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voncerning The Seventy Tiebdomads--bJ tle Venerable Bede 

The seventh form of the week is that which the prophet Daniel uses, indeed, 
representing the i."'ldividua.l weeks 't,y the use of the principle for sev~n years 
each, but by a new plan which shortens tho years themselves, in fact determin
in~ the singl e y~qxs by twelve months of the moon. But not adding the indi· 
vidual embolismic months, by the ancient principle for a third or second year , 
which are accustomed to increase by an annual eleven days of the epacts, but 
by making the addition us soon as they arrive at the tVIelf'th number, inserting 
equally for the whole y~ar. .uut he [Daniel] does not present this knowledge 
in envy of the seekers for truth, but by the custom of proplecy i~ ~x~~isinv 
the genius itself of those seekin~: preferring at least that the pearls hid
den by men be sought ou.i~ in fraitful labor, than in abundance to be trodden 
under foot by swine in loathln6 contempt. But that these things mey shine out 
more openly, let us look at the v1ords thernsleves of· the angel to the prophet : 

Seventy weeks, he says, ro'e shortened upon thy peopl e, and upon thy holy 
city, that transgression m~ be finished, and make an end of sins , and that in
iquity be destroyed, and everlasting justice be brought in, and the vision and 
prophe~ be fulfilled, and the holy of holies be ~~ointed . There is no doubt 
but that these words signify the incarnat.:.on of Christ, who bore the sins of 
tl1e worid-;-tul'i'ilJ:6cr ale""la.w and the prophets, was anointed with the oil of 

0 lcdness before His fell~vs, and that the seventy distinct weeks, bj· seven 
y_ea"!'s each, impl~ 4.90 years. But it must "be noted that these simle .. ,A~k .. are 
not simpl y the well known or comput d weeks, for he asserts shortened : indeed, 
occultly warning the rElader that he may know that years customarily sl orter 
ere indicated . Know therefore , he says, anu understand, that from the going 
forth of the discou,rse [that is, the prophecy] in order that ,J•e:rusalem may be 
built ag;ai:n, there shall be even up to Christ the Prince seven \';eeks and sixty
two weeks, and the street and walls shall be built again in a time of distr ess . 

From Ezra' s narrative we have learned that when Nehemiah wns cupbearer of 
the king Arta.xenes in the twentieth year of his reign in the month Nisan, he 
sought from him that the walls of Jorusal em be restored, the temple having 
been constructed long before by the perniss · on of Cyrus: also that he [ Tehemi
flb] hac accomplished the work itsl ef in a tilne of distress, having been opposed 
by the neighboring nations to the e:xtont that the indivldnal builders are said 
to have fought with one hand , girded with a sword on their l oins, and to have 
built the wall with the other. Fro!ll this ti'll'' therefore even to Christ the 
Prince, sevent;> weeks arc compute \.t that is, 490 years of twelve lunar months 
each, which are 475 sol3l' years. l :'his, of course is a...'l'l error. G.A.] But if 
in1eed fron the afore-mentionsd 20th year of king Arta."'rerxes even to the dea-th 
of Dnril..o.s, +}i.e Persians :ruled lF years; an':! !'rom thence even to the death of 
Cleopatra, the :r'!a.oedonians, ~ro ~·en.rs; and then. the Romans even to the 17th of 
Tiberius Ce.esar held the empire for 59 yearGj these are s.ll one and the same, 
o.s we have so.id, .c175 yenrs. And they are comprised by 25 19-year cycles, for 
20 c:,rcles and 5 cycles make 475 years. And since seven embolisms incre'l.se 
each one of the cycles, multiply 25 by 7 and get 175, which nre the embolismic 
months of the 475 years. If therefore ;)'OU wish to know how mruw lunar years 
they can make, divide 175 by.l2, equals 12 times 10 and 12 times 4, or 168. 
They tbere.fore make 14 lunar years and 7 months remain; add these to t:h~ 475 
written above, o.nd they ms.ke at the some time 489 years : even add the extra 
7 months ~d you arrive at a part of the 18th year- of the emperor Tiberius, in 
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· ~enerable Bede - 2 

w~ ich th2 Lord suffered, and you find ·chat from the appointed ti.'!le even to 
Hu pass~on were sevent-.;T shortened weeks, that 490 lunru- ye!U's ( ?]. But to 
Eis baptism, when the holy of holies was anointed, the holy spirit descending 
upon Him as a dove, not only were the 7 weeks and 62 \veeks completed, but 
even the ..2art of the seventieth week was begun. -

And after the 62 weeks, hG says, Christ is slain, O..'l'ld the people shall not 
be His that will deny lill;:;. Not L'!lmediately fter the 62 weel~s, but in the 
P.nd of the ceventieth week Ch-rist is killed, ;hich even, as we can conJecture, 
Ee separated !'rom lthe resl, s'i:~1ce :re-wourd in rnruzy ways be related to it . :,or 
Christ was both crucified in that ~:~ek, and was denied by a per:'ldious people 
not onlYJluri.ii'gtne pasHon7~t COrrtinuously froruthe t:l.r.Jo in ;Vhioh "!ie Degan' 
to be forebofd oy J'ohil. But this fOllows: And both the city and the sanctU
ary tho people w~n-restroy with the coming of the Prince, and the end of it 
will be with devo.station, and after the end of the war, desolation is appoint
ed: ~hi~oes not pert~in to the seventy weeks, for the prophecy we.s that the 
weeks tnem:Jelves should reacli even up to bne leadership of Christ, but the 
Scripture shows by t!1e predicted advent even of t} e passion itself what also 
would happen after this to the peo:_:>le who were un\· i 1.ling to receive Him. For 
it calls Titus the leader to come, who, in the fortieth year of the Lord's 
passion, with the Raman people, thus destroyed both the city and the sanctu
ary tha.t not a stone above a stone remained. But these things having been 
taotod th1·ough anticipation, ~Len the prophec~ returns to the explanation of 
the event of the week which it ;.ad laid aside. For the seventieth week con
finns the covener.t with maey. That is, in the l::tst week itsel..:', in which 
either Jonn th'l lrnpti?,:; , or the Lord and the Apostles, converted many to the 
faith~ pre~cning. And in-tne middle 0 tne=week-:the s"in-offerin~; and tlie 
sao rice cease:"' • The mJ.utlleo!' :Clie week was the llrth year ·or Ti'Oer:i.us Caesar , 
wnent!"rom t~Otjinnino of the baptism o: Chl·iGt' the purific !ltion of t1;e 

... -Sfl.O~ifices began little 'b-.f little bo be of little value to the fa:i:th:!'u:!.. 

• Li.kev lse this follows: An" :.n the temple will be the abo:r.tina.cion of deso-
lation, and ev~m to the c•.:>r.summation ~ .l nd desolation will persist: fate 
looks beck to the succeeding times to tl c. truth of which prophecy both ·the 
history of the ancionts and of our times testifies todey. So, ley-ing down the 
whole testimony of the prophet, we have explained such as our power is in 
store: since wo have l..'llown th:tt t}1is is i~;nored by m:my readers, end demands 
a special kind of week. For they are mistaken who think that the Hebrews used 
such years, for otherwise the whole series of the ancient instrument [the 
prophecy] totters, and no such age as was written ought to be understood, ex
cept to be restricted according to the course of the moon. For indeed we 
have read that the ancient Greeks, computing the yeer by 354 days, according 
to the course of the moon, intercalate· in like manner in the eighth year the 
ninety clays which arise, if a fourth part be added eight times with the 
eleven days of the epacts, in f~ct, that they were distributed into three 
months of thirty days e aoh. But that the Jews are never accustomed to insert 
the thirteenth month of the moon, •1hich we call embolismic, except in the sec
ond or third year, just as the best lmown computation of the fourteenth of 
the paschal moon ohows opanl~· But certainly it must be L"'!lown that Afri-
c anus thinks that the course of the seventy week:; was co.r.Jpleted, '-:hich we have 
deduced according to t~e Chronicle of Eusebius, to the 17th or 18th year of 
T~berius, in which we believe that the lor:l suffered; but he, commenci.ng from 
the same bebinning as we, to the 15th year of t1 e same Imperator, in which he 
believes that He died, Wld placing the years of tho Persian kingdom at 115; 
of the Hacedonians at 300; and of the Romans at 60. But the diligent reader 
may choose what he has thought is the better to be followed . Venerabilis 
Bedae, Opera ~uae SuEersunt, Vol.VI, oh . IX . Ed. Giles. London, 1843& 
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