
Four Winds Publications 
IT'S ALL A MATTER OF FREEDOM

History of Liberty of Conscience and Religious Liberty 

HISTORY OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY - LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE 

PART I 

1. ORIGIN OF MAN'S LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE - FREEDOM OF 

CHOICE: 
"The creation was now complete. "The heavens and the earth were finished, 
and all the host of them." "And God saw everything that He had made, and, 
behold, it was very good." Eden bloomed on earth. Adam and Eve had free 
access to the tree of life. No taint of sin or shadow of death marred the fair 
creation... 

Our first parents, though created innocent and holy, were not placed beyond 
the possibility of wrongdoing. God made them free moral agents, capable of 
appreciating the wisdom and benevolence of His character and the justice of 
His requirements, and with full liberty to yield or to withhold obedience... 

God placed man under law, as an indispensable condition of his very 
existence. He was a subject of the divine government, and there can be no 
government without law. God might have created man without the power to 
transgress His law; He might have withheld the hand of Adam from touching 
the forbidden fruit; but in that case man would have been, not a free moral 
agent, but a mere automaton. Without freedom of choice, his obedience 
would not have been voluntary, but forced. There could have been no 
development of character. Such a course would have been contrary to God's 
plan in dealing with the inhabitants of other worlds. It would have been 
unworthy of man as an intelligent being, and would have sustained Satan's 
charge of God's arbitrary rule... 
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God made man upright; He gave him noble traits of character, with no bias 
toward evil. He endowed him with high intellectual powers, and presented 
before him the strongest possible inducements to be true to his allegiance. 
Obedience, perfect and perpetual, was the condition of eternal happiness. On 
this condition he was to have access to the tree of life... 

The law of God is as sacred as God Himself. It is a revelation of His will, a 
transcript of His character, the expression of divine love and wisdom. The 
harmony of creation depends upon the perfect conformity of all beings, of 
everything, animate and inanimate, to the law of the Creator. God has 
ordained laws for the government, not only of living beings, but of all the 
operations of nature. Everything is under fixed laws, which cannot be 
disregarded. But while everything in nature is governed by natural laws, man 
alone, of all that inhabits the earth, is amenable to moral law. To man, the 
crowning work of creation, God has given power to understand His 
requirements, to comprehend the justice and beneficence of His law, and its 
sacred claims upon him; and of man unswerving obedience is required." 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 47 - 49, 52 (excerpts). 

2. MAN EXERCISED HIS FREEDOM OF CHOICE AND THE 

CONSEQUENCES: 
"No longer free to stir up rebellion in heaven, Satan's enmity against God 
found a new field in plotting the ruin of the human race. In the happiness and 
peace of the holy pair in Eden he beheld a vision of the bliss that to him was 
forever lost. Moved by envy, he determined to incite them to disobedience, 
and bring upon them the guilt and penalty of sin. He would change their love 
to distrust and their songs of praise to reproaches against their Maker. Thus 
he would not only plunge these innocent beings into the same misery which 
he was himself enduring, but would cast dishonor upon God, and cause grief 
in heaven... 

The tide of woe that flowed from the transgression of our first parents is 
regarded by many as too awful a consequence for so small a sin, and they 
impeach the wisdom and justice of God in His dealings with man. But if they 
would look more deeply into this question, they might discern their error. 
God created man after His own likeness, free from sin. The earth was to be 
peopled with beings only a little lower than the angels; but their obedience 
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must be tested; for God would not permit the world to be filled with those 
who would disregard His law. Yet, in His great mercy, He appointed Adam no 
severe test. And the very lightness of the prohibition made the sin 
exceedingly great. If Adam could not bear the smallest of tests, he could not 
have endured a greater trial had he been entrusted with higher 
responsibilities." Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 52, 60 (excerpts). 

3. MAN'S CHOICE INFLUENCED FUTURE GENERATIONS 
"Adam taught his descendants the law of God, and it was handed down from 
father to son through successive generations. But notwithstanding the 
gracious provision for man's redemption, there were few who accepted it and 
rendered obedience. By transgression the world became so vile that it was 
necessary to cleanse it by the Flood from its corruption. The law was 
preserved by Noah and his family, and Noah taught his descendants the Ten 
Commandments. As men again departed from God, the Lord chose Abraham, 
of whom He declared, "Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept My charge, My 
commandments, My statutes, and My laws." Genesis 26:5. To him was given 
the rite of circumcision, which was a sign that those who received it were 
devoted to the service of God--a pledge that they would remain separate from 
idolatry, and would obey the law of God. The failure of Abraham's 
descendants to keep this pledge, as shown in their disposition to form 
alliances with the heathen and adopt their practices, was the cause of their 
sojourn and bondage in Egypt. 

4. ISRAEL WAS GIVEN THE LAW OF GOD AT SINAI 
But in their intercourse with idolaters, and their forced submission to the 
Egyptians, the divine precepts became still further corrupted with the vile and 
cruel teachings of heathenism. Therefore when the Lord brought them forth 
from Egypt, He came down upon Sinai, enshrouded in glory and surrounded 
by His angels, and in awful majesty spoke His law in the hearing of all the 
people." 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 364 

"The law was not spoken at this time exclusively for the benefit of the 
Hebrews. God honored them by making them the guardians and keepers of 
His law, but it was to be held as a sacred trust for the whole world. The 
precepts of the Decalogue are adapted to all mankind, and they were given 
for the instruction and government of all. Ten precepts, brief, comprehensive, 
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and authoritative, cover the duty of man to God and to his fellow man; and all 
based upon the great fundamental principle of love. "Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and 
with all thy mind [FIRST FOUR COMMANDMENTS]; and thy neighbor as 
thyself [LAST SIX COMMANDMENTS]." Luke 10:27. See also 
Deuteronomy 6:4, 5; Leviticus 19:18. In the Ten Commandments these 
principles are carried out in detail, and made applicable to the condition and 
circumstances of man." 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 305
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