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Dr. H. Sp9noer-Jonea, F.R.s. 
Astronomer Royal, 
Royal Observatory, Greenwich, 
London, S.E. 10. 
My dear Dr. Spence~-Jones: 

Your letter of November 28 in answer to mine of the 17th has 
oome. Inamnuoh ae I did not make rrry question plain, please permit me to 
venture again, and pardon the liberty I take in maldn~ a longer outlinEI 
of my argument. 

It is true, is it not, the. t the 10 days wn ioh Gregory XIII 
dropped in 1682 oorreftponded to the 10 days whioh ~ad beon added by Julian 
time between 300 and 1582! In this period of 1282 years the leap daye for 
yeare ,Nhioh should not have bean bissextile are just 10 1n number. Or, it 

• may be demonstrated that the excess of the Jullo.n year over the true solar 
year when multiplied lTJ 1282, that is, . 0078013 t~s 1262 equals exaotly 
10.0012 days. Therefore may I not oono1ude that Gre~ory•s act re~lly re
sulted in another change than the two you mention, namely, tnat tbe drop
pinr; ot 10 duya in 1582 reoti.fied the mean length of the calendar as far 
baok o.e 300 l! .D.? ~ 

But the centenary years 100 and 200 were,.treated by the Julian 
10. 0012866 r~tokon1 ng as bissexti le, and these 't;l:yo excess lesp iqy• were needed t':tat 
- do.ys the vernal equinox mig.'lt step into proper place , as of flaroh 21 in 300. 

158026 
62-llM 

158028 
78013 

------------
Howover , thie made those first three centt~i•a that muon too long, to be 

. 007B013 exaot, ?..34 days too l?ng• Scaliger•s t~blea do not appear to notice thio 
300 ~loss in ~n•s time- clock when he plaoed J&n.l , 1 A.D. aa Saturday, whioh 

-~2 .... -=3~i.-,:03=9-ar-,.,CI\tld o~ be on the be.sb of' the two exoeu days in the early part or the 
.. Chl"iBtln.n~ 'l'hercfore 1 ste.ted in my first letter that it appeared aa if' 

all the rent of the era had beeD adjusted to mean solar time, that io, 
practically so. 

It happens thet I aro interested in th• true solar ttme or a oer
tnin date in the first century; ani, on the reasoning as giTen above, it 
W<.lUld seem as it Jo.n.1, l A.D . should be Uonday it one wished to t~igure 
dates in true solar time, and not in .Julian time. 

I hnvo ~ent to our Library of Congrese for Claviue • discussion 
of' the faots c.s known in his day oonoern!ng the aot or Gregory XIII . Uan 
did not then lalovt the true length or the yuar . Though they are the priv1-
1e;ed ones, may we not enlarge and refine their pioture a little! 

Please all~ me to thank you ainoorgly for your painstaking ef
fort to help me, and to hope that I am not treepase1n~ upon yoUJ" time or 
upon the otfioe ot the Astronomer Royal in eek1~ ror turthor oonalderati.on. 
It !!leans muoh to me. 

tn houo'~ of my forefather, Sir lsano Newton, I send the saaaon' • 
greetings . 

Dec . 16, 1938. 
st . Joseph, 111oh. 
Box 46-X, R.R.2 . 

T oure very s: "'ere ly. 

~o.AA 1\""" o..-cL~ 
(A-w...a.~on) 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



Communications J 
should bo 

addresoed to the 
ASTRONOMER ROYAL 

Telephone: Greenwich 1238 

Miss G. Amadon, 
Box 45-K, ~.R.2 . 

St. Joseph, 

Royal Observatory, Greenwich, 

London, S.E.lO. 

28th December , 1938 . 

Michigan , u.S.A. ' \ 

•• 
Dear Madam, 

In reply to your further letter, the 
calendar was rectif ied by Julius Ceesar, with the 
aid of the astronomer Sosigenes of Alexandria, in 
B. C. 46, the length of the mean year being taken as 
365.25. The calendar was then adjusted so that the 
months were restored to their normal pos ition in the 
year, t wo intercalary months, amounting together to 
67 days, being inserted between November and Dece.aber . 
From that time each month has had its pr esent duration. 

The edict which required an intercalary 
day (leap day) to be inserted every fourth year was 
misunderstood by the pontifices, who reckoned the 
four years inclu sively and so made oneyear in three 
a leap year. Consequently the year 8B. C. began 
three days too late, in relation to the proper Julian 
calendar . To correct this, Augustus ordered that there 
should be no leap year until A.D. 8. From A. D. 8 the 
Julian calendar was strictly observed till the reform 
of Pope Gregory XIII in A.D. 158e 

~ihen Gregory XIII reformed the calendar, 

I the Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



- 2 -

the adjustment was made such tha t the vernal equinox 
should occupy the position assigned to it in the Easter 
tables, viz. March 21. These tables date , I believe , 
from about the third century. The important point is 
that this adjustnent placed the vernal equinox on a date 
that is purely arbitrary and not necessarily relat ed to 
the date on which the equinox fell when the revision of 
the calendar by Julius Caesar was made : this earlier 
revision merely brought the months back to their normal 
position. 

The calendar that has been used was therefore 
the incorrect Julian calendar B.C. 46 to B.C. 8 ~ no leap 
years from B. C. 8 to A. D. 8 (each year 365 days) ; the 
correct Jul ian calendar' A.D. 8 to A.D. 1582; the 
Gregorian calendar since. 

This, I think, provides you with all the 
information you need. 

Yours sincerely, 

Astronomer Royal. 
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1M JtOU ADDitlSI MOT .. , SUifKt 
., '11111 u:nu, MT 

SUKaiKI'tiiOOIT,IIAV~ GaUYAlOU 
WASHI-TOH, D , C:. NAVY DEPARTM ENT 

REFER TO No, U. S. NAVAL OBSERVATORY 

J!\. ... 

EN23/H5(11)(3320) W ASH INGTON, D. C. 9 September 193? 

Dear Madam: 

Your letter of 19 August has been received. 

The number of days in a tropical year is decreasing 
at present at the rate of 0.0000000614 eaoh year; 365.242198?9 
days being the length at 1900.0, based on observations of 
the Sun ' s position since 1?50 (when observations first became 
accurate). The last two or three figures will probably be 
changed by the next century or two of solar observations. 
Similar remarks apply to the Moon. 

The full moon after Spring equinox (1919-30) was 
as follows: 

year month da.y hour minute 
1919 April 15 a- 25 A.M.) 
1920 April 3 10 55 A.M.) 
1921 March 23 8 19 P.M.) 

, 1922 April 11 8 44 P.M.)G.C.T. 
~ 1923 April 1 1 '""' 10 P.M.) 

1924 March 21 4 30 A.M.) 
1925 April 9 3 33 A.M.) 
1926 March 29 10 0 A.M.) 
192? April 17 3 35 A.M.) 
1928 April 5 3 38 A.M.) 
1929 March 25 7 46 A.M.) 
1930 April 13 5 48 A.M.) 

Jerusalem time is 2h 20m 53!7 later than G.C. T. 
Eastern Standard Time is 5 hours earlier than G.C.T. 

Miss Grace Amadon, 
Box 45-K, R.R.2, 
St. Joseph, Michigan . 

Very truly yours, 

k~~~ 
James Robertson, 

Director Nautical Almanac. 

r 

1M...t.n • -1. I - '1 - ~ o· 
~~- ('1. ~ 'f'"f 

~, f 1'/ - I ¥ 
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Glenn H.Draper, 
u.s . Naval Observatory, 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr . Draper: 

I greatly appreciate your frank criticism of my theory con
cerning the date of the Crucifixion. I have carefully reviewed all 
your references. Beoause the ohronologio formulae vary from the astro
nomical in their results by a day or two, I have from the very first 
attempted to find some other means of reokoni ng . I enclose a copy of 
the TABLE which I use to find the day of the week for any date. The 
~regorian correotion when applied to the Christian era, as from 1931 to 
31 A.D., differs from the astronomical by about one-halt day only, so 
that the days of the week for t his period come true. Please note that 
by this table the C~ristian era began on Monday. This I believe to be 
the tru~ day, and not Saturday, as given in the Encyclopedia Britanni~u. 

I have a similar TABLE for the Julian Calendar, which for 
this same period of 1931 years extends over two weeks further back, be
ginning on a Sunday. This seems to be in harmony with the real length 
of the Julian year over t he astronomical in 1931, or 15.158601 days. ::..J 6-. a h'i '3- Jo 3 
These correspond to t he 15 bissextile days added above those demanded 
by the Gregorian correction. 

By translating my date as of April 11-13-53.75 (Jerusa lem) to 
the Julian Calendar of the first century, I oan meet your astronomical 
figure April 25.84 G.C.T. within 23 minutes. However, I do not be
lieve t hat this was the crucifixion date--it was a month too late. 
Dr. Halos in hi s chronology refors to this date as a recorded eclipse 
ot the moon occurring a month after the crucifixion. 

Will you please be so kind as to send me your astronomical 
record of the first full moons following the vernal equinox for the 
years 27-34 A.D.? When I have finished my TABLES I shall be grateful for 
further criticism, and will send you all the figures if you fael that 
you will have time to look them over. I wish also to ask you this: Do 
you oonDider 365.25 and 365.2425 as the true means for the Julian and 
Gregorian years respectively? 

Thanking you muoh for your kind interest, 

July 11, 1938, 
Box 45-K, R.R. 2, 
St.Joseph, Mioh. 

I am Yours Sincerely, 

a.p'o,- t't- tn 
~ -I% 

\ t,.,.l\. .1 ~ - i 0 

']__ ~ ' s- ~ 0 ') ~8'"% 

...,<(.o-?.'1'-J , .., , / 

f 
:~,. !:J-- "J. , ... I 
1~- 1'2.-~13 

2/ -.~-'2.)' 
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Glenn H. Draper , 
Naval Obcervatory , 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear Mr . Draper: 

It has been nearly three months since I last v~ote you. 
The Journals you so kindly sent ~ave been very useful to me 1 I am 
expecting to be in Washington within a few weeks , an~ will bring 
them aleng . 

rlere is a question that bothers me a little: 

If the time of Full J oon at Greenwich is, say, 
April 2- 2 hr.-5~5, what would be the time or the same 
Full Moon at Jerusalem? that is, in t~e year 1931? 

I do not mean to ask what would be the time i n Jerusalem 
when the moon is Full at Greenwich; I know that it would be 2 hrs .-
2~89 later; but I am not exactly clear in My mind about thi s? 

I have received word that the Encyclopedia BritA.nnica a.d 
mi ts their mistake in placing Julius Caesar ' s correction of the cA.l
endar in 46 B.C . For a long time I have considered 45 B. C. as the 
right date . ro·N they say that their future editions will so read. 
I will write you again shortly--I wish you to think over ~gain an 
answer you sent me in regard to one or my previous questions; but 
in the mean time please respond to this question herein enclosed. 

Nov . 27, 1938. 
St . Joseph, Mich . 
Box 45- K, R.R.2 . 

Yours very sincerely , 

~ . {, I 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



Arthur u. Harding, 
Uninrsit,- or Armnaas, ro-~5S.u~,.,){,QG 
Arkansas. " 
Dear Prot. Harding: 

Tour artioles on "!DIE" in the Journal ot Calendar Reform I 
have read with great inte!'est. I wish to aak you an important question 
that has crossed my path, and here it is a 

Is the Julian day number 1721424, or Jan.l, 1 A.D., 
correctly designated as 8atur4a;y on the basis ot true 
solar timet 

My contention is that the ten days which Gregory XIII omit
ted tram the oalendar but corrected it tram the year 300 and on to his 
own time. Therefore, what about the correction tor the two Julian 
leap days of' the centenary years 100 and 200t These biasextile yeara 
were needed in order to place the Ternal equinox at March 21 in 325J 
am theretozoe we should not expect the council ot Wicea to have t1ade 
a.n;y change. Is the Julian day reckoning really responsible tor this 
correotiont And when the Julian day number 1721424 was named Saturda,., 
did this table neglect to drop the two leap days corresponding to the 
years 100 and 200t It so, should not Ja.n.l, 1 A.D., be llonday in re
apeot to tl"ue solar time-t 

It seems to n:e that Jan.l, 1 A.D. could be Saturday only a1 
the basis of' the years 100 am 200 being bissextile, and hence Julian 
in oharaoter, while all the rest of' the Christian era has c01111 UD:ler 
correction. I would great~ appreciate it it you would answer me on 
this point. 

liO"f".l7, 1938, 
st. Joseph, Jlioh. 
Box •s-x, R.R. 2. 

Tours very sincerely, 
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MATHBMATI CI!I AND A8TRONOMY 

ARTHUR M . UARDINO, PD. D . 

UNIVERSITY 01<' ARKAN~AS 

FA YBTTBVJLLB 

Miss Gr ace Amadon 
Box 45-K, R. R. 2 
St . Joseph , Michigan . 

Dear Miss Amadon: 

hovember 28, 1938. 

Answerinb your let ter of t he 
sevent eenth, I r egr e t that I am ~ot £ble t o 
gi ve you t he infor~ation desired . The question 
you have r aised is an interestin~ one and I shall 
devote so rue "Lime to it. 

I f I ~~t a definite answer any 
t ime soon , I shall write you . 

AMH:MG 

Cordia.Lly yours , 

~~~-__......, 
.h . r.. . Harding , 
Professor of ~athematics 
and As tronoi!I.J' . 
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MICHIGAN STATE UBRAR'{ 
LANSING, MICH. 

DATA to be filled out from NAUTICAL ALMANAC 
for EASTER WULL MOON* - Greenwich C. Time. 

NOTICE: In the volumes of the American Ethemeris and Nautical 
Almanac and the American Nautica Almanac, beginning with 
those for 1925, the hours of the day are counted from 
midni ght to midnight instead of from noon to noon as 

Tear 

was done in the volumes before 1925, and the time is 
designated Civil Time instead of Mean Time. 
BY this change each day begins twelve hour s earlier 
than f ormerly; i.e., January 1.0, 1925, in the volume 
for 1925 , is the same a s December 31.5, 192~, in the 
volume for 1924. 

Date 

Month Dal Hr. Min. 

1919. • • • • Apr. lit 20 25.1 Greenwich Mean 
Time 

1920. • • • • Apr. 2 22 5~- 7 Greenwich Mean 
Time 

1921. • • • • Mar. 23 g 1e.9 Greenwich Mean 
Time 

1923. • • • • Apr. l l 9.8 Greenwich Mean 
Time 

192~. • • • • Apr. 19 2 10.7 Greenwich Mean - Time 
1927 ••• • • • Apr. 17 3 35-~ Greenwich Civil 

Time 
192e. • • . • Apr. 5 3 38·3 Greenwich Civil 

Time 
1929· • • . • :Mar. 25 7 ~6.3 Greenwich Civil 

Time 
1930. . • . • Apr. 13 5 48.5 Greenwich Civil 

Time 

From: Nautical Almanac; Phases. of the Moon 

Firat full moon after March 2ls t of each yea:r • 

• Firat Full Moon after Vernal Equinox (Mar. 21) 

, " T<::J 
Grace Amadon 
St. Joseph, Mich . 
Box 45-K R.R. 2 
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Glenn :! .Draper, 
t:aval Observatory, 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Lr . Draper: 

I will aooept your kind offer or the lonn or ~~e 
Journals. Please send mo a numbor of t hom by parcel po~t 
C .o.o. If you care to send a whole year ' s nU!':'Ibors t:~c.f..; \~1...1 
bo fine , o.nd then I can judge just how they will fi ... m: \ ·.O• 

jeot. I am progressing a little , I think . I Oft' ·how :·o~ 
the Bible that the yeo.r 31 A.D. wo.s the year of ~;I·e Crucifix
ion. If so, then llaroh 27 or 28--mii'st have beftn '*·~ da~ . on 
the basis that the c .Era bogan on Uonday . 

I vtlll give your Journals careful attent_on, and 
thanks a lot for offering theD to me. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Aug . :SO, 1938. 
st . Joseph , Uioh . 
Box 45-K, R.R. 2. 

J 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



Glenn H.Draper, 
Naval Obaern.tory, 
\':aahington, D.c. 
Dear ~r . Draper: Here is an argument aubL,itted--please advise:--

AN ARGU M B}JT 

By the followiDg landmarks ot time-·daye of the week--one can wend his 
way baok to the year 1: 

Gregorian C~lendar - Jan.l, 1583 equaala Saturday 
" Deo.31,1682 " Friday 
II Oot.l6, It II Friday 

Julian Ot.lendar - Oot . !5, " " Friday 
" Jan. 1,1601 

,, 
:Uonday 

t\ " 1401 " Saturday 
" " lSOl " S'1nday 
" " 1201 " l6onday 
" " 1101 " Tuesday 
" " 1001 " l'iedDesda.y 
" " 901 " Thursday 
" II 801 " Friday 
" It 701 " Saturday 
II " 601 " Sunday 
" tl 601 " llonday 
II II 401 " Tuesday 
n " SOl " Wednesday 
n " 201 " Thureday 
" " 101 " Frldt.y 
" " 1 II Saturday 

I n ~le TABLE aocount is m1tde or the 10 days dropped by Gregory iD 1682. 
It is evident that he reokoned from. the Oounoil of Uoea in ~25 , tor t he dli'f• 
erenoe between Julian nnd Solar time in (1682- 326), or 1257 ye~rs1 is 

1257 times (366.25 -365.2421987), or .o078013,equala 9. 0 days. 
At th e timo oi' t h io Counoil the v~rnal eauin~x had slipped back to Uar .1 from 
t he timo of Julius Caesnr i n 46 B.C. This a')parently WI)Uld make 3 days to be 

.lt~"-'~' o • 
counted as the Julian increase in 32b" O'.l~ it was not S full dayc1 aa r egards 
the yeare belonging to the Chrietia~ era, which ~~e equation b~lo~ showss 

Julian increase over solar ttme tor 1682 y~are equals 
1582 times .0078013 equals 12.34 daye. 
Days dropped in 1582 " 10 

Additional oorreotion needed tor c.E. 11 2.34 d9.ys. 
The very taot that the vernal equinox had r eceded in S25 ~no~& that this 

mfttter of 2 full days inoreas• nust have been taken oare ot in ~ ·e edict ot 
tho Council that the v .e. should stay at l:ar . Zl, •.o witioh point i t had slipped 
back i n about 400 yeare frcm Yar.25. These 4 clo.'i& have to be charged up to 
the irregubr1t1es ot the pontitts , tho.t is partly, or to t he oorreoti on ot 
A~gus~us Caesar, the length ct the year not being known, for t~e real Julian 
!:~'3reaec fu .- tr•e 325 years seems to have been a littl9 over a days . -..w-

Oona•rqu,nt1y 1-:1 ordet" to determine the exact d.o.te. ~r t.~e Julian,~~year (the 
calendar can't acknowledge a traction of a day) these two da,.. should be 
.dropped tro::n the Julian Calendar on Jan.l,l A.D. , the aam.e as the 10 days 
were dropped on Oot.5,1582, for by reokoniJll; bacla1ard from t ne l6·th century 
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Julian time to the year 1 we rtr~ t he Julian inoreaae over Solar ti-e t~t 
muoh more than the 10 days whloh Gregory dropped. This plaoea Jan. l , 1 A.D. 
on J~ay as the truo astronomical beginning or the Christian era, it sue.ma 
to me.- It the Gregorian oorl"eotion is spread over the Ohrictian ora baok-
WA::d trom the 20th century, the table shows Jan. l to be llonday. Inasmuch a1 
the Gregorian oalendar tor this Whole period differs from Solar ti~e by only 
14 hours , tho ~o woul d praoti~~lly ooinoide. On the other hand if the Julian 
correo~ion be applied to the Chr istian era, starting bnckn.rd fro1:1 the 2oth 
century • as a measure ot tir.ie, Jan.l will C\)'!Ue out 0'!1 Sunday in the year 1 A.D. 
But Q Julian period or, say 1931 years , is too lo~ by 15.06 dnys. Counti ng 
these oft trom Sunday, Jan.l, l A.D •• wv eo-e baok to Monday ag~i~ . 

"onday 1e the dny aokno,,ledged by BUss ani nr. ll'llfJB , anC'l I believe that 
this de.y hRrmonlzes best with the Je-.rl.sh calendar.--= Io Snturday the day tor 
Jan. l, 1 A.D. whioh you haTe recorded on your tablss of the Julian oalendart 
The Bnoyolopedb Brltamdoa ~1ves Saturday as the day. Whon you answer t hh 
question, please give me the emot name ot the 'fable r.rom which you will be 
quoting . 

It ie plain to me that Gre~ory considered the calendar oorreoted up to the 
year Z26, beoauoe the v.e. "as on llnr. 21 . But in ordor to arriw at this 
point the Julian oalendor hRd to add a certain n~bor or lenp dnya, and i n ••
timdting the real lengt4 ot the Julian !noroaae over Solar ttmo, all these 
le~p days have to be reokon~d--thie to my oontention. Please oo~ent. 

Ploaae tell me the nn~e or the Table from wh!oh you took the reoord ot t he 
eolipeee ln your last letter. Thanks very muoh. They wer e just what I need
ed. 

Box 45•1, R.R. 2, 
St. Joseph• Miohe 
Aug. 22, 1938. 

Yours very einoerely, 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



Suporintendent, Naval Observatory, 
l!avy Department, Washington, D.C. 
Uy dear Sir: 

I ~ in need or n few itano fron your 

o.stronomioal reoqrds , and would greatly appreoiate 

tho favor if you oan aond me the repo~t or the list 

given below. 

Yours ve~J sinceroly, 

1001 llOOll --GREENWICH CIVIL TIJ.!E --FIRST CENTURY 

... D. 31 

A.D. 32 

A.D. 33 

.. 
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Glenn ij . Draoer, 
l'Iaval Observatory, 
\''ashi ngton, D.C . 
Dear Ur . Dr~per: 

Thanks kindly for your letter of July 22, and for 
your propoRition to criticize ry subject. I am not quite 
ready yet to say that it is ready f2~th~ritioal eye. Be
oa,lse history t!eems to pass over the bitth ·and death of the 

('. 

Founder of the Christian rnligion, I t".tn appealing to o.stron-
omy. A bacteriologist by profession, for ~e the sky is a ne•r 
field of investigation. The reoords of t he ~aval Observatory 
oontain •1uoh that 17\o oollege and univerl'lity do not reveal , 
am this is 'firly I am bothering y")u. 

l.ty article needs to be complete and very plain i n every 
detail before I oan suvmit it to yo11 at your prioe for oriti
oism, for a oalftndar subjeot runs up into many hours . Clavius 
wrote eight hundred pages for Gregory XIII before he dropped 
t~e ten days. If I had nlanty, Mr . Draper , no prioe would hin
der my acceptance of efficient orltioimm. Uell, we'll see . I 
osn•t state junt yet what I may do. The way may open so t~at 
I oan come to Washington . 

In the mean time uill you plen~e tell me this?- -

If a table of the moon ' s revolutions were built 
up on tho basis of her ~ear c~~r+ant, that is , by re
peatedly adding or subtraoti~g 29 . 530588 days from a 
lmown phase of the noon , how would this oo-,p&.re with 
your Observatory records of the moon ' s motion, wnioh, 
I understand, are computed months ahead? Please state 
vmose tables aro used as a ba~is for t he Observatory 
rooords. 

Any question that I may ask you is of importance to 
ne as a na~er of record and authority, and your answers I m~y 
wish to use~referenoes. For this servioe I will pay you $1. 00 
for eaoh letter . It may be that this moderate remuneration 
will be worth your while. Later on we may get together on the 
Subject as a whol e. 

Thanking you for your interest , and your 
painstaking an~ers, 

Aug.l, 1938, 
St. Joseph, Yich. 
Box 46- K, R.R. 2. 

I am yours sincerely, 

~U. F\~~--
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It IUU AODI01 HOT TNI ltGM£1 
cw nas UTTDI. en 

SUPERJHTEHD£NT,IIAVAL OIISUVATOl'l' 

W ASHINQTOH, O.C. NAVY DEPARTMENT 

REFER TO No. U. 5 . NAVAL OBSERVATORY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 
EN23/H5(11)(3320) 20 Apr il 1938 

Dear Madam: 

Relative to your letter of 12 April 1938 , 
I am pleased to inform you that Mr . Glen H. Draper, 
of this office, has offered to look over your article 
after office hours. 

Very truly yours, 

Miss Grace Amadon, 
Box 45- K, R. R.2, 
St . Joseph, Michigan . 

/Q~ 
Janes Robertson, 

Director Nautical Almanac . 
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UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM 
BUREAU OF AMERICAN ETHNOLOGY 
ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY 
NATIONAL ZOOLOGICAL. PARI< 

NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART 
NATIONAL COLLf:CTION OF f'INE ARTS 

FREER GALLERY OF ART 

INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES 
DIVISION OF RADIATION AND 

S~fiTRSONlAN INSTITUTION 
AL L CORRESPO N DENCE 
SHOU LD BE ADDRESSED 
TO THE SECRETARY 

ORGANIS M S 

lf 

May ~ 4 , 1938. 

Dear Madam : 

The manuscript which you sent under date of 

April 30, 1938 has been read by a member of the Smith-

sonian scientific staff. He regards your discussion 

as a very interesting one , but a rather rutile one in 

view of the uncertainty from an historical standpoint 

as to when the founder of the Christian religion was 

born and as to how long he lived. 

Miss Grace Amadon, 
Box 45- K, R. R. 2, 
St. Joseph, Michigan . 

Very truly yours , 

Secretary. 
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If you send the manuscript to which you 

refer in your letter of April 12 to this Insti tution , 

it will be referred to a member of its scientific 

staff for criticism. 

Miss Grace Amadon , 
Box 45- K, R. R. 2, 
St . Joseph, Michigan. 

Very truly yours , 

Administrative Assistant 
to the Secretary. 
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Superintendent Smithsonian Institute, 
','las'hington, D.C. 
Dea-r Sir: 

I have worked out a little problem pertai ning 

to the date or the Cruoirixion, based on the law or 1
• 

Meton ' s oyole and the motion or the moon. I need to 

have it oritiobed. Have you anyone on the start ot 

the Smithsonian Institute that would be interested to 

look over my manusoript and drawings? The problem is 

not long. 

April 12 . 1938 , 
Box 45-K~ R.R.2. 
St .Josepll. Jlioh. 

Yours very sincerely. 

I 
i 
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ll.W.Dorijey, Administrative 
. .ll.aaietant to the Seol·et.a·,•y 

Sroitheoniau Institution, 
\7esh:1.ngton, D.c. 
Jlty delll' Sir : 

Enclosed 1~ the nnnuaoript oonoernin& Whiaa 

I wrote you on Apr i1 1~ • The p:t•ob 1om on page three in-

viJ.;e• tba or:ttici!tm of your ntaf'f'. I chnll al'lt\lt vtith 

keen interest the an:mor . lrio.ny t:1nnb for giTing !:'e 

this opportunity. 

April z ·r, 1938. 
Box 45-K, R.R.2. 

Yours very einoerely, 

St . Joseph , Michigan. 

/ 
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James Robertson, 
Superintendent Naval Observatory, 
Washi ngton, D.C. 
My dear Sirs 

I wish to thank you for the list of full-moon 
dates which you sent me la~t September-EN23/H5(11)(3320)
they were exactly what I needed and fitted nicely into ~ 
work. 

I have worked out a little problem based on the 
law of Keton's cyole, and pertaining to full-moon dates of 
the first century. I need to have it criticized. Rave 
you anyone on your statt who would have time to look over 
my manuscript? It is short. 

April 12, 1938. 
Box 45-X, R.R.2 , 
St .Joseph, Jl.ich . 

Yours very sincerely, 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



Jnco3 Robort3on, Dirootor ot 
Nautical A~o, 

U . 3 • l!o."'JUl Obaorvnt.cx7, 
V:ns:'lington, D.C . 
Ky doo.r ;.•r. Robertcon: 

Ponai t tnG to s i noGrely thank you 

for arra.ngi.ng with I.::r . Dro.ver to look ovor rq problem. 

I ohall vait with keen intereat for hi£ oritioiam. 

EN2SJHS{ll){3320) 

Apl'"11 27, 1938. 
Box 45-K, R.R. 2, 
St .Josep~ , Uiohigan . 

Very truly yo~rB, 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research
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The manuscript entitled "Date of the 

Crucifixion" which you submitted for criticism has 

been referred to a member of the staff of the 

Astrophysical Observatory. He replies as follows: 

"The treatise on the 'Date of the Crucifixion' 

by Grace E. Amadon is well written, and a praiseworthy 

erfort to correlate all factors, biblical, astronomical 

and historical. The astronomical factors appear to 

be carefully considered. The biblical and historical 

factors I am incompetent to judge." 

Your manuscript is returned herewith. 

Miss Grace Edith Amadon, 
Theological Seminary, 
Takoma Park, D. c. 

Very truly yours, 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research



 

 
 

The Andrews University Center for Adventist Research is happy to make this item available for your 
private scholarly use. We trust this will help to deepen your understanding of the topic. 
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James White Library 
Andrews University 
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Berrien Springs, MI 49104-1440 USA 
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• the printing may not be as sharp and crisp as we are used to today, 
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This book or other text material may be subject to these or other limitations. We are sorry if the digitized 
result is less than excellent. We are doing the best we can, and trust you will still be able to read the text 
enough to aid your research. Note that the digitized items are rendered in black and white to reduce the 
file size. If you would like to see the full color/grayscale images, please contact the Center. 
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