (John 2:13)

ConJunctlon Full Moon
pr 13.68 Apr 27.62
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-sunset - . Please insert the Nisan dates--1 to 15 Nisan--in the
spaces between sunset and sunset.:




Dear Brother Finster:

Your letter of January 6 I will answer at once, while the problems involved
are fresh in my mind. I am sorry that you conclude that there is even one
disorepancy in the Spirit-of-prophecy chronology. If error ocours in one
place, how can we depend upon any of the time statements? And yet s without
this chronology, Adventists would be without ochart and compass. In the Re=
view and Herald, October 23, 1894, Sister White writes:

"The results of many minds are to be brought together from many sources
as God's hereditary trust, and the divine power will work in such a wgy that
harmony will exist."

Personally, I am counting upon this promise. This harmony is worth every«..
thing to me, and to this end our utmost efforts are being bent. Without this
unity one's work faces feilure. As I have previously suggested, if I oould
see your whole outline, it is possible that I might find the clue to your di-

gression from the Spirit-of-prophecy dates. In very few instances does Sister
White prove her chronology--we have to find the proof. And yet, we would not
knowingly enter into research contrary to the Spirit-of-prophecy basis, would
we? I have thus far found complete agrsement between the Biblioal dates, the
Spirit-of-prophecy outline, and astronomical lew. You should also find the
seme, and when you can thus prove up your work, it will thus become a2 real con-
tribution. -

Now as to the statements under consideration. I see no conflict between
Desire of Ages, p. 77, pe 642, end The Great Controversy, pe 399, The follow-
ing passage whioh you have cited from time to time, really seems very simple:

"He Himself was the true paschal lamb, and on the day the Passover was
ecaten, Ho was to be sacrificed.” : :

When was Jesus saorificed? On the sixth day of the week, about three
o'clook. Few will disagree with this fact. Then that seme sixth dey must
have been the day on which the Passover was eaten. But we must not forget
that with the Jews, their days reached from sunset to sunset, and hence that
the dey Jesus was orucificed must have begun on the previous evening. There is
no date given in conneotion with Desire of Ages, p. 642; but in The Great Con-
troversy, p. 399, the date for both sacrifioing end eating the paschal lamb is
given as the Jewlsh "fourteenth." All these statements complement each other,
and are in harmony, and should be used together. On this basis all is clear.

Now one more pointe. If orucifixion Friday actually had been the Jewish
"fifteenth," as you assume, then I take it that you count the preceding Thurs-
day as the Jewish "fourteenth,” that is, from sunset to sunset. Which one of
these deys do you consider the actual passover day? And on your same basis
of reckoning, how would you campute the first passover in the public ministry
of Christ-~that of John 2:137? I will give you the outline with the moon dates
and the days of the week inserted, and if you have time, would like to have
you insert the paschal dates of 1 to 15 Nisan in the spaces between sunset and
sunset. I have placed the dlagram on separate slips, and will appreciate it
if you will return one to me with the dates of Nisan enclosed. '

Wishing you the fulness of God's blessing in your work this coming year,
I am yours very sincerely,

January 8, 1944
4 Crescent Place,"
Takoma Park, Md.

3{‘.0;4.\& i o Tianne . G.<.
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Dear Elder Finster:

I did not have time yesterdsy to include the answer sbout the wave-gheaf.
You wrotes "I have heard that when a ceremonial requirement conflioted
with the law, that the requirements of the law oame first." I do not un-
derstand this statement, and surely you would not base oconclusions upon
hearssy! As regards the wave-sheaf, there is sufficlent euthority con-
oerning it without resorting to "hearssy." The 0l1d Testement, the Spirit
of prophecy and Josephus are in uniform agreement, namely, that the wave-
sheaf was alweys to be offered on 16 Nisan, which, in the orucifixion
year was Sundey of the resurrection. In Lev.23.11, Moses calls this day
"the morrow after the sebbath,” and from this day inoclusive, the fifty
days to Pentecost inoclusive were counted.

The Pharisees and Sadducees aro sald not to have been in agreement as to
the meaning of the term "morrow after the sabbath,” the Pharisees insist-
ing that it ocould refer to sy day of the week, while the Sadducees claimed
that the word "sabbath” mgant the seventh dey of the week. Henoe with

| them the “morrow after" w%:?:S'Gndq. This tradition mey or may not be true,
But, in eny event, in the crucifixion year, e wave-sheaf came naturelly
on resurreotion Sundsy without eny wenipulation of the calendar. Christ
"was the antitype of the wave-sheaf, and His resurrection took place upon
the very dey when the wave-sheaf was to be presented before the Lord." De-
sire of Ages, ps 786. Why not believe this? _ Furthermore, Josephus im-
plies the same thought in AnteIIXeXebe -

Hence, in the orucifixion year, the Sadducees had the Sundey Pentecost of
their cjoice, if such was their choloce, and it is therefore wholly umnec-
essary to claim that the calendar wes shifted to meet Sadducean demend.
Such an argument doos not esteblish chromology of the Bible. Iloreover, it
was highly essentiel that the ceremonial lew, as originelly given, ci.ould
persist until the death of the Lewgiver. If His laws had chenged, then
the Jews themselves would have had sn argument asgainst Christ as the true
Messich.
of the first month wan alro a Sy comvocation and
In Lev.23.6,7, the "fifteenth day")is also o=lled the "first day" of the |
seven-day period of unleavened breade This would mske the "sixteenth day"
the same as the "seoond dey" of this feast periode It is hard for you to
believe this facte But it is confirmmed by the Spirit of prophecye. I be-
lieve firmly thet if you kmneel down and ask the Lord to help you to under-
stand, Ho certainly will do so. Please do not teke unkindly what I seye
I have written you meny letters, and I am seriously anxious thet these
problems become clear to youe. Please try once more. If you aoccept by
faith the Spirit of prophecy statements, then you mey find your digression
in your eclipse series, and in the end find harmony.

May God bless your work,
Yours very sincerely,

January 11, 1944
4 Crescent Place
Takoma Park, Md.




Huntington,l,W. Va.
318 Ferguson Court,
Jan, 18,1944,
Dear Miss Amadon:
I have just returned from another trip to Parkersburg,
Thi# time I was away nearly one week. You were better then
I.have been in prompt replies. |
You have dragnké.qung conclusion from my last letter
if you think I admit that there is a'decreéancy in the Spirit-
of-prophécy chronology. No sister Amedon I do.not believe that.
What I do mean is that we haye a wrong interpertation of soﬁe
of the things that it says, that makes this decrepancy. That
is my difficulty with your interpefiation of both the Bible
and the Spirit-of-prophecy. Mey I call your attention to
some of these.
lst. The Bible teaches that the passover was killed
on the l4th, of Nisan betwsen the evenings. And that they

Lo L3787 Nwnmn_ 2 1 1o 17! G 12! i’)//)z?aJ/;'M. 333
ate the passover on the 15th., Now,you make the Spirit-of- '

A
vpropheey éenyibbth these facts. You also make Jesus having
the lemb killed on the 13th. and ate on the 14th. Both of
théserare confrary to the Bible statements and the Spirit-
of-prophecy as given on D. of A. pg.642 where it states that
"on the day'the Passover was caten,He was to be sacrificed,"
I do believe that Jesus did—mot fulfill the type of the
e e . L aégﬁétﬁi,a, Ao je 1
Passovér in His life while here on the earthgouw S é??
2nd. Would you kikdly harmonize this statemént
of D A. pg 642 and the quotations you gave making the day
He was crucified the 14th, In your last‘letter you try to
do this but then you controdiet the Bible which says that
the sacrifice was eateh on the 15th. You gowbe from that

complexed statement in G. Cont. making it controdict the
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THE DATE OF THE PASSOVER AND THE
PRESENTATION OF THE WAVE SHEAF

Dear Brother:

Your letter of the Lth inst. has been handed me by Professor
to answer. I sm indsed interested in your questions; and inssmuck as
they all center on the problem of the ancient Jewish passover date,
with reference to the roasting and eating of the paschal lamb, we
shall make this the main subject of our answer to your interesting
letter.

There are altogether at least fourteen specific passovers recorded
in the Bible--seven in the NT and seven in the OT. Those in the NT are
based upon the authority of the 0T, to which Jasus Himself dore witness
(John 5:L47). The passovers in the OT only are given & Jewish date, and
this faot must guide us in aseribing Jewish dates to the passover festi-
vals in the gospel pericd. The Bpirit of prophecy is a sonsistent lead,
83 is also Josephus in his desoription of the ancient feasts. On the
contrary, the modern Jewish almanac bases its authority upon the Mishna
and Talmud in dating the passover on 15 Nisan.

As you must know, each OT passover is dated on ll; Nisan, with the
scocompanying statement that the passover was either "kept" or "killed"
on this date. The question at once arises whether the roasted lamb was
also eaten on 1l Nisan. Both OT and KT answer this question, as do al-
80 astronomy and the Spirit of prophecy. All these authorities are in
agreement. The apparently only disagreement that has come into the
problem dates from Talmudic decisions which influenced the Jews to
change both the ancient passover date and season. This, however, did
not happen without a long ocalendarial controversy smong various Jewish
seocts. In the ninth century the Karaites challeanged the Rabbanites
that they had

"introduced the calculation of the oalendar, and changed the
divine festivals from their due louon."--Philig Birnbaum, The
Arabio Commentary of Yefet ben 'Ali the Karalte on the Nook

] OS08, DP. . phla, .

There are, howsver, ancient pentatsuchal texts that command (1) that
the paschal lamb be slain about dusk in the entering evening of the
fourteenth; (2) that it be romsted and eaten in the same night; end
(3) that it be eaten with unleavensd bread and bitter herbs. Let us con-
sider these commands in the order given:

1. Hour of 8 the Passover. The command in Ex. 12:6 that the
lsmb was g e en evenings" is translated "at dusk"
in the modern Jewish translation of the OT. The interpretation is Tsl-
mudio that the "going down of the sun” in Deut. 16:8 refers to early
afternoon when the sun has crossed the meridisn. Even in early Chris-
tian times, before the Talmud in either Jerusalem or Babylon had been




Date of Passover

Presentation of Wave Sheaf

completed, Ambrose of Milah argued with reference to the Baster
passover, that , '

"gines the lamb had to be slain at evening, we omn begin at
the last hour before evening."--Aegidii Bucherii, Ds Dootrina
Temporum, ps 479, Antverpiae, 153L. . '

But in the ysar of the orucifixion, the lamb sacrifice seems sctu-
ally to have been conducted near the time of sunset, for in Luke 22:7
we resd, . :

"Then came the day of unleavensd bread, when the pasas=
over must be killed." '

This assertion by Luke implies that the day of unleavened bread was
~ Just beginning, and that it was indeed the very day on which the lamb
had to bs killed, namely, the OT fourteenth, Henece the hour signified
was obviously the sunsst beginning of the fourteenth, in harmony with OT
practice. Without doubt Peter and John carried the slain lamb with them
when sent by Jesus into the city to prepare the feast. Matthew and Mark
make statements similar to Luke's. All the gospel writers refer to this
passover, -desoribing it in detall, but varying in the episodes intro-
duced intoc their narratives.

2. Roasted and Eaten in the Nig FPourteenth. The words
of Luke jus “in e 1 ¥, forhis r
tinues right on to the arrest, trial, and death of Jesus., His desorip-
“tion plainly identifies the orucifixion day as the fourteenth of Nisan.
But there are also OT commands with reference to the date of the lamb
supper as the same day. One is found in oomnection with the second month
passover for the unclean. It reads as follows:

. "The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall
keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.  «
according to all the ordinances of the passover they shall
keep itc"“"m. 9311.12. l

Then again a similar command ocours in Ex. 12;:18:

“"In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month
at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread until the one and twen-
tieth day of the month at even.” .

And, ag further explained in Ex. 12:8, the eating of unleavened
braad on the fourteenth must have been in comneotion with the: supper
of the roasted lamb; o ‘

"They shall eat the flesh in that night [literally, in the
same night, as in verse 6], roast with fire, and unleavensd —
bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it."

Hence the conclusion is obvious that unleavensd bread was eaten
with the roasted lamb, and that both must have been eaten on the four-
teenth day. But this coinoidence necessarily occurred at the entering
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evening of the fourteenth, for otherwisze this sating of unleavensd
bread would have coincided with the feast of unleavened bread on the
fifteenth, And such was not the divine commandt

5. The Unleavensd Bread. The discussion of the foregoing texts
has anticipated & 11tile your question with reference to Matt. 26:17.
In addition it can be stated that the gospel writers were in their
right in calling the crucifixion day the "day of unleavencd bread," al-
though it was not the "feast of unleavened bread,” which eams on the
fiftesnth. It is very olear from the 0 commands that unleavened bread
was eaten with the lamd supper, and that from this eircumstance the
passover day eventually came to be called the day of unleavened bread.
But the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the fIrst month were quite
different, Even their memorials were different, the fourteenth being
an observance of the passing over of the blood-stained door (Bx. 12:1l),
and the fifteenth being a commemoration of the actual leaving of Rgypt
(Bx. 12:l2). The one day--the fourteenth--was a working day, and it was
not a ceremonial sabbath. On Friday of the crucifixion, Simon of Cyrens
came in from the field, where apm rantly he had been at work, But the
fifteenth day was known as "the feast" (Num. 28:17), upon which no servile
work was to be dous (Lev. 23:7). It was a holy convocation, and was there-
fore oalled "the sabbath" (Lev. 23¢11). Hence you are correct in your
interpretation of John's "high day" in ch. 19:31, as being the ceinoi-
demce between a convooation sabbath and the seventheday Babbath.

Now the Spirit of propheoy also represents the day of the oruci-
fixion as the fourteenth day of the first month, and the statement in
"Great Controversy," p. 399, is in full agreement with your ocitations.
These are the words:

"On the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month, the
very day and menth on which, for fifteen long centuries, the
Passover laxb had boen slain, Christ, having eaten the Pass~
over with His disciples, instituted that feast whioh was to
commemorate His own death as 'the Lamb of God, which taketh
sway the sin of the world.'"

This long sentence tells me that the paschal lamb was slain and
eaten, and the communion feast instituted, on the fourteenth day of the
fIrst Jewish month. And in harmony with this dating, "Desire of Ages"
adds that Christ arose "on the very day when the wave-sheaf was to be
presented before the Lord" (page 785), stating earlier (page 77).

"The Passover was followed by the seven days! feast of une
leavensd bread. On the second day of the feast, the first
fruits of the year's harvest, a sheaf of barley, was presented
before the Lord."

Josephus makes a similar assertion:

"The feast of unleavened bread succeeds that of the pass-
over, and falls on the fifteenth day of the month, and eontin-
ues seven days. . . .But on the second day of unleavened bread,
which is the sixteenth day of the month, they first partake of
the fruits of the earth, for before that day they do not toueh

o"""Jo‘.?h“’. Antt, III. X.S.
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Besides the OT and NT arguments, and the Spirit of prophecy chron-
ology, there is of course the prophetic proof, and also the astronom-
iocnl proof of the orucifixion calendar. *he Spirit of prophecy chron-
ology you know. All of the E. G. White calendar statements are mar-
velous indsed. And the mors they are atudied, the more our faith will
inorease. I shall not have reom in this letter to outline the his-
torieal proof of the orucifixion date--the sixth., Thers are doubtless
many others, but these that we Xnow are in perfect harmony. I shall now
procesd to demonstrate this fact from astronomy and oalendar soience.

The following table represents the period of Danislts seventieth
wesk prophscy. The brace indicates the actual years bslonging to
this prophetioc week--autumn of 27 A. D. to the autum of 3L A. D. We
know that the years run from fall to fall, because the Messish died in
the spring of the year, whioh point of time Daniel denominates the
"midst of the week,” and hence the middle of the yoa&r.

The astronomical proof of ths orucifixion year consists in first
identifying for the years under comsideration the Jewish date of each
passover--whether fourteen or fifteen Nisans and second, in discovering -
& year with the approved Friday-passover date coinoiding with Daniel's
prophotic "midst.” The Table and argument follow:

DANIEL*'S BEVENYIRTH WERK
(Passover Moons)

e ——————— e —

A.Ds Now Moous* Full Moon Jewish Day after Jewizh
(Adar) (Nisan) Day of  Pull Moan  Day of

‘ Week (Passover  Week
€--Waxing Period--> s8 to ss on 1ith) s to ss

e — e e

1l 2 3 L 5 [
27 Har 26.8% Apr 9.76 Th . Apr 11 Fax
28x Lpr 13.68  Apr 27.62 Tu Apr 28 w
29 Apr 2.8 Apr 17.21 Su Apr 18 |
30 Mar 22,8}y Apr 6.93 F Apr 8 8 f
31 apr 10.58 Apr 25.94 Th Apr 27 1l Friday ) Midst of
R  Mar 29.95 Apr 1447 X Apr 1 Tu the Week
33 Apr 17.90 May 3.29 Su May u '
3, Apr 7.58 Apr 22.1p Th Apr 23 2 Priday
35* Mer 28.27 Apr 11.43 N Apr 12 Tu [
36% Apr 15.21  Apr 29.19 Su Apr 30 N
37* Apr 5%  Apr 18.%9 Th Apr 19 4

“Moon dates are talen from Ginzel's Chronologie. In the aneient lunar
month, the new moon always oocurs toward the end of the month, and
the full moon toward the middle.

**This spring Priday doos not come into the seventieth week becauss the
yoars run from fall to fall.

Demonstration. On account of the fact that the ancient

Jewish month always began with the appearance of the new
moon orescent on the western horison at sunset, or soon

after, there are only two positions available for the an-
olent passover date--either on the full moon, or the day
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after. In the foregoing table, the passover date--either
Tourteen or fifteen Nisan--cannot be made to soincide

with the full moon date, because In many ysars, like 28,

25, 36, and 37, the first day of the month with its new

moon crescent would then come either before, om, or soon
after tho very day of conjunotion (column 2), and therofore so
near to the sun that the new moon could not possibly be seen.

For the seme reason, neither can the passover on fifteen
Nisan be consistently made to coineide with the Jewish day
after full moon (column 5). Por example, in the year 28, the
difference in time betwsen new moon (April 13.68) and the day
after full moon (April 28), is 1432 days. How could 15 whole
days be thrust into a period only a little over 1l days lang?
Thus the calendar would many times in each century fase dis-
agreement with the new moon.

Honce the rule is imperative that in every yesr with a
short waxing period in Nisan, there must always be less
than 15 oalendar days betwsen new moon and the day after
full moon. And this fact governs all the other years in
placing the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month,
on the day after full moon,

This calendar rsgulation of placing the passover date on fourtesn
Nisan on the day after full moon is the only rule that works in harmony
with the actual position of the new moon. Hence, obviously, the ancient
Jews, who obrerved the moon, and conducted an astronomical court in Jeru-
salem, must have dated their passover likewise,

On the basis of the foregoing argument, only two ll-Nisan Pridays
ocour in the period of Daniel's seventisth week--in the years 31 A.D.
and 34 A.D. Propheoy chooses the year 31 A.D. in stating that the Mes-
siah would dis in the "midst of the week." And with this prophecy
astronomy snd the calendar are in full agreement, and sc is also the
reckoning of ths Spirit of prophecy.

I mm sure that Professor will be glad to hear from you if
you decide to write dgain. I alsC shall be glad to know how you all
come out who are studying this problem. If you have any more questions,
or do not understand my line of reasoning, pleasze let me know.

Yours very sincerely,

Grace Amadon

April 14, 1943
L; Crescent Place
Takoms Park, Md.




Chet Green,
Box 613,
Hepato, Wn.

Daar Bro’cher,‘ Greent

Your letter of the 4th inst. has been hended me by Professor, Kern—
to apswers I am indeed interested in your questiem; and inssmuch as
they a1l center on the problem of the anoieng,\pasaowr date, with ref-
erence to the roasting and esting of the paschel) lemb, we shall meke
this the mein subject of our answer to your interesting letter.

There ere altogetber at least fourtcen specific passovers recarded
in the Dible--seven in the NT and ssven in the 0f. Thése in the NT are
based upon the =authority of the 0T, to which Jesus Dinself bore witness
(John 8147), The passovers in the OT only are given o Jowish date s and
thiz fact must pulde us in oseribing Jewlsh dates to the pmssover fcati-
vels i the pospel periode The spirit of prophecy is o consistent lesd,
88 is also Josaphus in his desoriptlon of the molent feastse On the
contrery, the modern Jewlsh almanae bases its euthority upon the Iishna
and Talmud in dating the passovor on 15 Hinem.

As you must kaow, each OT passover is dated on 14 Hisen, with the
acoompanyine statement that the passover was either "kept® or “killed®
on this dates The yuostion at once arises whether the roasted lemb was
alse enten om 14 Hissns Foth 7T and NT answer this question, as do al~
so astronomy and the Sririt of propheoye A1l these authorities are in
agreemente The apparently only disegreement that hes cowe into the
praoblem dates from Talwudioc decisions whioh influenced the Jews to
chenge both the mmoient passover date and sessome This, however, did
not happen without = isng ealenderial controversy smong various Jewish
seotss Tn the ninth contury the oraites challenszed the Rabbanites
that they hed

"introdused the csloulstion of the oslendar, and chenged the
divine festivels from their due season."--"hilip Birnbaum, The
irebic Commentary of Yefet ben 'All the Kuraite on the Book
¢f Hoseo, pe xxviile Fhilsdelphin, 1£42,

(€]

There are, howsver, smoient penteteuchal texts thst commend thetthe
peschel lamb €2 3¢ clein sbout dusk in the emtering evenlng of tl&?.r'
fourteenth; (2) ,be roasted ond eaten in the swwe night; and (2) =) g
be eaten with wunleavened bresd end bitter herbse Lot us oonsider these
oormends in the order ;iven:

1 Four of Slaying tho Passovers The comiond in Bx. 12:6 that the
lamb wes to be killed "between the two evenings" is translated “at dusk"
in the modern Jewlsh tromriation of the 0¥« The interprotation is Tal-
pudioc that the "goin: down of the sun” in Deut, 16:8 refers to early
af'ternoon when the sun has crossed the meridiane Iven in esrly Chris-

tian times, befors the Talmud in either Jerusaler or Rebylon had heen
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completed, Ambrose of Milan argued &8 foilows with reference to the Eas-
ter pessover, that

"since the lamb had to be slain at evening, we can begin at
the lest hour before evening."--Aegidii Bucherii, De Dootrina
Temporur, pe 479. Antverpiae, 1634.

But in the year of the crucifixion, the leamb saorlfice seems actu-
ally to have been conducted rear the time of sunset, for in Iluke 22i7
we read,

"Then oame the day of unleavened bread, when the passover
must be killed."

This assertion by Luke implies that the dey of unleuvened bread was
just beginning, and that it wes indeed the very day on whioh the lamb
had to be killed, nemsly, the TPourteenth. Fence the hour signified was
obviously the sunset beginning of the fourteenth, in harmony with OT
practices Without doubt Peter and John carried tne slain lomb with them
when sent by Jesus into the 017 to prepare the feasts Matthew and Mark
meke statements similar to Luke s All the gospel writers refer to this
passover, desoribing it in detall, bubt verying in the eplsodes intro-
dused into their narratives.

2e Larb Roasted end Faten in the Night i Fourteenth. The words

.4-.._.

of Iure just oitsd . troducs &l : sruci;uclou iay, Tor his zarreive con-
tinues rizht on to the arrest, trial end death of Jesus. 'is desorip=-
ion T)].L‘.ILJ.].J ideutifies the cmcif‘ixion 1cv a8 the fourtecuth of Nisane

But_there are, also OT commands with rel.:- .. = bo the date of the lamd
suppery e is found in comnection wi’cn Lis second month pascover for

the wmelesne 1% rcads as follows:

"The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall
keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread end bitter herbs. + o
acoording to all the ordinsnces of the passover they shall
kﬁep ito -l e u%ll 12. )

Then ezain a similar commsand ococurs in Exe 1231

"In the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month
st even, ye shall esat m-xleavened bread until the one and twen-
tieth day of the month at even."

And, as further explained in Ex. 1218, the eabing of unleave
sned breaed on the fourteenth must have been in comnection with the sup-
per of the roassted lambs

""hey shall eat the flesh in that night [literally, in the
e night, as in verse 6], roast with fire, snd unleavened
breads and wi‘bh bitter herbs they shall eat it."



Hence the conclusion is obvious that unleavened bread was eaten
with the roasted lamb, and that both must have been eaten on the foure
teenth day. But this coinoidence necessarily ooccurred at the entering
evening of the fourteenth, for otherwise this eating of wmleavened
bread would have coincided with the feast of unleavened bread on the
fifteenths And such was not the divine command!

he Unle ‘¢sde The discussion of the foregoing texts
has antioipeted your question with reference to Matt. 26117,
In addition it can be stated that the goseol writers were in their
right in calling the orucifixion day the “day of unleavened bresd,” al-
though it was not the "feast of unlesvened bread," which came on the
fifteenthe It is very clear firom the OT oommands thet unleavened dbread
was esten with the lemb supper, and that from this oircumstance the
passover day eventually oame toc be called the day of unleavened broasd.
But the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the first month were gquite
fiifferent. Even their memorials were different, the fourfeenth being
en observance of the passing over of the blood-stained doo¥, and’ the |
fifteenth being a commemoration of the sctual leaving of Egypta The
one day--the fourteenth--was a working dsy, and it was not a ceremon-
1al sebbsthe On Fridey of the oruoifixion, Simon of Cyrens cmme in
from the field, where appsrently he had been at worke But the fifteenth
dsy was known as "the feast" (Num. 28117), upon which no servile work
was to be done (Lev. 2317). It was a holy convooation, and was there-
fore salled “the uabbtsh"”(l.cv. 28:11). Henoe you sre uorr:ﬂ: in your
. M . -

interpratation of John s ‘hih dav 12 ohe 19331 5~ méa%ad.. -

Now the Spirit of propheoy also represents the day of the cruci-
fixion as the fourteenth day of the first month, and the statement in
"Great Controversy™ pe 359 is in full agreement with your citations.
Thesa sre the words:

"On the fourteenth day of the first Jewish month, the
very day and month on whioh, for fifteen long oenturies, the
Pasgsover lamb had been slain, Christ, having eaten the Pass~
over with His diseciples, instituted that feast which was to
oommemorste His own desth as "the Lamb of God, whioch teketh
sway the sin of the world.'"

Besides the OT and NT arguments, and the Spirit of prophegy ohro-
nology, thers is of course the prophetio proof, and also the sstro-
nomical proof of the orucifixion calendar. The Spirit of propheoy
chronology you knowe All of the E.Gs White calendar statements are
marvelous indeeds And the more they are studied, the more our falth
will inecreesses I shall not have room in this letter to outline the
historical proof of the crucifixion date~-~the sixthe There are
doubtless many others, but these that we know are in perfect harmo=
nye I shall now proceed to demonstrate this faot from astronomy
snd oalendar science.

The following table represents the period of Daniel's seventieth
woek prophscye The brace indicates the astual years belonging to
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This long sentence tells me that the paschal lemb was slain and
eaten, and the communion feast instituted, on the fourteenth day of the
Tirst Jewish month. And in harmony with this dating, "Desire of Ages"
adds thet Christ arose "on the very dsy when the wave-sheaf was to be
presented before the Lord" (page 785), stating earlier (page 77), thet

"The Passover was followed by the seven days' feast of uns
leavened bread. On the second day of the feast, the first - “de !
fruits of the year's harvest, a sheaf of barley, was presented
before the Lord."

Josephus mekes a similar assertion:

"The feast of unleavened breasd succeeds that of the passo=-
ver, and falls on the fifteenth day of the month, and contin=-
ues seven days. s eBut on the second day of unleavened bread,
which is the sixteenth day of the month, they first partake of
the fruits of the earth, for before that day they do not touch
theme"==Josephus, Antt.III.Xe5.

e




this prophetie week--autumn of 27 A.D. to the autumn of 34 A.D. _We‘ )
know that the yesrs run from fall to fall, because the lMessish died in
the. spring of the year, which point of time Daniel denominates the
"midst of the week," and hence the middle of the year.

The astronomical proof of the crucifixion year consists in first
identifying for the years under consideration the Jewish date’of eacl} |
passover--whether fourteen or fifteen Nisan; and second, in discovering
a year with the approved Fridey-passover date coinciding w;th Daniel’s

prophetic "midst." The Teble end argument follow:

DANIEL'S SEVENTIETH WEEK
(Passover Moons)

27
28™
29
30
31
32
33
34

36%
37~

1.

35% .

* Moon dates are teken from Ginzel's Chronologig. Iw e aresit Gusvan
** This spring Fridey does not come into the seventieth wéek because
the years run from fall to fall, ‘

‘ . Nex * sh Day after Jewish
AR Fe?kgg; . F %%sgggn gggio? Full Moon Day of
' ‘Week =~ (Passover  Week .
&---Weaxing Period---9 ss to ss on 14th) ss to ss
2 | 3 4 5 6
- Mer 26.83 Apr 9.76 Th Apr 11 kg
Apr 13.68 Apr 27.62 Tu Apr 28 W
Apr 2.82  Apr 17.21  Su Apr 18 M
‘Mar 22.84 Apr 6.93 F Apr 8 S - , :
Apr 10.58 Apr 25.94 _ Th Apr 27 Fridey » | !idst of
‘Mar 29.95  Apr 14.47 M ©  Apr 15 Tu [ | the Week
~Apr 17.90 May 3.29  Su May 4 M o 3
Apr 7.,58 Apr 22.40 Th Apr 23 Friday
Mar 284,27  Apr 11.43 M Apr 12 Tu
- Apr 16,21  Apr 29.19 Su Apr 30 M
Apr 4.56 Apr 18.59  Th. Apr 19° F ,

'Démonstration- On account of thé fect that the snicient

Jewish month slways began with the appearance of the new -
moon crescent on the western horizoy at sunset, or soon
after, there are only two positions available for the an-
cient passover date--either on the full moon, or the day

afters.

In the foregoing table, the passover date--either
fourteen or fifteen Nisan=-cannot be mede to coincide

with the full moon date, because in meny years, like 28,
35, 36, and 37, the first dsy of the month with its new

moon crescent would then come either before,.om; or"
. very day of conjumction (column 2), and theref

[-% the
y onA
ore so near

to the sun that the new moon could not possibly be seene
For the same reason, neither can the passover on fifw-
. teen Nisan be consistently made to coincide with the Jew=
ish day.after full moon (column 5).
year 28, the difference in time between new moon (April
13.68) and the day after full moon (April 28), is 14.32

For exemple, in the
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deys. How could 15 whole days be thrust into a period on=-
ly a little over 14 days long? Thus the calendar would

- many times in each century face dissgreement with the new

. TMoOne

Hence the rule is imperative that in every year with a

short wexing period in Nisen, there must alwsys be less
~then 15 calendar deys between new moon end the day after

- 'full moons And this fact governs all the other years in
placing the passover on the fourteenth dasy of the first
month, on the day after full moone

Thls calendar regulation of placlng the passover date on fourteen
Nisan on the day after full moon is the only rule that works in harmg=
ny with the asctual position of the new moon. .Hence, obviously, the an~
cient Jews, who observed the moon, and conducted an astronomical court
in Jerusalem must have dated thelr pessover likewise.

On the basis of the fore oing ‘argument s only two l4sNisan Fridsys
ocour in the period of Daniel's seventieth week--in the years 31 A.D.
and 34 A.D. Prophecy chooses the year 31 A.D. in stating that the Mes=
sish would die in the "midst of the weeks" And with this prophecy

-astronomy and the calendar are in full agreement and so is also the

reckonlng of the Spirit of prophecy.

I em sure that Professor =---==-- will be glad to hear from you if
you decide to write sgaine. I also shall be glad to know how you all
come out who are studying this probleme If you have any more questions,
or do not understood my line of reasoning, please let me know.

Yours very sincerely,

Grace Amadon

April 14, 1943
4 Crescent Place,
Tekoma Park, lMd.
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Brother Chet Green,
Drawer 128,
College Place, Wash.

Dear Brother Greent

I am sorry that I have been unsble hitherto to have answered
your letter of the 2nd inste And now your second letter has come
&sking about the Jewish date of orucifixion Fridaye Enclosed are
same artioles on these subjects which will snswer same of your
questionse You will find the decimal dste disoussed on page 12
of the mimeographed articles John 18128 is best explained as fol-
lows, I believes

The passover referred to could not be the paschal lamb, for
both John and the Synoptists desoribs a paschal lamb supper
at the evening begimming of orucifixion Fridsy. Neither
could it have been a passover sin offering, which was some~-
times eaten the priests in the case of individual sin
(Leve6326, 26), but which was offered only on the 16th (Num.
28117=22), and not on the l4the But, it oould have been a
passover peace offering which could be offered any time.
However, when the pease sacrifice was offersd, the priests
had to eat their "breast and right shoulder™ the same day
(Leve7116)e This law would account for the hesitation of
the Jews in John 18128, some of whom wers priests (John
18136), agalnst besoming levitiocally unclean.

In Josiah's passover in 2 Chron. 35114, we see these
peace saorifices offered on the l4th dasy of the first month,
and the Levites hurried to finish the ceremonies all on "the
seme day" (verse 16), for they were busy offering the fat
until night.

Obviously, the peace offering was propitious on the l4th
day of the passover feast, bul the priests had to be ready
for the ppoples How tragic it was that the priests themselves
should be,active in the condemation of Jesus!

With regard to question 3, do not forget that there were about
two million people--probably more--that had to leave Egypt, together
with their flooks and herds. Even if the multitude started by morn-
ing of the 14th, in harmony wi.th "Patrisrchs end Prophets," there was
none too much time for a complete exodus to ooocur on the offiocial
16th,when they departed from Rameses. Cf. also Ex.12:122.

Your question 4 with reference to Jonah is eas’ly answered, it
seems to me,if you get the symbolism correcte You might state the
argument as follows:
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Chet Green = 2

As Jones was three days and three nights in the "heart"”of the
sea (Jonsh 213, margin), which was & symbol of Syris end its
arpital Nineveh oven 8o would the Son of msn be three days
and three nights in the precincts of Jerusalem, in the vory
heart and midst of Jewlsh power and jurisdiction.

vaioualy s the three days’ must have been Thursdsgy, Fridegr s and
Satiirddy;. and the three nights, Thursdsy night, Friday night. and
Saturdey nigh’e But there is no eviderce :.mpl;ing that Jesus was in
the grave all of this time any more than that Jonah had departed

life while in the grest fish under the sea. During the first half of ...

the time outlined by Jesus, Ho was being trailed by Judas, then ocou=-
pled with the paschal ceremony, arrosted, tried, and uailed to the
ocrosse But at no time was He in the midst or 1n the "heart" of the

- 1iteral ear: ch, or even under ite For His.burial was gbove the earth

in the tombe Furtnermore in no sense is the grave the amntitype of
the Hebrew word for heart. When used as such, many 5 orintures are
contravened as to thelr resl mea.ning,.

In my own opinion, the word "sea" in Matthew 12 is a symbol for
e gentile nation, like the sea in Daniel 7 and Revelstion 13, while
the word "earth" is a contrasbing symbol. for the Jewish nation; which
was the most responsible for the orucifixion of Jesus (John 193111).

With regard to your question regarding the Jewish date of cruci-’
fixion Fridgy, study over again the slip of citations here enclosed
from the Spirit of prophecye They are reassuringe Exe30:8 shows that
the Hebrew phrase at even, or literelly "tetween the evenmgs. when
the paschal lamb was slain, wes -the .game point of time in which Aaron
lighted the lemps, for the evening incense and the evening burnt offer~
ing (Nume28t4)s The other burnt offering was conduoted in the morning.

o3 W“““_‘]lOne lamd represented conseorstion and stonement ab the beginning of

p 27%

the working hours, while the other corresponded to conseoration and

‘abonement .at the beginning-of the night, or hours of rests  Bub both

lambs belonged to one and -the seme deye Therefore, the passover -
lemb, beirg. slain "between the evenings ," must heve been offered at
the beghming of a new days .

If you will “sbudy oarefully the table in the JBL artiols on page

.251- o astronomical argument will tell you that a passover on 16
»N1san 1requen'b1y interferes with the first appearsnce of the new moon,
- in other words, the calendar new moon phasis would be made to appear

before the literal moon could estually be seens Study this argument
through, and please write me again if you havoe any more questi onse

Am sorry thet my letter is delayed and please believe me, . I e
shall be interested to know how you come out in your ovm mindo

_ Yours very sincerely,
May 26, 1943,

4 Cresocent Plece,"
Tekoma Park, Mde




