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Chronological Out~: The 19th Nebuohadnezzar--585 B.C., Bab,ylonian time-
is anchored between two authenticated lunar eclipses: (1) 7th Camb,yses, 523 B.c., 
July 16; and (2) 6th Nabopolassar, 621 B.c., April 22. (cr. Claudius Ptolemy, 
"Mathematical Syntaxis," Book 5, PP• 340, 341. Tr. Halma. Paris, 1813.) In the 
year 585 B.c . , on the lOth of Ab, the first temple was burned (Jer. 52sl2). It 
was the 11th year of Zedekiah, who was the 8th Judean king from Hezekiah. The in
terval of regnal years is as follows: 

Hezekiah 
Manasseh 
Amon 
Josiah 

Jehoahaz 
Jehoiakim 

Jehoiaohin -
Zedekiah 

29 years 
55 " 

2 II 

31 II 

11 II 

11 II 

139 years 

(3 months) 

(3 months) 

The two short reigns of Jehoahaz and Jehoiaohin belong to the Jewish accession 
years, and hence do not add to the interval. Therefore the first year of Hezekiah 
is found b,y adding 139 years to 585 B.C. The result is 724 B.C. 

In the first year of Hezekiah's reign, in the first month, the Chronicler re
cords, the temple was repaired (2 Chron. 29s3). The Hebrew text here is precise in 
meaning, putting the adjective first in the feminine ge~der, to modify the feminine 
noun year, and the second adjective first, in the masculine gender, to agree with 
the masculine noun month. The expression "first year" is used only twioe in the He
brew Bible--Jer. 25sl, referring to the first year of Nebuohadnezzar, and the text 
here cited in 2 Chron. 29s3, referring to the first year of Hezekiah. In both in
stances, the ordinal first is in the feminine gender. ~The Bible narrative also 
states that Hezekiah' s reform was "done suddenly," and" evidently began as soon as 
the king was established in his kingdom. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



----------------------------------------------------------- ' 
Synchronism V -- 2 

Ni!_.an Tr~:l'U].~Uon_~e.t!.~d in_ Fir~t Y~a_.ut li~!.,Mt The aocomp~ing series 

of moon dates pertains to the first month of Hezekiah's first year. The moon's 

phases for this year are computed from Schram's Tables-- of. Appendix, Part II, Ta-

ble "e". 
First Year ot Hezekiah 

(724 B.C . ) 
1 Niaan 
Full Moon 
Conjunotion 
Waxi~ Period 
Tr. Period 

= April 9, Thursd~ 
= April 21 .13, J.C.T . 
= April 6.73, " Monday 
= 14.10 d~s (21.13 _ 6. 73) 
= Apri l 22, Wednesd~ 

The followi~ diagram illustrates the Translation Periods 

Figure 20 

________________ r\..,;.1_;..4~.4_o_d;.;.:a.;&~.;:Ji ________ _ 
724 B .c ~---------- --------
Conjunotion -F~) 

M/Tu. W 
.7 7 8 

9 

••• 
I Service in 
I 

the Temple----------------- .J the Temple 

ASTRONOMICAL ARGUMENT: The position of the conjunotion in 724 B.C. is such 
that the only possible length for the Tr. Period is either 1.03, 2 . 03, or 
3. 03 d~s. It oannot be more or less, nor can it be ~ interveni~ fig
ure. The Waxing Period of 14.40 d~s points at onoe to 2. 05 d~s as the cor
responding translation interval. For, if it were 3.03 days , the Waxing Per
iod would have to be at least 15 d~e l ong, while a Translation Period of 
1.03 d~s would qemand around 14 days only. (cr. Table Q.) Henoe 1 Nisan 
must have ooinoided with Thursday, April 9, and 17 Nisan, with Sabbath, April 
25 . 

The Bible narrative is also conolusive that Hezekiah's temple service took place 

on the Sabbath, as indicated by (1) the number of animals in the burnt-offering, and 

(2) the blowing of tho trumpets throughout the burnt sacrifioe . 

BIBtg ARGUMENT: (1) The specinl burnt- offering for the d~ was one "for all 
Isr ael" (verse 24) . It was about seven times larger than usual (Num . 28sl- 8) . 
Ordinar ily , on the Sabbath, a double burnt-offering was sacrificed, besides 
the regular continual, making six lambs in all for the dey. Ezekiel suggests 
"six lambs" and "a ram" for the Sabbath (Ezek . 46a4). Consequently , Hezekiah'• 
burnt-offering of seven rams and seven hmbs was sufficiently large enough to 
i1entity the Sabbath servioe. The sin-offering of seven he goats was also 
similarly l'lrge. 
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Synchronism V -- 3 

(2) Another feature identifying Hezekiah's temple service with the Sabbath 
d~ was th& blowing of the trumpets throughout the burnt-offering, as command
ed by Hoses. This was done on the "day of your gladness", or Sabbath, feasts, 
and new moons. (Cf. Num. lOtlO.) But on this occasion, it was neither new 
moon nor feast. Therefore, it must have been the Sabbath. 

Thus we have the s.ynohronism. between the calendar demands and the Bible narra-

tive in the first year of Hezekiah, 724 B.c. 
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