
pre s a s method or calculating 
the papyrus dates. independent of the 1 Thoth table for the 
Nabone.ssar era. Aside from Papyrus "E, 11 resulting ~gypt1an 
and Aramaio dates each differ by one day. In order for a. ~ero 
difference to ooour, eith9r the Nabona.asar era would ~to 
begin a day later, or l Nisan of the Jewisli oaleDaar would 
have to ooour a day earlier -illiiOn in8tanoe. 
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R E F E R E N C E S 

1. The Egyptian chronology followed here is according to Breasted's 
rlistory of Egypt, 1912 Edition . Psamtik reigned 54 years giving way to Nacho 
in 609 B. C., Pp. 581,582. Thus he began his reign in 663 B. C •• with which 
date A. T. Olmstead, History of Assyria, p . 417 agrees. 

2. Ashurbaniapal reigned 22 years and di ed in 626 B. c. (A. T. Olm
stead, History of Assyria, p. 627). Nabopolassar revolted and ordered his subjects to date their business records by his year as king of Babylon. (P . 634). 

3. "In the 5th year of Nabopolassar, which is Egyptian--l27th year 
of Nabonassar-- close to the eleventh hour--27th or 28th of the Egyptian month 
Athyr, some one noticed the moon at Babylon commence her eclipse. Formed in 
the greatest phase of this eclipse a quarter of the diameter of the meridinal 
part of the luminary. Since the eclipse commenced at five hours after mid
night, and reached the center about six hours, which made in that case at 
Babylon, 5 1/2 to 1/3 hours, the sun was exactly in the 27th d. 3' of the ram-it is clear that the time of the middle of the eclipse was for Babylon, 5 l/2 -
1/.3 hours equinoxial , and for Alexandria, 5 hours only after midnight. Or the time since the epoch is 126 Egyptian years , 86 days, 17 hours equinoxial." (M. Halma, Translator, Com osition Ma.themati ue de Claude Ptolemae, 2 Vols., Paris 1813, Vol. II, 34 , • s correspon s o pr. 1, B. C. The 
Scr oll is found, 18th of Josiah. II Kings 22 :3-14; II Chron. 34 :8-22.) 

4 . The earliest dated tablet in Nabopolassar's rei~ is for 2 yr./-mo./ 9 da. (Strassmaier, Zeitschrift f\ll- Assyriologie, Vol. IV, 1:56.) 

582.) 
5 . Necho began to reign in 609 B. C. (Br easted, History of Egypt. 

6. Ne sho killed Josinh; the people appointed Jehoahaz king. Nacho 
deposed him and appointed Jehoiakim king. (II Chron. 35:20-36 :4; II Kings 23: 29- 35.) Josiah reigned 31 years. (II Kings 22:1.) 

7. The latest dated tablet for Nabopolassar's reign is for 21st yr . / 2 mo . / 19 de. . (Strassma.ier, Zeitschrift fllr Assyriolo~ie, Vol. IV, 145.) This was also the accession year i'Or'""Yebuchidriezzar, as we! as the 3d year of Jehoiakim, thus accounting for the statement in Dan . 1:1, and II Kings 24:1 . Nebu
ohadnezzar at this time took Daniel and his companions captive and this year was the first yenr of the 70 years' captivity, as prophesied by Jer emiah the following year. (Jer. 25,1- 11.) Ptolemy's Canon agrees (Curt Wachsmuth, Studien der Alten Geschichte, (1895), pp. 305, 306 ) in giving Nabopolassar 21 year s. 
cameron, (History of Early Iran, p. 219) places Nebuchadnezzar's reign (604 -562), forgetting his accession year in 605. He has Nabopolassar's r eign (626 -604) p. 232, but tablets and scholars agree in giving him 21 years . If 626 is his accession year 625 is his first yenr and 605 would be his 21st and the accession year of Nebuchadnezzar. 

8. Here begin the first of a series of synchronisms between Biblical and secular history, most ref9.rkable for their ability to tie sacred chronology to secular. The first one S firmly links the reigns of the kings Josiah, Jeho
ahaz, and Jehoiakim, making it 23 years from the thirteenth year of Josiah to 
the 4th year of Jehoiakim. (Jer. 25:1-3). This same reference also gives the second synchronism, s2, linking the 4th year of Jehoiakim with the 1st year of Nebuchadnezzar. This year was the date of the battle of Carchemish where Nebuchadnezzar defeated Nacho. (Jer. 46:2). Breasted, (History of Egypt . p. 583,) makes the battle of Car chemdsh 605 but Olmstead, (History of Palestine & Syria, p. 510) puts this campaign correctly in 604. Cameron, (History of Early Iran, p. 219, ) infers the same date by making Nebuohadnezzar's reign 604-562 . 
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9. Jehoiakim rebelled after serving Nebuchadnezzar three years, (in

clusive reckoning). II Kings 24:1 . Because of the conditions spoken of in the 
next few verses a fast is proclaimed, (Jer . 36:9); Jeremiah writes a message 
which is read to Jehoiakim, who in anger cuts the roll and burns it . Jer. 36: 
22. It is during this same year that Nebuchadnezzar has the dream of the great 
imge, De.n. 2, and De.niel interprets it for the king . 

10. gehoiakim reigned 11 years, (II Kings 23:36 . ) Here is the third 
synchronism, S , Which makes the eleventh year of Jehoiakim equal the ei~hh 
year of Nebuchadnezzar. (II Kings 24:10-16; compare II Chron. 36 :5- 8.) Jehoi
aohin is taken to Babylon this same year, (II Kings 24:12), and Zedekiah is ap
pointed king. (v . 17) . This then becomes the first year of Jehoiachin's capti
vity. The date 597, is therefore the proper date of the second campaign of 
Nebuchadnezzar against Jerusalem. 

11. The fifth year of Jehoiachin's captivity is the year of Ezekiel's 
call. Ezek. 1:1. It is also the first year of the reign of Psamtik II. (A. T. 
Olmstead , History of Palestine and Syria, 523; J. H. Breasted, History of Egypt, 
601.) 

12. Hophra, (Apries) , began his reign. (A. T. Olmstead, History of 
Palestine and Syria, 525 ; J . H. Breasted, ~istory of Egypt, 601.) 

13. The tenth year of Zedekiah is synchronized with the eighteenth 
year of Nebuchadnezzar. (Jer. 32:1 . ) The Babylonians had been befor e Jerus. 
lem for nearly a year. (Jer. 39:1; II Kings 25:1 . ) 

14. The twelfth year of Jehoiachin's captivity is synchronized with 
the first year of the smiting of the city. (Ezek . 32:21.) This is s5. The 
eleventh year of Zedekiah is synchronized with the nineteenth year of Nebuchad
nezzar--SO. (Jer. 39 :2; 52:12; II Kings 25:8). This is the third and final 
~paign against Jerusalem, establishing definitely the date 586 B. c. 

15. The twenty-fifth year of Jehoichin's captivity is srnch~onized 
with the fourteenth year of the smiting of the city. (Ezek . 40sl) . This is s7 . 

16. Ahmose began his reign in 569. (A. T. Olmstead, History of Pales
tine and S~~· 536; J. H. Breasted ~istory of Egypt, 601 . ) 

17. The thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoichin is synchro
nized with the first year of Evil Merodach (Amel Marduk). {Jer. 52:31; II Kings 
25 :27). This limits Nebuchadnezzar's reign to 43/ears as shown. The latest 
dated tablet for Nebuohadnezzar's reign is 43 yr. 5 mo./ 9 da. (Ungnad , Vor
derasiatische Schriftdenk~ler, Heft III, 36). Ptolemy's Canon agrees; (Curt 
Wachsmuth, Studien der Altan Geschichte, p. 305). 

18. The latest tablet for Amel Marduk is dated 2 yr./ 5 mo./ 17 da. 
(Clay, Babylonian Expedition, Vol . VIII , 34.) This year is also the accession 
year for Nergal Sharusur. The earliest tablet found for him is dated Acc. yr./ 
3 mo./ 20 da. (Ungnad, Vorderasiatische Schr iftdenkmiler, Heft IV, 32). 

19. The latest tablet for Nergal Sharusur is dated 4 yr .j ·l mo . / 2 da. 
(Evetts, Ner~l Sharusur, 69). The earliest tablet found for Nabunaid is dated 
Ace. yr./2mD./ 15 da . (Clay, Babylonian Expedition, Vol. VIII, p. 39). Much 
archaeological evidence has been fbund indicating that Belshazzar is a histori
cal character, the son of Nabunaid (Nabonidus) , and co-regent with him on the 
throne of Babylon. (R . P. Dougherty, Nabonidus and Belshazzar, 137, 192.) 
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20. The latest tablet for Nabunaid is dated 17 yr./ 9 mo./ ?da . 
"Strassmaier, !_e_itschrif_t fiir A_s~io_l_o_gi~, IV, Nabunaid, 1055.) 

21 . Ahmose reigned for 45 years, and died in 525 . Psamtik III ruled 
but a few months when the country fell into the hands of the Persians and be
came one of the provinces of that nation until Alexander ' s time. (J. H. Breast
ed, Histo~f Egyp~, 595). 

22. The eclipse of the moon in the 7th yr. of Cambyses has been at
tested by two witnesses, Ptolemy's Canon and the Cambyae (400) Tablet . "In an
other eclipse arriving in the 7th year of Cambyses which is the 225th year of 
Nabonassar 1 hour before midnight on 17th or 18th of the Egyptian month Phame
noth--one saw in Babylon the eclipse of the moon of the part of its diamete~n 
the northern part . • • • corresponds to 224 Egyptian years, 196 das ." ( M. 
Halma, Composition Mathematique de Claude Ptolemae, 1, 341, 342). The Cambyse 
Tablet as-translated by Strasmaier says, 11 On the 7th of Cambyses, in the night 
of 14th Dazu, 1~ kasbu (3 hours) after the nightfall, the eclipse of the moon 
was entirely visible. It covered the northern half of the disk of the moon." 
(Sidersky, Etude sur la_Jhronolo~ie Assyro-Baby1T~ienne, Paris 1916, p. 41; 
K~gler, Zeitschrif~ Assyrio1ogi~ , Vol. XVII 1903), 238). 

23. The latest tablet found for the reign of Darius is dated 36 yr./ 
6 mo./ 22 da. (Peiser, Keilsohriftliche Acten StUcke , XIX ). This would make 
Xerxes accession year 485 and his first year 484 . Olmstead, History of Pales
tine and Syria, 560, places ~85 as the last year of Darius , but eountSthe 21 
years-of Xer~s as beginning that year not giving any room for Xerxes accession 
year . 

24. The latest record found for the reign of Xerxes is an Aramaic 
papyrus from a community of Jewish mercenaries located at Yeb, later Elephan
tine, dated in the 21st year of Xerxes . (A . H. Sayee and A. Cowley, Aramaic 
Papyri Discovered at _!.ss~, Plate B) . According to Diodorus, Xerxes was 
murdered by Artabanus who took the throne and reigned some seven months. Thus 
the year 464 would be the acoession year of Artaxerxes . That he came to the 
throne some time in the fall of the year is evidenced by a comparison of 
Nehemiah 1:1; 2:1; and Ezra 7:7-9. 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



I PERSIAN KINGS I 
(The ab~ded re~l yeara auatain Bible aynohron1ama) 

1 31 Decembe,. 
I 

Julit.n b28 b27: 526 525 1 524 62S \, 522 521 
. 
I 520 519 518 517 1 516 615 

2 s ' 
~ 4 Cubfaea 7 8 1 2 s 4 D~riua I 7 

Jewieh 1 I 2 I Cubyaea I 5 I 6 I 7 r 8 L~l 1 I 2 I Dar;iua I I 6 I 6 I 
G~UIIIat~ ....... 

Ju.llt.n 614 51:5 ol2 511 510 1 509 508 507 506 500 504 50S 602 501 

I.E. 8 9 10 11 12 lS 14 16 16 17 18 19 20 21 I 
Jewieh 7 I 8 I 9 I 10 I 11 I 12 I 1S 1 14 1 1s 1 16 I 17 1 18 I 19 ! 20 l 
.Julit.n 500 1 499 498 I 497 496 I 495 I 494 493 492 491 490 T 489 T 488 487 
JI,E. 22 2s I 24 25 Dariua I 28 1 29 so Sl l 32 l 33 l S4 35 1 
Jniah 21 1 22 1 2s 1 24 1 25 1 26 1 21 1 28 1 29 I so I Sl I 32 I ss I S4 I 
Julit.n 

Jewlah 

Julit.n 
s~~~~~~~~~r-~oL~-T~~~~oL--~~~~~,L~~~~~~~ 

.Jewiah 

Julit.n 

1.1. 

Jniah 

Julit.n 

J.l. 

Jewbh 

1 !o11paa on Ju}J 161 523 B.c ., 7th Caabyaua Pto\fi• Claudius , •&th•~t1oa1 Syntexaia," Book 5 1 EP• MO SUo Tr. Hallla. Parh, 1813. JW• Tb 1 eo;lpee ot the •oon h abo oonf'lmed by 
the c.t:;.e (ioo) tablet I whioh I u trandated by St~aaier I •q•• . On the 7th ot Cabyaea I 
in the Jli&ht ot the 14th Duu 1 1-1/2 kubu { 3 houra] a.tter the n1r;httall, the eollpae of the 
•oon -• entlre}J Tiaible. It oOTered the northern halt ot the dlak ot the 110on. •--Sideraq, 
DaTid •Etude aur la ohronolo ie Aa ro-B~ lonienne • • 41. Parh 1916, 2 ather Sa , e 2th ~ear of erxee 1 ewbh reokoni~, 11 the eeme aa the 13th 1 Nab. Era. 

3 Pawrua ·A. (Sqoe and Cowley} I •year 15 or lti~ Xerxu,. 18th Elul = 28th P~ohonal Cowley I A. I 

•Jewieh Doo~nt1 of the TS... of Eara, • P• so. London, 1919. · 
4 Papyrua •g• (Sqoe and Cowley), *year l9 of Art&xe rxea the ld~," 3rd of Khleu"' lOth rl.aore a 

Cowl!}' a A. , •Jewilh DooUINnte of the Time of Ecra, • P• 42. London, 1919. 

!m1 The Anaaio datee of the Papyri t'ound at Elephantine, are a little earlier in point ot tillle 
than their oorreepondi~ Jnieh date• on the Jerueale ••ridiano Thh Uo¥ han been due to Baby
lonlt.n 1ntluenoe

1 
whioh •ployed a ehorter tnulatlon period tbt.n '111&11 ouetoalary uong the anoilnt J.,.,. lenrtheleu, the equated Egptian t.nd Arallaio datee are 10 near}J ooinoident 'IIIith the J..

h b 1 that they 1denti1')' the Perdt.n repalyean "ith their oorreapoDdi.J:I& Julit.n yeara. 
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' RULE OF CORnESP01IDEIWE BE'IHEEU OPFOLZER' 8 ECLIPSE DATES (CIVIL TUlE) 
A!ID PTOI.EEY' S ECLIPSE DATES (EGYPTIA!'l TU!E) 

(Drta of Correspondence -- Ptolemy' s Egyp~i~n date of eclipse 
12 hours earlier thun Oppolzer's civil date _ or position of 
eo lipse.) 

Ptolemy' s Double- dated EoliJase 

4-Feb 2.1 64 do:vs (leQ.P-) Dec 25~---121 da.ys---M--~ 
--- ---------------------- WV'A --------------- ---~ --

~ I Thoth I Thoth<--121 ---->Z. T L 
( _-- ------------ ---- - ---- /\,;'\1\1\ - --- ------------ -- -B.C. B.C. -
747<c--·-------- -- 2.56 yrs.- ------ --> 491 _...-~-___,'------+--~-----

Ptolemy' s Single- dated t.clipse 

I 

-
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E~lM~'\;iQn of FoTA&-o.HYi ..1..J..b_l~a Nehemiah lef't Babylon on ho1•se in the spring 
of' Artaxer~s' 2oth year ~445-444 B.c.), whioh Nehemiah reokoned from Tiahri 
to Tishri. Traveling with only a few officers (Neh.2 a9) 1 he would make the 
journey in muoh quicker time than Esra with ~arly 1600 people on toot. By 
the 4th of Ab, whioh was Sundq in 444 B.C., the wall was begun, and it was 
finished in 52 d~a on 25 Elul. For several reasons these Jewiah dates ere 
lookod in plaoea (1) the 52-dey period c8Illlot begin earlier than 4 Ab on Sun
dq 1 both on aooount of the Jewish Sabbath, and also beoauae 1 by Jewish reck
oning, Ab had 30 d~st28 (2) in both 444 and ~ 1 1 Uisan is fixed by trensla.
tion periods too shor+. to be l9ssened by one dq on the assumption that the 
moon mie1;ht be 5een a. dq earlier, as mey oocur in Babylonian reckoniDGJ and 
(3) tho building of ·the wall is tied to the year 444 because the 62-d~ nork
ing period, if' dated in 443, would thereby be made to begin on the sc:>vonth day 
of the week, oontrary to Jewish 181h 

The wall wrus finished within five d~a of the now year, which lfehem:hh 
evidently oa.llod the 21st of the king. Soon after, he deeidod t" as~e:ftlo 
nobles, rulers, and people in order to reoord their genealogies (lleh.7a6). 
The subsequent Jewish oonoourae obviousl1 must have been held in the becin
~ ot Arta:xer.xea' 22nd yeer, as is described in Nehemieh 8. On thia oc
casion, Ezra reads the lew. It was the Jewiah new yeer, and tt.e d.E!f wY 
both a "holy oonvooation," and also the S!Bbath dq. This synohronism is 
supported by tho Jewish calendar for 443, and likenise by the worda in ver-
ses 9, 10 and 11 a (verse 9) "th1a d~ ia holy unto the Lord ¥our God J" 

(vorse 105 "tor this dq is holy unto our Lord," anC:. (verse 11) ".for the dq 
11 holy." At leut the first two of these tens oould be applied only to 
tho Sabbath, .for a ooremonial sabbath wllB never oalled "my hoq dqJ" but 
waa, on the oontrary, referred to u "ho~ unto y:ou" (Lev.23a27). (~~~~) 

468-467 = 7 
457-456 = 8 
456-465 ~ 9 
455-454 = 10 
454-453 = 11 
45!-1:52 = 1?. 
452-451 = 13 
451-460 = 14 
450-449 = 15 
449-448 = 1{ 
448-447 = 17 
447-446 = lfl 

We h,_ve, theref'ol.~e, in Nehemiah 8 an important aynohro
niam that ties the Jewish new yfjar on 1 Tishri, 443 B.C., 
to the seventh dq ot the week, and whioh thereby fixes ·l;he 
year 444-443 u the 21st of Arta:-:erxes aooording to Nehemi
ah's Jewish reckoning. By ooUllting baok, it is ree.dily dem• 
onstrated that Nehemiah must have dated tho seventh year ot 
the Persian king in 468-457, oomputed from Tisbri to Tishri. 
But by this reckoning, his spring month las en. could ooour 
only in the spring of 457, for l;he Jewish calendar reokoned 
t he seventh of Artt'J!:erxea n.s beginning in tho fall, six 
months later t htm the spring of 458. 

-MG-446 = 19 The fa.ot ha.a been challenged, however, that Ezra used the 
445-444 = 20 same oalender as Neh.el!liah, and it is cloimod that Ezra based 
444-443 = 21 his "seventh year" in terns cf' the Persian oalex:.dar. R{) 
T1shr1 to thus had his pilgrims lea~ Bab,ylon in April, 468 B.c.30 

Tishri But, if this oonolusion were correct, then, in tho period 
between Nisan a.ad Tiehri1 

Ear~s "sevonth" aooordlug to Parsian ~eckoninc, Sl 
would aotual1y be "sixth of the Persian kin& aooording to Jewish reckoning. 
And it would obviously be ebaurd for ohronology to maintc.in that by on F.zrR 
Jewieh oalendar., the return wu in the sixth year of Artaxerxes, .M.d that by 
Nehemiah's Jev1ieh oalendsr, tha returu nu.s in the seventh of thil!l king! rhe 
only oonsistent oonolusion is the:t both Ezra and Nehemiah employed the same 
Jewish rookoning, end that the llisan return !'rom Babylon in the seventh year 
of Artaxer.xes must have ooourred in the spring of 467 B.C., and not in 458. 

26 Nehomioh hM no oho.nge of the king' s reign in the month l11sen (Neh.2al). 
27 C:f'. Table VII, and pages 10 and 11 of the "'rime Argument." 
28 Parksr' s "Babylonian ChronoloGY" also allows Ab 30 dqs in 444 B .c • l~v.t ~ 
29 Ct. Table VII. t~ 3·~ ~o.NI ~ l.CJ ~s, o.M.&.~ cictli. 'tCU. ...... ~ Sa.Mcctt.! 
30 Journal of Near Eastern Studiee, Volo II, April, 1943, P• 129. 

31 In other ftorda 1 from. Nisan to i'ilhr11 the Jews counted the Persian king' a 
year as one leas thllll the Persians, whil e from i'iahr1 to Disan, both counta 
were the aaneo The E isns also used this rule of correspondence. Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research
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