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THE W RLD CALENDA 

Mr. W. E. Belleau 
41zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA41  West Vliet 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Dear Mr. Belleau: 

9)t 
American Advisory Committee 

William H. Barton, Jr. 
Henry W. Bearce 
Mrs. Frederic Beggs 
Rev. William Adams Brown, D.D. 
Dr. Clara B. Burdette 
Mrs. Frederick H. Clausen 
Capt. J. F. Hellweg, U.S.N. (Ret.) 
Mrs. Gustav Ketterer 
William M. Kingsley 
Mrs. Rowland H. Latham 
Bishop William T. Manning 
Charles S. McVeigh 
Hon. Dave H. Morris 
Prof. William Starr Myers 
Dr. L. S. Rowe 
Rev. Edward S. Schwegler, D.D. 
Howard C. Smith 
Bishop Ernest M. Stires 
Julius F. Stone 
Rabbi Martin M. Weitz 
P. W. Wilson 
Dr. Mary E. Woolley 

Foreign Advisory Committee 

Vice Admiral Jose Guisasola, 
Argentina 

Dr. Eugene Delporte, Belgium 
Captain Radler de Aquino, Brazil 
Lt.-Col. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAJ. Murray Muir, Canada 
Prof. Alberto Cumming, Chile 
R. P. Eugenio V. Rosso, S.S., Chile 
Dr. Ch'ing-Sung Yii, China 
Dr. Eduardo Posada, Colombia 
R. P. Mariano Gutierrez Lanza, S.J., 

Cuba 
Dr. Herbert Blume, Danzig 
Barney N. Morgan, 

Dominican Republic 
Lord Desborough, England 
C. David Stelling, England 
Paul-Louis Nervier, France 
Abraham Frowein, Germany 
Athanase Politis, Greece 
E. Keith Eason, Ireland 
Amedeo Giannini, Italy 
Don Joaquin Gallo, Mexico 
Archbishop Leopoldo Ruiz Y Flores, 

Mexico 
Luis Montero Y Tirado, Peru 
Juan Rivera Reyes, Panama 
R. P. Antonio Romani, S.J., Spain 
Raymond Mage, Switzerland 
Dr. M. I. Dereoglu, Turkey 
Edgar J. Anzola, Venezuela 

I was very much interested in reading your note 
on a leap-week calendar on the back of my letter of July 29 
(World Calendar: July 28). 

You will recall that a leap-week calendar, with 
an extra week every five, six or eleven years, was one of 
many plans rejected by the League of Nations in 1931 through 
its Preparatory Committee. Quoting from the League's report: 
HA 'supplementary' week in certain years--proposed by certain 
representatives of religious authorities opposed to a break 
in the continuity of the week—would, in the opinion of the 
Special Committee of Enquiry--and the Preparatory Committee 
acted in conformity with that opinion--he inferior to the ex-
isting calendar and cannot be considered at all.” 

In the perpetual 12-month calendar of equal quar-
ters the year will, for the first time, begin always on the 
first day of the week, Sunday, thereby bringing the seventh-
day Sabbath always on the seventh day of each new year. This 
will continue in sequences of seven in orderly rotation until 
Saturday, December 30th, has been reached. To maintain the 
order, stability and harmony in the calendar, so much needed 
today, as well as to retain astronomical accuracy, The World 
Calendar then inserts that one extra Saturday, the Year-End 
Day, a World Holiday. This plan does not sacrifice the week 
but rather strengthens and reinforces it, because of that 
extra Saturday, the last 24 hours of a 48 hour day, which was 
honored in ancient Hebrew history as a 	le fga dar.  

When, in additi 
symbolically:  speaking, 
mentioned in Revelation 
any divine commandment. 
World Calendar of order, 
serve to cement more clo 

on, one considers the World glidays, 
as the healing leaves of nations 
21: 2, I do not believe we go against 
Rather do I believe that this new 
harmony, balance and stability will 

rely the religious worldo44the cLvil. 

We advocate the retention of the twelve-month calendar, revised and reformed to meet modern requirements 
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I am mailing you, under separate cover, an article by 
Rabbi Weitz and one by P. W. Wilson on zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAthe double coverage 
of a 48-hour day and a leap-week calendar. 

Cordially yours, 

Ca-bbe -

President zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
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A. V. OLSON, PRESIDENT 
	

W. R. BEACH, SECRETARY 
	

FR. BRE NNWALD, TREASURER" zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 
SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DIVISION 

SECRETARIES OF DEPARTMENTS: 

A. V. Olson, Ministerial Association. 
H. F. Brown, Sabbath School and Home Missionary. 
W. R. Beach, Educational and Missionary Volunteer. 
J. Nussbaum, M. D., Medical and Religious Liberty. 

F. Charpiot, Publishing. 

HEADQUARTERS : 17 HoHE WHO. 

BERNE, SWITZERLAND 

TERRITORY: 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain, 

Portugal, Italy, Jugoslavia, Rumania. 
Missions in North, West, and Equatorial Africa; 
Canaries, Azores, Madeira, Cape Verde Islands; 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Reunion, adjacent islands. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

April 4, 1937 

Mr. X. L. Mc Elhany 
Takoma Park 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother: 

Telegrams and cables: "Adventist", Berne. 

Telephone: 34.181 

I have just spent a few days in Rome during which I zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
had many conversations with high officials of the Italian 

Government, as well as with prelates of the Roman Catholic 
Church. In this same mail, I am sending Brother Longacre 

a report of some of these conversations, and, as I suppose 
these documents will also be of interest to you, I am 
herewith sending you a copy of the same. You will like-
wise find inclosed with these few lines a report of a con-
versation I had with the director of the Calendar Reform 

Bureau over in Paris. 

With best wishes and kind regards, I am 

Sincerely yours, zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

IN-ho 



HEADQ17ARTERS : 17 HolIEWEG zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
BE RNE , SWITZE RLAND zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

April 9, 1957 
(dictated April 3) zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

SECRETARIES OF DEPARTMENTS: 
A. V. Olson, Ministerial Assn. Secretary. 

H. F. Brown, gabbath School and Home Miss. 
W. R. Beach, Educational and Miss. Volunteer. 

F. Charpiot, Publishing. 
J. Nussbaum, M. D., Medical. 

Telephone: 34.181 

TERRITORY: 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain, 

Portugal, Italy, Jugoslavia, Rumania. 
Missions in North, West, and Equatorial Africa; 
Canaries, Azores, and Madeira Islands, Madagas- 

car, Mauritius, Reunion, and adjacent islands. 

Telegrams and cables: „Advent", Berne. 

A. V. OLSON, PRESIDENT 
	

W..11,BE ACH, SECRETARY 
	

FR. BRE  NNWALD, TREASURER zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 
SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DIVISION 

Mr. C. S. Long acre 
Takama Park 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brother Longacre: 

While zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAin the train on my way from Paris to Rome, I wrote you a zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA.  

letter which. I mailed in Rome. In this letter I told you how 
utterly Surprised. I was to discover, at lealt in leading Catholic 
circles in France, an atmosphere entirely in favor of the.change of 
the calendar. 

The interview which I had with Father SON, the foremost 
Catholie preacher in France, and other personages, showed me that 
a regular campaign was on foot to j)11.013._abOut the calendar reform. 
The arguments set forth are extremely alluring. The reform would 
make possible a calendar in which holy days would always come on 
the same dates, thus simplifying a great deal the work of the priests. 
Moreover, if the Orthodox Catholid Church accepts the reform, as it 
very likely will, the Roman and Orthodox churches would be brought a 
little closer together, zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAand this step might well lead to an eventual 

union of the two churches. Finally, and this is more serious, the 
Catholics favoring the reform declare that it might cause the whole 
world to observe the same day of rest, and they hope that Sunday will 
be that day. 

Iimmediately consulted some of my influential Catholic friends 
in Paris; and all advised me to go to Rome. They were under the im-

pression that the . state of mind of the Catholic leaders in France was 

not the same as that of the leaders in Rome, and that it would be of 
great interest to know just what opinions ruled in Rome, and to modify 

the if needs be. 

These Catholic friends offered to prepare the way for me inasmuch 
that they would contact influen 1 persons in Rome in the hope that 
they could make it possible for me to interview some of the prelates 
at the Vatican. The result of my visits is contained in the reports 
herewith inclosed. 

The three most important of 	 e visits were thoseI hadih 
gnor PIZZARDO, Professor GIANNINI, and Cardinal. PACFLLI. It 

y was providential that Cardinal Pacelli gave me a hearing. I 



hir.' O. 

now feel. thatin him the calendar reform will nd an insurmoun able 
obstacle and, as you will see by the report, 1 believe the attitude 
of the Italian Government will depend upon that of the Vatican. That 
is what told - Cardinal Pacelli, and he appeared very satisfied. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

I believe, Brother Longacre t hat we must be ve ry active and very 
prudent. Our activity itiust not be limited to one eld either. In-
cidentally 	 hope that before many weeks go by I will be able to tell 
you what will be the attitude of the French Government. But, above 
all, we must be very prudent. The , "REVIEW AND HERALD" should never 
publish one bit' of information including names of officials of the 
League of Nations, for if it should become known that these officials 
are against. the reform they might find themselves in serious trouble. 

Tomorrow 1 will return to Paris, and if I find a letter there 
from you, will answer the same immediately. If I find time, I will 
send an article or two to the "REVIEW" containing that only which can 
be published without danger. 

would give me great pleasuDe to learn through you of your 
in the United States. 

h very kind greetings 

Sincerely your brother 

ac 



A. V. OLSON, PRESIDENT 
	zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAs'rEN RASMITSSEN, SECRETARY 	 FR. BRENNWALD, zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBATREASURER zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS 
SOUTHERN EUROPEAN DIVISION 

SECRETARIES OF DEPARTMENTS: 
A. V. Olson, Ministerial Assn. Secretary. 

D. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAN. Wall, Field Secretary, Sabbath School and 

Home Miss. 
Steen Rasmussen, Educational and Miss. Volunteer. 

F. Charpiot, Publishing and Associate Home. Miss. 
J. Nussbaum, M. D., Medical. 

Telephone 34.181 

HEADQUARTERS : 17 HoliEWEG 

BERNE, SWITZERLAND 

April 4, 1937 

TERRITORY: 
Switzerland, France, Belgium, Luxembourg, Spain, 

Portugal, Italy, Jugoslavia, Rumania. 

Missions in North, West, and Equatorial Africa; Canaries 

Azores, and Madeira Islands, Madagascar, 
Mauritius and adjacent islands. 

Telegrams and cables : "Advent", Berne. 
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12- - ; l et t e4-  
D. Florea 	 ll- 10,,cm2 
tit.- Ghenadie Petreecu 116 

Bucharest IV, Rumania 

Dear Brother: 

11.1k) LL 

The Religious Liberty Department of the General Conference - has just sent 
me a few copies of the "CGTiT:33IONAL RECOR7r containing the speech of the 
Bbliorable SCL BLGOil against calendar reform. In this speech there are a number 
of interesting. arguments that it is well to be acqurtinted with in order t© 
carry on a discussion. regarding this matter. It has therefore been decided to 
eend-a• copy of this speech to each union president. 

The Calendar issue was brought to the front again in tannery through a 
speech made at tlie_League of Nations by the Chilean delegate Without having 
submitted the matter to the attention and discussion of any special commission, 
the League of Nations decided to send out a questionnaire to the Governments 
of all countries, whether or not members of the League. The letter inclosed 
with this questionnaire informs the Govern=nts that. the calendar question 
could eventually be - studied by an assembly of diplomats. If the majority 
favors the reform, the.old calendar will be abolished from 1955 on. 

Our workers and me hers must be informedof the step that is to be taken 
by the League of Nations. Furthermore our - workers and members should furnish 
the Religious Liberty Department of the General Conference with whatever in-
formation that may Come to them regarding the activities of the calendar re-
form promoters. (Iccording to the wish of the General Conference, our workers 
and people here in the Southern European Division should send such information 
to the Division President or to the Religious Liberty Department 5ecretary.) 

I heve had some valuable talks with some persons in high standing in both 
Paris and Rome, but especially in Rome. The Italian Government does not *eem 
to be in favor of chan3;ine the calendar, and it is not likely that the League 
of Nation;' project will be accepted by zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAMr. Mussolini. It was harder for me 
to discover whet attitude the Vatican entertained regarding the proposed 
caleddar reform; however, after having talked matters over with a number of 
prelates of the Roman Catholic Church, it was my opinion that the Vatican 
would seriously oppose the reform. It was my privilege to speak at length 
with the Secretary of State of the Vatican, Mgr. Cardinal PACELLI, and I was 
able to set forth before him all the reasons for which the Catholic Church 
should reject the reform. 

I ask you to join us in praying that all this agitation created by the 
Enemy may turn to his confusion, and become for us a source of blessing. 

Very cordially yours in the Master's service, 

I NzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA-ho 
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an astronomer, zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

BERVIER 
	zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

HERVIM  

Inierview with Mr. HERVIER,  
Chief Editor of the "Intransigeant", 

Director of the Bureau of Calendar Reform. 
Paris, 5, rue Bernouille, 

11:30 IX., Friday, March 19, 1937. 

UPon ntering the anteroom, I notice a great many 	 g ente ops containing 

pretty voluminous documents, r ady to be mailed. 

Impression of great activity. 

Nr. HERVIER greets me very cordially. I ask him a number of questions as 

to the chhncea the reform stands of being accepted. He replies with conviction: 

Never have we been so near succeeding. Never has the League of Nations put 

forth such an effort to that end. Since the beginning of Tanuary we are conscious 

of a possibility of winning out." The thirteen-month calendar is losing favor. 

The zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBASwiss Committee and the Belgian Committee oppose having thirteen-months. 

The Swiss Committee is very active. The Belgian Committee has not been very 

active, and therefore Mr. HERVIER went to Brussels o attempt to give it new 

life. The chairman of the Belgian Committee Mr STROPAN, director of the Brussels 

Observatory has died, and the committee.is without a chairman. Mr. DELPORTE ,  

the present director of the Observatory, will probably be chosen as future eha 

man. Be favors the reform., and has given three lectures on this subject. 

"The astronomers, says Mr. NERVIER, are rot opposed to the reform 

Miss ACHELIS will zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAcome to Paris in Nhy or Tune. Mr. NERVIER promises me 

an interview with her. He will advise me of her arrival. 

M1NEUR Is interested in the question. He has 

writ e some articles in f avor of the reform, but the Government i s doing nothing. 

ed to be a committee, and a report was drawn up by Mr. BERTAU. 

However, this report was neutral and the committee was dissolved. 



However, them 

he died. 

Th 

as in Greece a bishop named IGENITIS who favored the reform, but 

Mohammedans and the Buddhists have not been consul ed. 

BERVIER zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAas 

GC T is fully acquainted , with the question. Be intends to present 

a bill to the Senate. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Mr. TOUHAUX, secretary-general of - he workerst syndicates, .s in favor of 

the zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAreform. 

In the course of the discussion, Mr. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

of the week that imperils the refo rm.  

The Catholics have not made knoa.their opinion. Among those near the Pope, 

there are ame who favor the reform. 

The book of Abbe GROVE BERTRAND 

of Nevers. Miss ACHEIIS and Mr. HERVIER have done therutmost topooethe 

culation of this book. Copies of it have been sent to many newspapers. The 

League of Nations has been surprised by the number of articles that it has in-

spired. 

Mr. HERVIER has sought out the opinion of professors and of Chambers o 

Commerce. He gathered most interesting results. Motions favoring the reforms were 

voted, but the French Government did not endorse them. 

Will the reform be applied in 1939? The general public is not aware of the 

situation, but since the beginning of 1931 great headway has beenmade. The plan 

is to rush things through, to act a little dictatorially, and onee the reform has 

been ace pted by the Governments, nobody will protest. Above all, there must be 

no investigations and no commissions must be appointed. 

In re ponse toa question of mine, Mr. HERTER tells me that the Greek 

Catholics and the Mohammedans will probably be seriously annoyed by the eform. 

agrees that it s the breaking up 

as published by permission of the bishop 

It seems that only religious feelings oppose the reform. Were it not fo 

them, everybody ve uld agree to the reform. The religious beliefs constitute he 

greatest obstacle et to the re 



GABRI IT-LAGRANGE 

Interview with Father 
GARRIGOU-IAGRANGE  

Rome, Easter Time, 1937 

This interview_ took place in a convent on the Ianiculan Hill. 

am introduced to the Reverend Father by the Mother Superior of 

the convent, andiafter a few preliminary remarks, I bring up the 

calendar question. 

Father GARRIGOU-IAGRANGE is a well known theologian. In fact, 

- he is one of the greatest Catholic theologians in Rome. Twice a 

ar he comesto the convent to give a Bible study. This time he 

sppke about the epistle of Saint Paul to the Romans. I thought I 

would do well to present the Biblical side of the calendar reform 

irst of all. To my great surprise, Father GARRIGOU-LAGRANGE, 

who however is very pious, does t s eezn to be concerned in the 

least over my arguments, and he tells me that nothing in the dogmas 

f the Chruch opposes a change in the calendar. In spite of all my 

efforts to make him understand that the weekly cycle zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA. must not be 

touched, he maintains his first position and declares that the 

matter is of no importance whatsoever. Nevertheless our conversa-

tion seems to
- interest him very much, and he advise me to go and 

see some exegetes, who alone-could expre s a'helpful opinion. He 

lea es me advising me to write zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAa book on the question. 

******4*** 



the Institute 

LYONNET  1- 	 LYONNET 

Interview with Father LYONNET zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
at the Biblical Institute. 
Rome, Easter Time,  1937. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

.= 	 = 	 

Father LYONNET expected me at five P.1L," and he gives me a hearty wel-

come. He knew what would be the subject of our interview, and he places 

himself at my disposal. 

I explain the whole talehdarquestion and he listens very attentively. 

He entirely shares my viewpoint. This highly pleases me, for Father LYONNET.  

.is an exegete. He takes me through the Biblical Institute. "The purpose of 

ells zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAme, is to form professors of the Holy. Writings. It 

was founded by PIUS X, who was a very religious pope. PIUS X wished to thus 

confound the modernistic movement." Father LYONNET greatly love the Bible 

and tells me that it is perhaps to the Tansenist movement that we .owe the 

scorn into which the Word - of God fell. In the past, Catholic preachers have 

not used the Bible as much as they now do. However, there were exceptio s, 

and. BOSSUET frequently quoted the Holy Scriptures. 

The .greatest exegete of today is Father LAGRANGE, who musty not be 

confusedw with Father GARRIGOU-LAGRANGE, who i a theologian. Beth fathers 

are Damini ans. Fathar.GARRIGOU-LAGRANGE is a professor at the International 

Theological Institute of Rome, other rise called the "Angelic 	andcwhich 

is supery s d by Dominicans. Father LAGRANGE, the exegete, 	 the founder of 

the pres t movement in favor of the Bible. Until the age of eighty years 

old, he taught at Jerusalem. For health reasons, he is now in France. He 

founded the "Revue Biblique" (Biblical Review) published in. France but edited 

at Jerusalem. He there taught Bible, and especially the New Testament. In 

Jerusalem he did the same as is done here in the Roman Biblie. al Institu 

At present he is at Saint-Itaximin. Racently he published in the "Revue Bi 
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blique" an article by PIERRE MAURIAC on the life of Christ, and this author 

took this into account for his second edition. Father LYON/ET talks a lot 

to me about Father LEBRETON, editor of the "Etudes", 15, rue Monsieur ;  Ftris. 

This exegete deals especially with the New Testament. Ee teaches Christian 

Origins. 

	

We return 	 the library, and Father LYONNET shows me a limber of works 

that I would read with interest. We discuss a few Bible texts,.and I am 

astonished at his profound knowledge of'the Hebrew texts. We come back to 

the quest..on of calendar reform. He manifests real indignation against the 

promoters. of the reform. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAAV interview with him has lasted exactly two hours 

	

and forty-five 	 utes. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

***zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA*# *#  414 * 

 



Rector of Bib. Inst.  Rector of Bib. Inst.  

Interview with the Rector of the 
Biblical Institute. 

Rome, Easter Time,  1937. .  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
	zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA~ ~ = = = = = = = = zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA= 	  

Father LYONNET introduces me to the Rector of the 

Biblical Institute. This exegete disappoints me. Be 

sees o difficulty in accepting the calendar reform. 

The thing that saddens me still more, is that Father 

LYONNET takes sides with his chief. In spite Of all 

my efforts ,  I do not succeed in bringing him to admit 

the sacred character: of the week. He feels that the 

Church has the necessary power to maim this change. 

* 4* * * * * *  
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Interview w th Father STEIN 
Vatican Astronomer. 

RomezyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA3  Easter Time,  1937 zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA. 	 . 

The 'day before the Mo her Superior of the Zaniculan.Bill Conven whom 

I see every afternoon, secured an appointment for me with Father STEIN, 

astronomer of the Vatican. He receives me in the Pope's palace with quite a 

bit of asto 

coming to s 

object of zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAmy v 

Be had understood that the Mother Superior herself was 

and therefo e was surprised to see me. I tell him the 

t. We converse for a few minutes in the anteroom, then 

go into an office room. Finally, as he is visibly interested in my account 

of the calendar question, he takes zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAme i n to his private study. 

He tells me that the question was studied•  by his predecessor, Father 

HAGEN. This an was in favor of the reform, but when an international 

commission was about to be appointed, Cardinal MAFFI gave him orders not to 

accept the presidency of the commission. Then Father GIANFRANCESCHI was won 

to the cause of calendar reform by Miss ACHELIS, and the two waited to send 

out letters to all the bishops throughout the world. The Vatican opposed 

this plan. Father STEIN is under , the impression that the HOLY FATHER is not 

very favorable to the reform, but this is simply an impression. He speaks to 

MB about the tremendous activity of Miss ACHELIS and goes to the library and 

briggs back the numbers of her pap that strike him as the most interesting. 

Miss ACHELIS is flooding the scientific world with her publications. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

dixector of the 
Path STEIN tells me I would do w 	 to call on the/Capitoline Hill' Royal 

Observatory, Professor GIUSEPPE ARMELLINI who was chairman of the official 

Italian commission that pronounced itself against the reform. A second commission, 

designated later on by the Foreign Ministry, was likewise against the reform. But 

all that occurred before 1931, consequently before the Transit Conference. 



1933 or 1934 and that was against the reform. FortY per cent of rmany 

committee of fourteen was also appointed the members present were Germans. 

Seven were opposed 

to accept any able change. Two of these seven are dead. The fvo re- 

a eSendar-with a blank day zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA,  but declared themselves ready 

UniversttSte Sternwarte, is. Professor PRYS33711.01C -, IZnigsberg i,Pr. This one 

by Nr. A. KOPF, aecretary o the "Kalender Kommisaion der the astronomer 

(A, KOPF, Astronomisches Rechen Institut Berlin A.G. Berlin Dthlemr 

Dahlem.) 

Father STEIN also ea 

favor the reform. Germany seems entire 

of a conversation that :took place between 

October number of the "Journal of Calendar Ref s  

known Germany's feeling toward 

of the reform. This is becau 

3 

Gittingen, Sahli erst asse 43 

erlin-Lichterfelde Weddigenweg 25 

Berne, Astronomisches Institut der Univers 

he told me of an int nat :oval zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA. congress of astronothers that took place 

and eleven of the fourteen members definitely expressed their opinion. Three of 

the eleven professors were opposed to any change whatsoever, 

follows: 

es are as 

DULD, SaltsjObaden, Stockholm Ob ervator um 

p potsdam, Astropbysicali ches Ob ervatorium 

(This Ludendorff is the brother of the 

Berlin-Steglitz ymesstr I 

Castelgondolfo SpeeolaVaticana 

BEN, EbpenhagenObservatorium 

Only .one of the above mentioned eleven was in favor of the 

On Why 24, 1934, the result of the work of this committee was passed on to 

maining are zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

HA 

PE 

S 

published in the 

(page 124), that makes- 

ion to an 

ST zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAIN 



STEIN 

CHIIN, s ere 	 of the "Rat nalCalendar and Doctor FRICK, 

Minister of the Interior for the Reich. 

After our long two-hour conversation, Father STEIN take6 m.e through his 

observatory. He shows me the new quato ial: installed last year and- that cost 

two million liras. It is a magnificent - thing. We go on the gallery, While 

he makes it function electrically. This telescope comes from the Zeiss souse 

at Tana. first one of this kind was installed in the Peking Observatory; 

the second in the Vatican. 

Father STEIN also shows one the library and the extremely. interesting museum 

of Orontes. Then, while showing 
	

he Pope's .  apartments zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA, he'tells me about 

how trying was the period of tension between Wse-AGHEIiff . and the papacy. 

Father STEIN was then afraid the 
	 of whom he is one, would be ex- 

pelted. 



ARMELLINI 	 ARMELLINI  

	

Interview 	 h Professor 	  

	

•  Rome , 	 April 1 	 1937 . 
====m,===========.,====== ,,===== 

I find it hard to make an appointment with Professor 

ARMELLIaI. He agrees to see me because of his friendship 

for Father STEIN. Finally I go to the Observatory on 

the Capitoline Hill, and am fortunate in succeeding, of 

considerable difficulty, in meeting him. He excuses him-

self for not having been able to receive me the day be-

fore. Hut he tells me that his daily program is very 

heavy. Nevertheless, as I must leave the next day, he 

graciously receives me. Be tells me that the astronomers 

would not be troubled by •  the calendar reform, for they 

still follow the Julian Calendar, and do not count by 

weeks, months and years. They just count by days, and to-

day the first of April, is the 2 millonth... Be tells 

me that :Professor GIANNINI, his friend, is the person best 

qualified to inform me of the present attitude of the 

Italian Government toward the calendar reform. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

* * * * * * * *  



of whom he is on 	ould be ex- 

IN -5- zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

  

ERUND ECHLIN, secretary of the "Rational Calendar" and Doctor PUCK, 

Minister of the Interior for the Reich. 

After our long two-hour conversation, Father STEIN takes me hrough his 

observatory. He shows me the new quatorial - installed last year and that cost 

two million liras. It is a magnificent - thing: We go on the gallery, while 

he makes it function electrically. This. telescope- comes from the Zeiss House 

t Iona. T.e first one of this kind was installed in the Peking. Obsery tory 

the second in the Vatican. 

Father STEIN also shows me the library d the 	remely,interesting musei  

of aerc lites. Then, while showing me the Popes-  apartments, he tells e about 

how trying was the period of tension between 	 and the papacy. 

Father STEIN was then afraid the 

polled. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

* * * ** ** ** 



Interview th Pro essor AMELLERI  

• Rome, 	 April 1, 	 1937. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
MWPF.MMEMii 

ind it hard to make an appointment with Professor 

He agrees to see me because of his friendship 

for Father STEIN. Finally I go to the Observatory on 

the Capitoline Hill and am fortunate in succeeding, after 

considerable difficulty, in meeting him. He excuses him-

self for not having been able to receive me the day be- . 

fore. But he tells me that his daily program is very 

heavy. Nevertheless, as I must leave the next day, h 

graciously receives me. He tells me that the astronomers 

would not be troubled by the calendar reform, for they 

still follow the Julian Calendar and do not count by 

weeks, months and years. They just count by days, and to-

day the first of April, is the 2 m llo h... Re tells 

me that-Professor GIANNINI zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA, zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAhis friend, is the person best 

qualified to inform MB of the present attitude of the 

Italian Government toward the calendar reform. 



GIANNINI 	 GILL N1NI  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Interview withFethe.l.:ANIADE0 GIANNINI  
at the Chigi Palace (Ministry of For-
eign Affairs) )  Rome Easter Time, '37. 
============-=-================-==.-- 

I introduce myself by phone to INI in. behalf of Professor  AR- 

MELLINI. I am given an appointment for seven-thirty in the evening at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs.Pirflimisor GIANNINI is chairman of the official 

committee appointed to study the question of calendar reform. This oomiittee 

is made up of representatives of the various professions practiced in Italy. 

FIVigGIANNINI is not at all aware of what is .going on at the League of 

Bations. Be i s very much surprised when I tell him of the questionnaire that 

has been sent out to all the Governments throughout the world. I call his 

attention to the dangers represented by the reform, and during 'a quarter of 

an hour he listens to me with interest. Then I ask him for his opinion, for. 

that of the Italian Government and hat reply will be _given to the Secretary 

of the League of Nations. 

474=GIANNINI tells MB that this questtma is of no importance whatso-

ever in Italy, and that the general state of minds is unfavorable to the re-

form. He says that if the question is really presented again, it will be 

examined by the representatives of the corporations, whom he will call to-

gether upon receival of the qu stionnaireo I tell him about the real feat 

of strength over at Geneva. He asks me: Do you think the time is well 

chosen?" I reply that this question does not interest one person in ten , 

thousand. Re agrees and tells zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAMB that seven or eight years ago be published 

an article on this question in the Political and Economical neview and that 

the reaction was null. "Moreover, Italy, he says, is a Catholic country, see-

ing there are.only 48,000 Jews and 100,000 non-Catholic Christians. Henceforth, 

we are obliged to await the decision of the Church. The bank and the transports 

oppose the reform and they are the two corporations that would profit the ost 

from the proposed calendar. But it is vident that if the neighboring States 
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ept the reform, 	 be obliged to do likewise. Social life would be 

impossible with different calendars. I have thoroughly studied the matter, zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

a4A4uAraxiva and have zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAarrived at the 	 that the -promet4me of the new calendar 

are not greater t i l Ft   tho e of the present calendar."' 

Father GIONINI is an high official in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 

and he is chairman of the State Council section. It is really he who will 

decide the fate of the 'tem.'. in Italy. Wherefore I ask him to permit me 

to keep in touch with him and to come and see him if I return , to Rome. This 

favor he very readily grants me. 

4izyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA* *** # ** * * ** *  



Interview with Cardinal TISSERANT, 
director of the Or _ iental Institute. 

- Rome, Easter time 1937  

is one of the out- 

onfidence of the Holy Father, .who 

From the. beginning of my interview 

Cardinal 

standing 

promoted him o the 

n Rome He enjoys the 

k of cardinal. 

with him,. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAI feel uneasy, f r he is very cold in his attitude towar e, 

ind it extremely difficult to get on ground that seers agreabie to hi . 

question of cal end 
	

fan really does not appe 	 o interest him: 

I spoke of it for a few minutes, and then told h 	 would very much like 

to have his opinion on the subject. He asawered dryly: "I have none. 

I talk about Russia, but that does not interest. him. After other 

unsuccessful attempts to get his interest zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA, 1 fns.11y strike topic of 

conversation that brings him out of'his reee i  

trip to the United States. Ue tells me that-he went 	 e in 1927 and in 

1933 and that his fist visit to America was -areal revelation to him. 

We agree that Americans contrary tc what is said s.nd-believed, ers very 

re ligious and much less materialisRio than is supposed." He tells e that 

would be easy to create a strong move .ent a a3nst the calendar reform 

in the United States. The Americans take a very lively interest in reli 

gious questions. "At WashinF,ton ho says, I saw a church on every street 

corner. Those people are the most religious in the'world. Their religion 

is different than ours, but nevertheless not less real and deep." HIs 

praise of America and her people is seemingly end_e s, and he repeats that 

it is over there that a powerful opposition movement must be reated. 

I tell him about Fran and the . difficulties I . there encounter in try- 

ing to interest Nbnsieur BLUM s socialist goveri ent In this question. 

says to MR: "Of course, the nti-clericals in Franc would welcome the 

I him about my 

change in the c lendar. They would be glad - to upset the week. But re- 



TZSSzyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAE  

  

   

   

mber that Monsieur $I,TM is a X ." I call his attention to the fact 

that though this man is racially a Tow, he is an atheist by conviction. 

He replies: "That is true, but Monsieur BLUM will never want to do 

anything that might sadden his friends, the London bAnke s." The 

Cardinal becomes very communicative. Our conversation has been much 

longer than I had dared hop 	
It seems to me the time has come for e 

to leave. I get up. He accompanies zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAme over o the door, and Cher 

we exchhnge a few ideas concerning methods to employ in trying to get 

the French Government to reject the proposed calendar reform. 



PozyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAns=  	zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
• INO, AN. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

Interview with Monsignor  ONTEUELLE  
in the Holy Father's Sacristy, Vati- 
can City, during the morning of 

Bch 31 1937. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
__== == = 	 == zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

I am introduced to Monsigno 

est cordial y. I 	 i ediately aware that he has been told a 

and the atmosphere is ex ellent. I tell him the object of my vie 

known to him my fears regarding the c 

Church in f 

done in Fran 

of calendar reform. 

this respect he gives me his opinion on the matt . 

about me, 

mak 

: sign being carried On in the Catholic 

I have -: .informed him of what is being 

Hi 

with the viewpo 

which is as sacred a the Ark of God, and is of Biblical origin. He deals at 

opinion is very clear. Be tells 	 at he is entirely in harmony 

I have just expressed. Man ought not to touch the w ek, 

calendar  question. 

Monsigno r  insists very uch on the poetry of li e. Be says that 

length with the question of: the day of rest Be tell me that Sunday is a 

sacred day in that it camme.orates the re u 
	

t .ion of Jesus Christ nd that 

it would be absurd to make any change that wou d break up the weeki cycl 

had very much insisted on the disappearance of the memorial of the Lord's 

resurrection if Sunday were to each year all on a different day. 	
p zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAa 

at length of the holiness of the day of rest. 

During the course of our conversation, we bring up the question.of.Eas 

and holy day in general. I tell him that i Ptris soci ty cir 	 people 

would say: 	 fe would become very 	 fe 	 every > time that I presented the 

the yearly changes in the dates of 	 of these holy days have thei, awn value. 

"If the calendar beco es fixed, s ays he the poetry 
	

I van.i sh. Be lays etr SS 

upon the imponderable things that exert their influence in life. 	 must avoid 

mechanical life. Such a life would have no more beauty, but be al 
	

ey. As 

it is , life has none too many agreable things. 



FO 

A little later, he comes back to the Bib eel theme and says with emphasis: 

"
That which is Biblical must not be touched." He mentions Russia of today and 

the French Revolution. The decades did not last long and a new calendar would 

also be called to disappear. He points out the very great difficulties that 

arose in the time of POPE VICTOR when a r gular'date was set for Easte . Felon- 

signor FONTENEILE declares that these same difficulties would again arise. He 

adds: "If a popular referendum were taken, there would be very few voices in 

favor of changihg the calendar. 

Before-I left Rome, Monsignor FONTENELIE called zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAme over the phone, and we 

had an interesting conversation. He has just written a book about POPE PIUS XI, 

and he wants to present me with a copy of this book containing a special dedi-

cation, He asks me to come and see him again when I return to -Rome. 
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Interview with Mo signor PI ZZARDO.   
Rome, Easter  t i me,   1937 

 

Monsignor P ZZ BDO is one of the most active men at the Vatican, and one of 

the most oustanding. Every day he has.a conference with the POPE and Monsignor 

PACEILI. I have a letter of introduction for hith. I arrive at the Vatican at 

9:30 o'clock. I am told that Nbnsignor PIZZARDO is with the POPE and_ that he 

will not leave the HOLY FATHER's apartments :until about noon._. I tell his 

secretary that I will be back at noon. 

Monsignor PIZZARDO receives ire very cordially: It , is very apparent that he 

has been given. excellent information regarding me, and that he has been asked to 

give me satisfaction. He is a very lively ian, and expresses. himself straight-

forWardly. He talks very much and extremely- fluently. Right at the beginning of 

our conversation 'he invites me to another parlor where we will be more cam-

fortable. From this room on the fifth:floor of the 	 onetas a magnifi- 

cent view of Pome, but we proceed with 0m-conversation - , I put the whole matter 

before him. He seems already very 	 acquainted -  :withit. I had been told 

that he was the man at the Vatican who knew th 
	

t about t, a.n.d this was also 

my impression after all my various inter vie s. 

Monsignor PIZZAREO has noticed that the romoters of the reforms, have in 

view material advantages alone. "It is a strictly commercial question, he tells 

me, that zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAis at stake. It is a matter of selling hats and clothes. In giving 

Easter a fixed date of their choice, t hus will perhaps f are bette r in their 

business." As I insist, he specifies that spiritual things should always over-

rule those that are material. Moreover Easter is associated with a certain 

tradition that st not be overlooked, and that it might be dangerous to even 

touch. 

I bring up the matter of the blan4 day, and I am,und r the impress ion that 

he is more opposed to it than to any change affecting Easter. Be recognizes 
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that nothing in the dogmas of the Church is against a change in the calendar. 

Assigning a fixed date to Easter, and making a calendar with four equal quarters, 

could be accepted by the Church, but for many reasons the Church will very like-

ly finally oppose any such plan. I insist very much on the creation of the week 

as indicated in the second chapter of Genesis, and he admits that the weekly 

cycle is a sacred thing one would do better in leaving alone. He does not have 

the same conviction as Monsignor FONTENELLE, therefore I concentrate all my 

efforts on the Biblical side of the question. 

Then he asks me to permit him to put a question to me, and asks for my 

opinion regarding the sterilization of the race as the Nazis look at it. We 

talk at length about sterilization. He appears delighted when I tell him that 

sterilization is a pitiful method that will never produce interesting results, 

and that the source of the trouble is what should be dealt with. Then I ex- 

plain our health reform, and I tell him that only spiritual, moral and physiologi-

cal education could warrant decisive results. He seems delighted, and before 

we separate he shows zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAme the beautiful rooms on the fifth - floor of the Vatican 

from which one has such a magnificent view over Romp and the country roundabout. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

* * ** * ******* 



PACELLI 

Interview with Cardinal PA  

Secretary of State of the Vatican. 

Rome, 	 April 2, 	 1937. 

Both in Paris d in Rome I had been told: the man to get in touch with 

is Cardinal PACELLI. But that is not an easy thing to do. Only ambassadors, 

ministers plenipotentiary and cardinals are eived by him. The Mother 

Superior of the Xaniculan Bill Convent, who knows Cardinal PACELLI, went 	 ce 

to the Vatican in an effort to obtain a hearing for me but obtained none. zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

She went a third time zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA, and then advised zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAme to talk the matter over seriously 

with Monsignor PIZZARDO. This prelate tells me to present myself Thursday 

morning at Cardinal PACELLI s apartments. Be promises to intervene in my 

favor and to ask the Cardinal to receive me. After some difficulty, 

admitted to the Cardinal's anteroom. But, after waiting there a long 

I learn that Monsignor PACELLI has left the Vatican to go and bid farewell 

to Cardinal BAUDRILLOT. The following day, Friday, I go back to see Monsignor 

PIZZARDO, and I arrive at his place just in- the nick of time, for he is : precisely 

on the point of leaving his office 	 confer with the POPE and Cardinal PACELLI. 

He himself- conducts e to the Cardinal's apartments and tells me to wait. Trio 

hours later he rettr s d tells me he hopes I will not have to 
	

long and 

that he has earnestly entreated the Cardinal to receive me. 

The Cardinal receives first of all the cardinals and ministers pleni-

potentiary. There are four of us in the waiting roo : a count, two nuns, and 

a fourth person-whose name we de not hear. All four, we have waited a long 

time Finally only one of the four is admitted, and by the grace of God and 

of the Cardinal I am that one. MY satisfaction is very great at the thought 

that I am going to be able to present the calendar question to , Cardinal PACEIII 

himself. 



PACELLI PACELLI 

He receives one very cordially but says little. He listens very much. 

I talk to him first of two friends we have in common, and then I enter upon 

the subject of calendar reform. "I have wanted to see you, I tell him, to 

call your attention to what zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAis now going on in the League of Netions. 

Without omitting a detail, give him the entire history of the case at 

urprised by the religious attention with which he zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

y looks as though he were being informed of things 

he knew not of.- 	 I insist on the grave consequences that would follow the 

victtbry of materialism over spiritual things, and before bringing my dis-

course to a close, I make bold and tell hit just what I think should be - the 

attitude of the Church in this matter. "Your Eminence, I add, if the Church 

does nothing, the reform will probably be accepted by the majority of the 

Governments, and once the vote has been taken, it will be very difficult to 

turn back, for in'the r pride the Governments will not want to recognize 

that they have made a mistake." To this the Cardinal replies: "les, it will 

be very difficult. 

I also tell him that if the Church does nothing except to not zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAaccept a 

reform that has been voted for without her participttion -which is very 

likely-, there will then be two calendars, and consequently an extremely 

complicated situation. Complaints will arise from all parts, I tell him and 

the Church will - be accused for not having raised her voice at the opportune 

moment. The Cardinal asks me some questions. I answer each of them clearly. 

He declares in a most cordial manner; "I em :very grateful to you, Doctor, 

for having given me all this information." Then he asks me: "But what is 

their real reason fo wanting a change in the calendar?" I give him the 

reasons I know of, and I make use of this opportunity to tell him about Mies 

ACHELIS who ha already come to the Vatican and won to her cause Father 

GIANFRANCESCHI. She wa s not received by bishops or cardinals, but she won 
father 

to her point of view a very influential .  priest. I tell him hiss ACHELIS is 
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a mystic for whom the calendar question has become a real religion- I warn him 

of her visit to Europe during the latter part of April and the beginning of May. 

She will came to Paris, will go to Geneva, and perhaps also to Rcae. A faint 

but very significant smile passes over the Cardin l's face, and I receive the 

impression that in Rome' Miss ACHELIS 11 find the Vatican door closed. Again 

the Cardinal-Secretary of State says with convictions 
	

tor, I am very grat 

ful •  to you for the information that you have given 

I decide the interview has lasted long enough and that the Cardinal must not 

be longer tired. I rise. Be accompanies me to the door and then' stands still. 

We look at each other and I ask him to allow me to give him a little advice. I 

tell him that he should take care of'his health and not overwork. Be replies 

that his life is in the hands of God, that he leaves it with Brim to number his 

days, but that he will not bother about his health. I tell him that I disagree 

with him attitude, and our conversation continues a little longer. The atmos-

phere becomes most cordial. The Cardinal gives me a warm handshake and invites 

me to come and see him again later if I pass through Rome. 

The interview is finished, and I have just half an hour in. which to catch 

my train and leave for Berne. 
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R 	 MEMORIA 

The Holy Seets attitude toward the question of calendar reform is .clearly defined. 

in the following note sent on March 7, 1924 by Monsignor Maglione the Papal 

Nuncio at Bern to His Excellency Sir E. Drummond, Secretary-General of the 

League of Nations . 

Berne, 	 h`/ 1924. 

cellency, 

"Through its letter of nine 27, 1923, the "Consultative and technical CommiSsiOn 

"on CoMmunications and Transit' of the League of NationS expresSed the,d0 

"sire that the Holy See appoint a competent person who would be ableto' 

"take part in the meeting that would be held at. Geneva . , Oring the.month of 

"August of the same year, for the purpose of studying, from a purely.techni-- 

"cal -  standpoint, the question of calendar reform. 

"In . response to this courteous invitation, the Holy See asked the Rever 

"Father Gianfranceschi to attend the meting, but with the under 'banding_ 

"(explicitly formulated by myself on Zuly 23, 1923 to the zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA. Secretary of the 

"said Commission) that the charge entrusted to rather Gianfran esphi would 

"not bind the Holy zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBASee in any way as to the decisions made. 

"On the 2nd of last November, the office of the Secretary-general made known to 

"me the resolutions adopted by the said consultative and technical_Commiss on 

"regarding the subject of calendar reform, resolutions that were, approved 

"by the Assembly of the League of Nations in its last session. 

"I hastened to give an exact account of all these things to Hi s Excellency, the 
•- 	 , 

"Cardinal-Secretary of State of Els Holiness who has asked  me to mike the 

"following statement to your Excellency: 
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"The Holy See notes with pleasure that the League of Nations has explicitly recognized -

"that the question of calendar -reform, especially wherein it touches the matter 

"of fiking7the date of Easter, is eminently of a religious order, and that 

"eventual. modifications it this matter although not arousing, any dogmatic 

"difficulty, would nevertheless cause the abandoning of strongly established 

"traditions, which it would be neither legitimate nor acceptable to dispense 

"with, except for most serious reasons of universal interest. 

"But the Holy See sees no sufficient reason for modifying that which constitutes, 

"the constant custom of the Church, in the, setting of ecelesiastical-holy days, - 

"a custam_handed . down by a venerable tradition, and sanctioned since olden 

"times by the Councils Consequently, if it were demonstrated that thegeneral, 

"welfare demanded some.change in these traditions, the Holy See would not want 

"to examine the question without first receiving the authorization of an 

"Oecumenical Council. 

gladly make use 	this opportunity to renew to Your Excellency the assurance of 

"my highest esteem.. 

(Signed} "Luigi Maglione 

"Archbishop of Cesarea 

"Papal Nuncio". zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

* * * * * * * * *  	* * * *  zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA

As the above note explicitly states, an eventual modification affeCting the'datp 

of Easter would not arouse , in itself, any ' , 	of a dogMatic order, 

but it seems very evident that such a change would-be neither justifiable 

nor acceptable. In fact, although not affecting the holy dogmatical patrimony 

of the Catholic Church, such a change would affeCt, and in the most acute way, 

a venerable zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAtradition that comes doWn from the origin 'of Christianity, and 

that is connected with the celebration of the central and fundamental dogma 

of the Religion, namely that of the Resur ction of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Nbt only does the tradition determing the celebration of Easter come down from the 
ies 

origins of Christianity; but, at the close of the first century, the Roman 

Pontiffs-manifested great vigilance and fermness in preserving the same. 

Thus, near the middle of the 2nd century, Pope Anicetus urged the Martyr St Poly- 

carp, Bishop of Smyrna, to see that Asia Minor follow the custom of Rome in 

the celebration of Easter; and, when at the end of the same century new de-

viations from the Roman usage manifested themselves, Pope St Victor proposed 

the convocation of an apostolic Synod in view of enforcing the observation of 

the Roman usage. All the churches complied with the pontifical intimidation, 

except the bishops of the province of Ephesus; these the pope threatened to 

excommunicate if they persisted to follow their own tradition; and only through 

the intercession of the martyr St Irenaeus was this threat not carried out. 

The obligation of conforming to the tradition of the Roman Church in the matter of 

observing Easter was also inculcated by the Synod of Arles in 314. 

Finally, the famous universal Council of Nicaea in 323 declared that uniformity 

in the celebration of Easter must be the sign of the uniformity of faith, and 

that Eaeter should be on the first Sunday following the vernal equinox. 

The effort of the Church to preserve its tradition, henceforth universal, did not end 

here. Am the date of the equinox varied from year to year, due to astronomical 

laws well known today, and as the Fothers of Nicaea had set March 21 as the 

date of the equinox, the Church applied itself to reforming the calendar so 

as to cause the above-uentioned date to coincide with the vernal equinoxe, 

so that Easter might in the future always be in harmony with the ancient tra-

dition. 

The Universal Councils of Constance in 1414, of Basel in 1439, and of Lateran (Vth) 

in 1514 studied this question. Finally the Council of Trent reached a decision 

which is contained in the "Inter Wavissimas" Bull of Pope Gregory XIII. 

In this document the Pontiff sets down the rules to be followed in the future so 

that Easter might always be celebrated "iuxta Sanctorum Patrum, ac veterum 
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Romanorum Pontificum, praesertim Pii et Victoris primorum, necnon magni illius 

Oecumenici Concilii Nicaeni, et aliorum sanctiones". 

The rules established in the said Bull constitute the actual calendar, justly called 

Gregorian. 

These brief statements establish sufficiently the great importance that the Catholic 

Church has always attached, during the centuries, to the actual date on which 

star should be celebrated, as well as the solemnity with which the same was 

established; and they also demonstrate the tenacity with which the Roman Church 

has held to and spread (and still spreads) its own tradition. 

Regarding this point it is not superfluous to note that the dissenting Oriental 

Church continually accuses, but how wrongfully, the Roman Church of not safe-

guarding the faith of the first four Councils (among which that of Nicaea is of 

primordial' Importance); and it may also be here noted that the Oriental Church 

has systematically refused to adhere to the Gregorian reform, precisely so as zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA
• 

not to swerve, even materially, from all that was decided concerning Easter, as 

has been seen, by the Council of Nicaea. 

The change in question would furnish a new pretext for still more bitter recrimina- - 

tions, and would widen the breach now existing in the Christian world. 

Moreover, it is recognized that more important than this or that date, and in every 

respect, is the special character of the Calendar for all civilized people, and 

it would seem inopportune to modify the existing Gregorian Calendar that 

constantly meets with the approval of science. 

An eventual civil law attempting to change the date of Easter would provoke a protest 

on the part of the Holy See, and the said law could but result in the intrpduction 

of a new Easter different from that observed either by the Oriental or by the 

Roman Catholic church: it is needless to say of what advantage to peace, unity 

and civilization this would be." 


