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Introduction

Just like many Christians are inclined to look upon the Feast Days of
Leviticus 23 with prejudice, so it will be natural for them to look upon the
Biblical Sabbath in the same spirit of prejudice. Remember the good advice
of the wise man: “He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is
folly and shame unto him.” Proverbs 18:13.

“When a message is presented to God’s people, they should not rise up in
opposition to it; they should go to the Bible, comparing it with the law and
the testimony, and if it does not bear this test, it is not true. God wants
our minds to expand. He desires to put His grace upon us. We may have a
feast of good things every day; for God can open the whole treasure of
heaven to us.” Selected Messages, Volume 1, 416.




....If it is the duty of the church to abstain from
swine’s flesh, God will discover it to more than two or
three. He will teach His church their duty.”
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1, 206, 207.

Five years later, in the great vision of 1863, the light
upon health reform was given to her. The context
was, when the time came, God revealed it to her, as
the people were ready.




Investigation of Doctrines

“There is no excuse for anyone in taking the position that there is no more
truth to be revealed, and that all our expositions of Scripture are without
an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many
years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not
make error into truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will
lose anything by close investigation.

We are living in perilous times, and it does not become us to accept
everything claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither
can we afford to reject anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit of God;
but we should be teachable, meek and lowly of heart. There are those who
oppose everything that is not in accordance with their own ideas, and by
so doing they endanger their eternal interest as verily as did the Jewish
nation in their rejection of Christ.” Counsels to Writers and Editors, 35.




“Every mind should turn with reverent attention to the
revealed word of God. Light and grace will be given to those
who thus obey God. They will behold wondrous things out
of his law. Great truths that have lain unheeded and
unseen since the day of Pentecost, are to shine from God’s
word in their native purity. To those who truly love God
the Holy Spirit will reveal truths that have faded from the
mind, and will also reveal truths that are entirely new.”
The Ellen G. White Materials, 1888, 1651.8




Make your Opinions Fit the Word

“Do not read the Word in the light of former opinions; but, with a mind free
from prejudice, search it carefully and prayerfully. If, as you read, conviction
comes, and you see that your cherished opinions are not in harmony with the
Word, do not try to make the Word fit these opinions.

Make your opinions fit the Word. Do not allow what you have believed or
practiced in the past to control your understanding. Open the eyes of your
mind to behold wondrous things out of the law.

Find out what is written, and then plant your feet on the eternal Rock.”
Messages to Young People, 260.




....No one should claim that he has all the light there
is for God’s people. The Lord will not tolerate this. He
has said, “I have set before thee an open door, and no
man can shut it.” Even if all our leading men should
refuse light and truth, that door will still remain
open. The Lord will raise up men who will give the
people the message for this time.”

Testimonies to Ministers, 106, 107.




Testing and Proving His People

“God is now testing and proving His people. Character is being developed.
Angels are weighing moral worth, and keeping a faithful record of all the
acts of the children of men. Among God’s professed people are corrupt
hearts; but they will be tested and proved.

That God who reads the hearts of everyone, will bring to light hidden
things of darkness where they are often least suspected, that stumbling
blocks which have hindered the progress of truth may be removed, and
God have a clean and holy people to declare His statutes and judgments.”
Testimonies for the Church, Volume 1, 332, 333.




“The Bible should never be studied without prayer. The
Holy Spirit alone can cause us to feel the importance of
those things easy to be understood, or prevent us from
wresting truths difficult of comprehension. It is the office
of heavenly angels to prepare the heart to so comprehend
God’s Word that we shall be charmed with its beauty,
admonished by its warnings, or animated and
strengthened by its promises....




“All who value their eternal interests should be on their guard against the
inroads of skepticism. The very pillars of truth will be assailed. It is impossible
to keep beyond the reach of the sarcasms and sophisms, the insidious and
pestilent teachings, of modern infidelity. Satan adapts his temptations to all
classes. He assails the illiterate with a jest or sneer, while he meets the
educated with scientific objections and philosophical reasoning, alike
calculated to excite distrust or contempt of the Scriptures.

Even youth of little experience presume to insinuate doubts concerning the
fundamental principles of Christianity. And this youthful infidelity, shallow as
it is, has its influence. Many are thus led to jest at the faith of their fathers,
and to do despite to the Spirit of grace. [Hebrews 10:29.] Many a life that
promised to be an honor to God and a blessing to the world, has been blighted
by the foul breath of infidelity. All who trust to the boastful decisions of human
reason, and imagine that they can explain divine mysteries, and arrive at truth
unaided by the wisdom of God, are entangled in the snare of Satan.”

The Great Controversy, 1888, 600.




.... We should now seek a deep and living experience
in the things of God. We have not a moment to lose.
Events of vital importance are taking place around
us; we are on Satan’s enchanted ground. Sleep not,
sentinels of God; the foe is lurking near, ready at any
moment, should you become lax and drowsy, to
spring upon you and make you his prey.” Ibid., 601.




The Rule of Life Will be Revealed

“When the testing time shall come, those who have made God’s Word their
rule of life will be revealed. In summer there is no noticeable difference
between evergreens and other trees; but when the blasts of winter come,
the evergreens remain unchanged, while other trees are stripped of their
foliage. So the false-hearted professor may not now be distinguished from
the real Christian, but the time is just upon us when the difference will be
apparent.

Let opposition arise, let bigotry and intolerance again bear sway, let
persecution be kindled, and the half-hearted and hypocritical will waver
and yield the faith; but the true Christian will stand firm as a rock, his
faith stronger, his hope brighter, than in days of prosperity.” Ibid., 602.




“Says the psalmist: “Thy testimonies are my meditation.”
“Through thy precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate
every false way.” [Psalm 119:99, 104.]

“Happy is the man that findeth wisdom.” “He shall be as a
tree planted by the waters, and that spreadeth out her
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat cometh, but
her leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the year

of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit.”
[Proverbs 3:13; Jeremiah 17:




“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have
fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sins.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
1S not in us.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins. [Court — Holy Place].

If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his
word is not in us.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:7-10, 9. [Most Holy Place].




