
Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

“I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in 
the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 

white raiment, that thou mayest be 

clothed, and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine 

eyes with eyesalve, that thou mayest see.” 
Revelation 3:18.



“Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to 

the waters, and he that hath no money; 

come ye, buy, and eat; 

Wherefore do ye spend money for that 

which is not bread? and your labour for 

that which satisfieth not? Hearken 

diligently.” Isaiah 55:1, 2.
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“And they were both 
naked, the man and his 

wife, and were not 

ashamed.” Genesis 2:25.

“And he said, I heard 
thy voice in the garden, 

and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; 

and I hid myself.” 
Genesis 3:12.

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 
“And white raiment, that 

thou mayest be clothed, 

and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear.” 
Revelation 3:18.

“I am the LORD your God. Ye 
shall therefore keep my 

statutes, and my judgments: 

which if a man do, he shall 

live in them: I am the LORD. 

None of you shall approach 

to any that is near of kin to 

him, to uncover their 

nakedness: I am the LORD.” 
Leviticus 18:4-6.
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Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

▪ I counsel thee 

▪ Buy of me gold tried in the fire that thou 

mayest be rich

▪ White raiment that thou mayest be clothed and 

that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear

▪ And anoint thine eyes with eyesalve that thou 

mayest see

▪ Connection between: 

Revelation 3:18 – Genesis 2:25 – Genesis 3:12                                              

– Leviticus 18:4-6
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Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

▪ I counsel thee 

“But many are [SDA] Laodiceans, living in a 
spiritual self-deception. They clothe themselves 

in the garments of their own righteousness, 

imagining themselves to be rich and increased 

with goods and in the need of nothing, when 

they need daily to learn of Jesus His meekness 

and lowliness, else they find themselves 

bankrupt, their whole life being a lie. 

Shall not we who bear the last message of mercy 

to a guilty world represent Jesus in purity, in 

self-denial, that the word may be sounded from 

human lips inspired by the Holy Spirit of God, 

“Open the door of your heart, and let Jesus in”? 

“The great Vendor of spiritual riches is 
inviting your recognition. He says, “I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in 

the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and 

white raiment, that thou mayest be 

clothed, and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear: and anoint 

thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou 

mayest see.” Revelation 3:18.” 
Letter 64, 1894. 
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Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

▪ Buy of me gold tried in the fire 

that ye may be rich

….He proclaims in the hearing of 
the inmates of every dwelling, 

“Thou sayest, I am rich, and 
increased with goods and have 

need of nothing; and knowest not 

that thou art wretched, and 

miserable, and poor, and blind, 

and naked.” [Revelation 3:17.] 

He offers the gold of truth, faith 

and love, which is become almost 

extinct in our world, and which is 

without alloy, more precious than 

the gold of Ophir. He says, “Buy 
of me gold tried in the fire, that 

thou mayest be rich.”
Letter 66, 1894.

“The Saviour comes with jewels of truth of 

the richest value in distinction from all 

counterfeits, all that is spurious. He comes 

to every house, to every door. He is 

knocking, presenting His priceless treasure, 

urging, “Buy of me.” ….
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Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

▪ White raiment that thou mayest 

be clothed and that the shame of 

thy nakedness do not appear.

“The counsel of the true 
Witness is full of 

encouragement and comfort. 

The churches may yet 

obtain the gold of truth, 

faith, and love, and be rich 

in heavenly treasure. “Buy of 
me gold ... that thou mayest 

be rich; and white raiment, 

that thou mayest be clothed, 

and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not appear.”…

….The white raiment is 
the righteousness of 

Christ that may be 

wrought into the 

character. Purity of 

heart, purity of motive, 

will characterize every 

one who is washing his 

robe, and making it white 

in the blood of the 

Lamb.” The Review and 
Herald, July 24, 1888.

“And they were both 
naked, the man and his 

wife, and were not 

ashamed.” Genesis 2:25.

“And he said, I heard 
thy voice in the garden, 

and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; 

and I hid myself.” 
Genesis 3:12.

▪ Laodicea 

before/after 

Justification in 

the Court

▪ Sanctification 

in the Holy 

Place

Court

Holy 
Place

Most 
Holy 
Place

▪ Purification and Glorification of the 

Mind in the Most Holy Place
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▪ And anoint thine eyes with 

eyesalve that thou mayest see

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

“The eye is the sensitive conscience, the inner 
light, of the mind. Upon its correct view of 

things the spiritual healthfulness of the whole 

soul and being depends. 

The “eyesalve,” the Word of God, makes the 
conscience smart under its application; for it 

convicts of sin. But the smarting is necessary 

that the healing may follow, and the eye be 

single to the glory of God…. 

The sinner, beholding himself in 

God’s great moral looking glass, sees 
himself as God views him, and 

exercises repentance toward God and 

faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.... 

The Laodiceans ... were not entirely 

blind, else the eyesalve would have 

done nothing to restore their sight, 

and enable them to discern the true 

attributes of Christ. 

Says Christ, By renouncing your own 

self-sufficiency, giving up all things, 

however dear to you, you may buy 

the gold, the raiment, and the 

eyesalve that you may see.”           
The Review and Herald,                       

November 23, 1897.
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▪ Connection Between: The Statutes

▪ Revelation 3:18 – Genesis 2:25 – Genesis 3:12 

▪ – Leviticus 18:4-6

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

“And they were both 
naked, the man and his 

wife, and were not 

ashamed.” Genesis 2:25.

“And he said, I heard 
thy voice in the 

garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was 

naked; and I hid 

myself.” Genesis 3:12.

“And white raiment, that 
thou mayest be clothed, 

and that the shame of thy 

nakedness do not 

appear.” Revelation 3:18.

“I am the LORD your God. 
Ye shall therefore keep my 

statutes, and my judgments: 

which if a man do, he shall 

live in them: I am the LORD. 

None of you shall approach 

to any that is near of kin to 

him, to uncover their 

nakedness: I am the LORD.” 
Leviticus 18:4-6.
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Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

▪ Connection Between: The Statutes

▪ Revelation 3:18 – Genesis 2:25 – Genesis 3:12 

– Leviticus 18:4-6
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“Adam and Eve at their creation had the 
knowledge of the original law of God. It 

was imprinted upon their hearts, and 

they were acquainted with the claims of 

the law upon them. 

When they transgressed the law             

of God, and fell from their state of happy 

innocence, and became sinners, the 

future of the fallen race was not relieved 

by a single ray of hope. God pitied them, 

and Christ devised the plan for their 

salvation by Himself bearing the guilt.” 
The Review and Herald, April 29, 1875.

"Adam taught his descendants the law of God, and it was 

handed down from father to son through successive 

generations. But notwithstanding the gracious provision 

for man's redemption, there were few who accepted it 

and rendered obedience. By transgression the world 

became so vile that it was necessary to cleanse it by the 

Flood from its corruption. 

The law was preserved by Noah and his family, and Noah 

taught his descendants the Ten Commandments. As men 

again departed from God, the Lord chose Abraham, of 

whom He declared, "Abraham obeyed My voice, and kept 

My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My 

laws." Genesis 26:5.” 
Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 364. 
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“In consequence of continual transgression, the 
moral law was repeated in awful grandeur from 

Sinai. Christ gave to Moses religious precepts 

which were to govern the everyday life. These 

statutes were explicitly given to guard the ten 

commandments. 

They were not shadowy types to pass away with 

the death of Christ. They were to be binding 

upon man in every age as long as time should 

last. These commands were enforced by the 

power of the moral law, and they clearly and 

definitely explained that law.” 
The Review and Herald, May 6, 1875.

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

“In seeking to cast contempt 
upon the divine statutes, Satan 

has perverted the doctrines of 

the Bible, and errors have been 

incorporated into the faith of 

thousands who profess to 

believe the Scriptures. 

The last great conflict between 

truth and error is but the final 

struggle of the long standing 

controversy concerning the law 

of God. 

Upon this battle we are now 

entering - a battle between the 

laws of men and the precepts of 

Jehovah, between the religion of 

the Bible and the religion of 

fable and tradition.”
The Great Controversy, p. 582.
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Ham’s Curse - Incest
"And Noah began to be a husbandman, and he 

planted a vineyard. And he drank of the wine, and 

was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.

And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of 

his father and told his two brethren outside.

And Shem and Japheth took a garment and laid it 

upon both their shoulders, and went backward and 

covered the nakedness of their father; and their faces 

were turned away, and they saw not their father's 

nakedness.

And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his 

younger son had done unto him.

And he said, "Cursed be Canaan! A servant of 

servants shall he be unto his brethren.“ 
Genesis 9: 20-25 

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

Incest
"It is reported commonly 

that there is fornication 

among you, of such a kind 

as is not so much as even 

named among the Gentiles: 

that one should have his 

father's wife.”                              
1 Corinthians 5:1

Incest
“None of you shall 
approach any who is near 

of kin to him to uncover 

their nakedness: I am the 

LORD.

The nakedness of thy 

father or the nakedness of 

thy mother shalt thou not 

uncover: she is thy mother; 

thou shalt not uncover her 

nakedness.” 
Leviticus 18:6.

Incest
“And the man that lieth 
with his father's wife 

hath uncovered his 

father's nakedness: 

both of them shall 

surely be put to death; 

their blood shall be 

upon them.”                            
Leviticus 20:11.

“And if a man shall 
take his sister, his 

father's daughter, or 

his mother's daughter, 

and see her 

nakedness, and she 

see his nakedness; it 

is a wicked thing; and 

they shall be cut off in 

the sight of their 

people: he hath 

uncovered his sister's 

nakedness; he shall 

bear his iniquity.”
Leviticus 20:17.
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….Most incest victims 
experience confusion 

about their own reactions 

to the incest experience. It 

is this betrayal of 

innocence and resultant 

confusion, along with the 

loss of control and power 

over one's own behavior, 

that lead to the emotional 

and psychological impact 

on the victim. Victims 

often experience, both at 

the time of the incestuous 

act and later as adults, a 

sense of shame, a feeling 

of powerlessness, and a 

loss of their childhood…. 
Ibid.

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 
“Sexually abused children report 
and/or display affective, cognitive, 

physical, and behavioral symptoms 

(Shaw et al. 2000). Symptoms may 

include general behavior problems, 

delinquency, anxiety, regressive 

behaviors, nightmares, withdrawal 

from normal activities, internalizing 

and externalizing disorders, cruelty 

and self-injury, post-traumatic stress 

disorder, poor self-esteem, and age-

inappropriate sexual behavior. A 

review of forty-five studies indicated 

two common patterns of 

psychological response to incest 

(Williams and Finkelhor 1993)”….
Incest - Effects On Victims - Gender, Family, 

Development, Sexual, and Sense – Joyce/Rank 

Article – JSTOR Library Academic Journals-1996 

https://family.jrank.org/pages/847/Incest-

Effects-on-Victims.html#ixzz6ggOAIj6r

….Long-term psychological sequelae 

of incest include depression, anxiety, 

psychiatric hospitalization, drug and 

alcohol use, suicidality, borderline 

personality disorder, somatization 

disorder, and eroticization (Schetky

1990; Silverman, Reinherz, and 

Giaconia 1996). Common, too, are 

learning difficulties, posttraumatic 

stress disorder, dissociative disorders 

and conversion reactions, running 

away, prostitution, re-victimization, 

poor parenting, and an increased 

likelihood of becoming a perpetrator. 

The frequency and severity of 

psychological sequelae secondary to 

sexual abuse has been related to 

frequency and duration of the abuse, 

relationship to the perpetrator, use of 

force, type of sexual abuse, 

penetration, age of the victim, age 

difference between victim and 

offender, and the parental support 

variable. - (Schetky 1990).” Ibid.
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“The 1977 annual council of 
the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church voted that “gross 
sexual perversions, including 

homosexual practices, are 

recognized as a misuse of 

sexual powers and a violation 

of the divine intention in 

marriage. As such they are just 

cause for divorce.”—General 

Actions, p. 10. 

Reasons for which a person 

may be disfellowshipped from 

the Seventh-day Adventist 

Church include “homosexual 
practice and other perversions 

[such as incest].” 
Seventh-day Adventist Church 

Manual (revised 1986), p. 162.

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

Sodomitish Impurity

”Oh, how disgusted is 
God with the tame, 

lifeless, Christless 

efforts made by some of 

those who profess to be 

His servants! God’s work 
must be carried forward 

strongly and upward. 

This cannot be done 

unless the sensuality 

that corrupts the whole 

man is separated from 

the religious experience. 

This work must be 

done.” 
Testimonies on Sexual 

Behavior, Adultery and 

Divorce, 119. TSB-1989 

“The punishment 
inflicted on 

human beings will 

in every case be 

proportionate to 

the dishonor they 

have brought on 

God. Many, by a 

course of self-

indulgence, have 

put Christ to open 

shame.” Letter 159, 

1901 – TSB, 119

“There is a strange 
abandonment of principle, 

the standard of morality is 

lowered, and the earth is 

fast becoming a Sodom. The 

Sodomitish practices which 

brought the judgment of 

God upon the world, and 

caused it to be deluged with 

water, and which caused 

Sodom to be destroyed by 

fire, are fast increasing. We 

are nearing the end. God 

has borne long with the 

perversity of mankind, but 

their punishment is no less 

certain. Let those who 

profess to be the light of the 

world, depart from all 

iniquity.” TSB, 120.

“Is there not enough transpiring about us to show us 
the dangers that beset our path? Everywhere are seen 

wrecks of humanity, broken-down family altars, 

broken-up families.” TSB, 120. 

‘God does not 
change.’



15

“Impurity is today widespread, even 
among the professed followers of 

Christ. Passion is unrestrained; the 

animal propensities are gaining 

strength by indulgence, while the 

moral powers are constantly 

becoming weaker.... 

The sins that destroyed the 

antediluvians and the cities of the 

plain exist today—not merely in 

heathen lands, not only among 

popular professors of Christianity, 

but with some who profess to be 

looking for the coming of the Son of 

man. 

If God should present these sins 

before you as they appear in His 

sight, you would be filled with shame 

and terror.”
Testimonies for the Church 5, 218. 

TSB, 121.

“And they were both 
naked, the man and his 

wife, and were not 

ashamed.” Genesis 2:25.

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

“And he said, I heard 
thy voice in the garden, 

and I was afraid, 

because I was naked; 

and I hid myself.” 
Genesis 3:12.
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“Ye shall not add unto the word which I 
command you, neither shall ye diminish ought 

from it, that ye may keep the commandments of 

the Lord your God which I command you:

Your eyes have seen what the LORD did 

because of Baalpeor: for all the men that 

followed Baalpeor, the LORD thy God hath 

destroyed them from among you. But ye that 

did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive 

every one of you this day.

Behold, I have taught you statutes and 

judgments, even as the Lord my God 

commanded me, that ye should do so in the 

land whither ye go to possess it….

Thirteenth Decree:

Come and Buy 

Keep therefore and do them; for this is your 

wisdom and your understanding in the 

sight of the nations, which shall hear all 

these statutes, and say, Surely this great 

nation is a wise and understanding people. 

For what nation is there so great, who hath 

God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God 

is in all things that we call upon him for? 

And what nation is there so great, that hath 

statutes and judgments so righteous to all 

this law, which I set before you this day?”
Deuteronomy 4:1-8.
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“And thou shalt remember all the way which the LORD thy God led thee these forty years in the 
wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou would 

keep his commandments, or no.

And he humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger, fed thee with manna, which thou knewest not, 

neither did thy fathers know; that he might make thee know that man doth not live by bread alone,  

but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of Yahweh.” Deuteronomy 8:3, 4.


